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Introduction to Revelation

I. INTRODUCTION

A. The National Enquirer is the nation"s most read newspaper!

1. Each year it publishes the nation"s leading "prophet"s" predictions for the coming year.

a) So far they have predicted that "inflation would be stopped dead in its tracks".

b) That discoveries for the cure of cancer, tooth decay, heart disease, diabetes, kidney disease, arthritis, the common cold and even the ageing process itself would be ours by now.

c) They predicted that food prices would be drastically reduced, that Ronald Reagan would leave his wife, that Muhammad Ali would win a seat in Congress, and that the first human, red haired boy would be cloned in Ketucky!!

(1) Yet millions of people still read and believe in their credibility!

(2) You would think that even if they were impowered by the supernatural, they would have a little higher percentage of success!

(3) It is ironic, the Enquirer prints the success ratios of these "prophets"!

2. They point is this only God is omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent!

a) We can know the future only to the extent He will allow!

b) All other attempts are just that "attempts"!!

c) We do however, have in front of us this morning the greatest book of predictions ever assembled!

d) Whatever the Lord wants us to know about the future is contained in this book!

(1) The one great advantage we have is that all of these prophesies will come true!!

Dr. Charles C. Ryrie has pointed out that, by the law of chance, it would require two hundred billion earths, populated with four billion people each, to come up with one person who could achieve one hundred accurate peophecies without any errors in sequence. But the Bible records not one hundred but over three hundred prophecies fulfilled in Jesus Christ"s first coming, not to mention his last!

B. The Book of Revelation is a "revealing" book!

1. The Greek word for revelations is apokalupsis which literally means "unveiling" or "taking off the cover"

a) We are meant to understand the book of Revelation!

b) It was not written to be so symbolic and "hidden" that only a few can understand it!

(1) Revelation chapter one verse three promises a blessing to those who read and hear the words of the prophecy given to John by the Lord.

(2) How could anyone be blessed by words they couldn"t even understand?

(3) Yes it has been said that the book of Revelation is hard to understand. It has also been said, "that it is not hard to understand, it is hard to believe!!!"
(4) We will be taking a look at the book of Revelation as futuristic and premillennial.

(a) Meaning that the events are yet to come and that the thousand year reign of Jesus Christ on the earth can only be yet future if it is to be taken literally.

II. THE SEQUENCE OF EVENTS!

A. The book starts at the time of the writting which is approximately100 A.D. and extends on into eternity, with a new heaven and a new earth!

1. Just before the establishing of the new heaven and new earth, (which really is the beginning of eternity), there is a final thousand year period on the existing earth known as the millenium. A time in which Jesus along with the Christians (not denominations) will rule the earth.

a) Revelation 20:1-6 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 

2He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; 

3and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that he should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years were finished. But after these things he must be released for a little while. 

4And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 

5 But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. 

6 Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years. (NKJV)

2. Prior to this thousand year reign, the earth is under the rule of a satanically-controlled man that Bible refers to as the "beast."
a) His world-wide, demonic government will last just "fourty two months" before he is defeated!

(1) Revelation 13:4-5 So they worshiped the dragon who gave authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, "Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war with him?" 

5 And he was given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and he was given authority to continue for forty-two months. (NKJV)

b) Before that42months, there will be a period of1260 days in which there will be tremendous prophecies and works of miracles performed by what the Bible calls "two witnesses."
(1) Revelation 11:3-6 "And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy one thousand two hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth." 

4These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands standing before the God of the earth. 

5 And if anyone wants to harm them, fire proceeds from their mouth and devours their enemies. And if anyone wants to harm them, he must be killed in this manner. 

6 These have power to shut heaven, so that no rain falls in the days of their prophecy; and they have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to strike the earth with all plagues, as often as they desire. (NKJV)

(2) It is only when the "beast" is allowed to conquer them that he is able to set up his world power.

(a) Revelation 11:7 When they finish their testimony, the beast that ascends out of the bottomless pit will make war against them, overcome them, and kill them. (NKJV)

(3) These two periods- the1260 days and the42months- are consecutive and each consist of a period of31/2years. For a total of7 years existing just prior to the millenium. We commonly refer to these7 years as the "tribulation period."
(a) The first of these31/2years is dealt with in chapters4-11 , and the last3 /12years corresponds with chapters12-19.

(b) Chapters4,5 contain a tremendous sceen that just preceeds this seven year "tribulation" period.

(c) In this sceen there is a tremendous assembly of redeemed saints gather around the throne singing praises to the Lamb of God!

(d) That sceen can only take place if Christ had returned and gathered His people to Himself in the heavens.

(i) John 14:2-3 "In My Father"s house are many mansions; if it were not Song of Solomon , I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 

3 "And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I Amos , there you may be also. (NKJV)

(ii) 1 Corinthians 15:51-52 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 

52in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. (NKJV)

(iii) 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. (NKJV)

(iv) Matthew 24:36-42 But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only. 

37 "But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 

38 "For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, 

39 "and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 

40 "Then two men will be in the field: one will be taken and the other left. 

41 "Two women will be grinding at the mill: one will be taken and the other left. 

42 "Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming. (NKJV)

The story is told of a generation ago when an old farmer brought his family to the big city for the first time. They had never seen buildings so tall or sights so impressive. The farmer dropped his wife off at a department store and took his son with him to the bank- the tallest of all the biuldings. As they walked into the loby, they saw something else they had never seen before. Two large steel doors opened. A rather large and elderly woman walked in, and the big doors closed behinf her. The dial over the door swept to the right and then back to the left. The doors opened and a beautiful young lady came walking out. The farmer turned to his son and said, "You wait right here son. I"m gonna go get your momma and run her through that thing," At the rapture, we will taken up. But we will be transformed and come back with resurrected bodies." --Green

(v) With this in mind, we as Christians can study this book with great anticipation and with no fear!

3. With chapter20 dealing with the millenium, chapters21,22dealing with eternity, and chapters4-19 dealling with the7 year "tribulation" period, that only leaves chapters2-3 , since chapter1serves as an intorduction!

a) Chapters2,3deal with the time from100 AD to the resurrection of the saints!

(1) It seem appropriate that these chapters speak to the churches!

(2) There are7 churches that represent all "religious" life. The good and the not so good. The true and the not so true!

(3) The messages to the churches are for all of us to take to heart, and see where our life falls in among those represented!

III. CONCLUSION

ARE YOU READY?

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-20 

John Brown

Revelation 1:1-20
I Am

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Isaiah 11:1-2 There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, And a Branch shall grow out of his roots. 

2The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, The Spirit of counsel and might, The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD. (NKJV)

B. 1 Peter 2:3-5 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious. 

4Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, 

5 you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. (NKJV)

C. Matthew 24:29-30 Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 

30 "Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. (NKJV)

D. Zechariah 12:10-11 And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication; then they will look on Me whom they pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only Song of Solomon , and grieve for Him as one grieves for a firstborn. 

11 "In that day there shall be a great mourning in Jerusalem, . . .(NKJV)

E. Exodus 3:13-14 Then Moses said to God, "Indeed, when I come to the children of Israel and say to them, "The God of your fathers has sent me to you," and they say to me, "What is His name?" what shall I say to them?" 

14And God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." And He said, "Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, "I AM has sent me to you." " (NKJV)

F. James 1:2-3 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. (NKJV)

G. 1 Corinthians 3:13 each one"s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one"s work, of what sort it is. (NKJV)

H. Daniel 10:1-9 In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a message was revealed to Daniel , whose name was called Belteshazzar. The message was true, but the appointed time was long; and he understood the message, and had understanding of the vision. 

2In those days I, Daniel , was mourning three full weeks. 

3 I ate no pleasant food, no meat or wine came into my mouth, nor did I anoint myself at all, till three whole weeks were fulfilled. 

4Now on the twenty-fourth day of the first month, as I was by the side of the great river, that Isaiah , the Tigris, 

5 I lifted my eyes and looked, and behold, a certain man clothed in linen, whose waist was girded with gold of Uphaz! 

6 His body was like beryl, his face like the appearance of lightning, his eyes like torches of fire, his arms and feet like burnished bronze in color, and the sound of his words like the voice of a multitude. 

7 And I, Daniel , alone saw the vision, for the men who were with me did not see the vision; but a great terror fell upon them, so that they fled to hide themselves. 

8 Therefore I was left alone when I saw this great vision, and no strength remained in me; for my vigor was turned to frailty in me, and I retained no strength. 

9 Yet I heard the sound of his words; and while I heard the sound of his words I was in a deep sleep on my face, with my face to the ground. (NKJV)

I. Ephesians 1:20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, (NKJV)

J. Acts 9:3-5 As he journeyed he came near Damascus, and suddenly a light shone around him from heaven. 

4Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?" 

5 And he said, "Who are You, Lord?" Then the Lord said, "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. It is hard for you to kick against the goads." (NKJV)

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-7 

John Brown

Revelation 2:1-7
The Church in Ephesus

There is only one sort of love, but there are a thousand copies--Franois de La Rochefoucauld

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Matthew 16:18 "And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. (NKJV)

1. At His death, he descended into hell and set free all who had died in faith and took them to Paradise with Him.

2. He still retains the keys and hell can never again hold any who die in faith!

3. 2 Corinthians 5:8 tell us We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord. (NKJV)

B. We musn"t make the mistake of thinking that because the Lord "chooses" to allow us entrance to Heaven, that we are by any means "perfected" while here in the flesh!!

1. We, though Christians, are still flesh and blood and therefore we remain sinners.

2. It only stands to reason that the churches we attend are not perfect either.

a) Ephesians 5:23; Ephesians 5:25-27 . . . Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body. . . . .Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 

26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 

27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. (NKJV)

b) This is what Jesus "chooses" to do in order that we may see Heaven.

c) The reality is that the churches are full of "spots and wrinkles."
C. The churches represented in chapters2 &3are seven in number!

1. As we said last week the number7 in scripture signifies completion, or totality.

a) Just as the Lord rested on the7th day when the work was complete!

2. These7 representations were at John"s time seperate and distinct churches, each with a distinct body of believers.

a) Visitors to the Holy Land today visit the locations of these7 churches. Most of them in ruins!

3. As7 in number, They also represent all churches that will exist `till the Lord"s return.

a) Therefore, there is a message for all Christians in all churches!

D. There is also something here that we should not overlook!

1. Though certainly not the central theme, we mustn"t miss the logical sequential order of the Lord"s dealing with the churches!

2. Nothing in Scripture is ever there by accident Song of Solomon , we will also be able to see a downward spiral of the churches as we deal with each one!

3. This morning we will deal with the church in Ephesus!

II. EPHESUS

A. Ephesus was a rich, seaport, capital city of the province of Asia, (Now modern southwest Turkey).

1. Any time you have pagan, idol worship you are going to have gross immorality.

2. Such was the case in Ephesus- dominated by the worship of Diana, the fertility goddess. Also known as Artemis.

3. In was in the middle of this that Paul established the church and spent more time there than in any other church! (according to Acts 19 , Acts 20:31)

4. It is to this church (some40 years later) that this letter is addressed!

III. TEXT

A. 1 John 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world. (NKJV)

B. 2 Corinthians 11:13-15 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. 

14And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. 

15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will be according to their works. (NKJV)

C. Galatians 6:9 And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. (NKJV)

D. Hebrews 12:3-4 For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls. 

4You have not yet resisted to bloodshed, striving against sin. (NKJV)

E. James 1:21-25 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 

22But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 

23For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 

24for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 

25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does. (NKJV)

F. Matthew 6:19-24 Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 

20 "but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 

21 "For where your treasure Isaiah , there your heart will be also. 

22The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light. 

23 "But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness! 

24No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. (NKJV)

G. 1 John 5:5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? (NKJV)

H. Revelation 22:1-3 And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb. 

2In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 

3And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. (NKJV)

If there is anything better than to be loved it is loving--Anonymous
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Revelation 2:8-11
The Church in Smyrna

Sometimes We"re Like the Battered Fighter: He heard his trainer say between rounds, "Champ, you"re doing great! He ain"t laid a glove on you!" The champ says, "Well, you better keep an eye on the referee then, because somebody in this ring is beating the daylights outta me."

(Story about being in Anchorage, Alaska: little or no darkness = no sleep!

We learn some things from prosperity, but we learn many more from adversity--E.C McKenzie

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Isaiah 53:3-4 He is despised and rejected by men, A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. 

4Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted. (NKJV)

B. Isaiah 53:7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth. (NKJV)

1. The One who writes this letter to the persecuted church in Smyrna, is familiar with suffering!

2. He knows what it is like to suffer at another"s hand to the point of death!

3. Smyrna was such a church. Their pastor, Polycarp, was burned at the stake at the hands of the Roman Empire!

a) Many Christians during this intense time of persecution would give their lives for their faith in Jesus Christ!

b) It seems only appropriate that the One who gave his life for them would be the One to encourage them!

II. 2 Timothy 3:12 YES, AND ALL WHO DESIRE TO LIVE GODLY IN CHRIST JESUS WILL SUFFER PERSECUTION. (NKJV)

A. Notice that this verse says, "...all who desire to life Godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution."
1. This generation may not be required to give up their life (physically) for Jesus, but:

2. Any person who desires to "live Godly in Christ Jesus" MUSTgive up their lives!!!!!!

3. A Goldy life cannot be lived without an abandonment of the self-life!

4. Any person committed to living for the Lord will to some degree suffer for their faith in Jesus Christ!!

B. Acts 14:22 . . ."We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God." (NKJV)

1. Being a Christian is not an easy life!

2. Every decision must be judged and every choice governed by God"s Holy Spirit!

3. And sometimes, in fact most of the time, what He wishes for our lives is different than what we want!!

4. When we finally get to heaven, it will not be without "many tribulations"!

III. THE CHURCH AT SMYRNA

A. Smyrna was also a port city located about thirty five miles north of the church that had lost her first love, Ephesus! Today it is called ISMIR, Turkey.

1. Smyrna was named after it"s main commercial product; MYRRH.

2. For years it was a very prosperous seaport city because of the export of this product.

a) The word "MYRRH actually means "bitter". The gum resin was taken from a shrubby tree and had a very bitter taste!

(1) How appropriate for the church under great persecution and "bitter" suffering!

B. Scripture tells us Psalm 30:5 . . .Weeping may endure for a night, But joy comes in the morning. (NKJV)

1. So it was with this "bitter" root! It was used to make a very fine perfume!

2. When we, as the Lord"s children, suffer for His sake: it is a very sweet perfume to the Lord!

Your character is what you have left when you have lost everything you can lose--E.C.McKenzie

C. The myrrh in Smyrna had several uses:

1. Psalm 45:8 All Your garments are scented with myrrh and aloes and cassia, Out of the ivory palaces, by which they have made You glad. (NKJV)

a) (PERFUME)

2. Exodus 30:23 "Also take for yourself quality spices-- five hundred shekels of liquid myrrh, half as much sweet-smelling cinnamon (two hundred and fifty shekels), two hundred and fifty shekels of sweet-smelling cane, (NKJV)

a) Ingredient of the holy annointing oil of the priests.

3. John 19:39 And Nicodemus, who at first came to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrhand aloes, about a hundred pounds. (NKJV)

a) MYRRH was used in embalming, TO KEEP THE STENCH AWAY FROM DEATH!

b) Doesn"t it seem almost mystical that this church the Lord now addresses to give encouragment, produced the same product used in His burial!!!!!

(1) 1 Corinthians 15:54-55 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 

55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? (KJV)

IV. TEXT

A. VERSE8 (READ)

1. Notice also, how He addresses Himself: ". . .the First and the Last, who was dead, and came to life:"
(1) Quite different than the One "who hold the seven stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands." in verse1.

(a) To the church that has lost her first love, he identified Himself as the One in charge of all the churches!

In other words, we stay in love with the Lord by keeping our eyes ON the Lord!!

(b) To the suffering church here in Smyrna, he identifies Himself as the conqueror of death!

(i) He wanted them to know that death was not final!!!

B. VERSE9 (READ)

1. Lehman Strauss says, "There is a poverty that is riches and a wealth that is poverty."
a) Mark 8:35-36 "For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel"s will save it. 

36 "For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? (NKJV)

b) The members of this church had lost much of the world"s goods but they were rich in the things of the Lord!

c) They understood Luke 12:15 And He said to them, "Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one"s life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses." (NKJV)

(1) Later the Lord accuses a very wealthy church of being spiritually bankrupt!

(2) The danger in this life is to assume that because we are blessed financially, that our spiritual life is in order! It may not be so!

(3) Some of the poorest of saints materially are the richest spiritually!

C. VERSE9 (READ)

1. These Christians in Smyrna were also being "slandered" by a group that called themselves "Jews" but weren"t even truely Jews!

a) Even today the greatest persecution seems to come from those who are "religious" but not born again!!

b) Hundreds of thousands have been murdered in what is called "holy wars"!

(1) These murders have been committed by men who thought they were doing the Lord a favor!

(2) During the great tribulation, many will be killed in the name of "religion"!

D. VERSE10 (READ)

1. 2 Corinthians 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich. (NKJV)

2. Jesus knew what it was like to suffer. He knew what it was like to be thrown in prison, and he knew what it was like to die merciless at the hands of ungodly men!

a) And he promises them the "crown of life" for their faithfulness!

b) This is a special reward for those who suffer for the cause of Christ!

c) Jesus, knew that physical death was not the end! So did the Apostle Paul 2 Corinthians 5:8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord. (NKJV)

d) The reference to "ten days" may mean a lot of things symbolically, but one thing it does mean for sure is that our present suffering is temporary!

(1) 2 Corinthians 4:16-19; 2 Corinthians 5:1-16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. 

17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 

18 while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen areeternal. 

19 For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. (NKJV)

E. Verse11

1. The "second death" is eternal separation from the Lord!

2. 1 John 5:5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? (NKJV)

V. CONCLUSION

A. None of us enjoy trials!

B. None of us look forward to the persecution that comes form serving the Lord!

C. But, there is a place that is much worse than this!

1. It is a place of compromise that causes us to miss the Lord"s best!

2. A place that preoccupies with the world"s goods. An attatchment to worldly things!

3. There will be many who will miss the Lord completely because they are not willing to give up their "THINGS"
IT IS WHAT WE VALUE, NOT WHAT WE HAVE THAT MAKES US RICH!!!



Verses 12-17 

John Brown

Revelation 2:12-17
The Church in Pergamos

I. INTRODUCTION

A. 2 Corinthians 11:13-15For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. 

14And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. 

15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will be according to their works. (NKJV)

B. Jude 1:4 For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into lewdness and deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ. (NKJV)

1. Lehman Strauss calls the church in Pergamos, "The Church Infiltrated!"
a) We have been warned that there are those fueled by fire of hell that will disguise themselves as "christians" and infiltrate the church!

b) We have also been told that eventually they will turn their hand though at first they will seem legitimate!

c) A couple of the areas doctrinally that will give them away,(according to Jude 1:4), will be:

(1) In the area of grace: they will turn into a doctrine all by itself:

(a) It will become a license to do what ever you want "in the name of the Lord" of course!

(b) Experience has proven that their catch phrase seems to be "Hey, were not under the Law anymore, the Lord has forgiven me!"
(c) Repentance will no longer be necessary

(d) Christian fellowship will not longer be advised!

(e) And being committed to a local body will be too "legalistic!"
(f) This advise will come from "christian" leadership high up the ladder!

(2) The second area will be the denial of Jesus Christ as God!

(a) Please keep in mind, satan is too smart to have this come from outside the church, it will come from within!

(b) Many televangelists are already minimizing the deity of Christ by saying they we too are little gods!

(c) If these doctrines are left unchallenged, eventually the true church will cease to exist!

(d) Luke 18:7-8 "And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them? 

8 "I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?" (NKJV)

(e) So it was in "The church infiltrated"!

(i) They had turned their heads and let these people dwell among themselves!

(ii) They didn"t agree with their doctrine, but they also didn"t have enough backbone to kick them out of the church!

Compromise is but the sacrifice of one right or good in the hope of retaining another--too often ending in the loss of both--Tryon Edwards

II. THE CHURCH AT PERGAMOS

A. Unlike Ephesus and Smyrna, Pergamos was not a port city and it was not known for it"s commerce!

1. Pergamos was known for it"s religion!!!!

a) You could find some of the world"s finest temples built in honor of their many gods.

b) Some of the biggies were Zeus, Aphrodite, and Aesculapius.

(1) The people of Pergamos love to worship the "scalpel"!

(a) Well, not exactly, they worshipped the god of medicine, Aesculapius!

(b) It is from this name that we get our word scalpel!

(c) It is ironic that this god of medicine was worshipped in the form of a serpent.

(d) This serpent was usually wrapped around a staff!

(e) This "symbol" of medicine has become common in every hospital and Dr."s office around the world!!

III. TEXT

A. Verse12

1. Notice how the Lord addresses Himself:

a) To each church He addresses Himself in a different manner!

(1) To the church that has lost her first love (Ephesus), he identified Himself as the One in charge of all the churches!

(2) To the suffering and persecuted church in Smyrna, he identified Himself as the conqueror of death!

(3) To the "infiltrated" church he addresses Himself as "...He who has the sharp two-edged sword:"

(a) The two-edged sword is His Word! Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. (NKJV)

An appeaser is one who feeds a crocodile--hoping it will eat him last--Winston Churchill

(b) For the church that had let the Word of His testimony be polluted by deception, He uses this address!

B. Verse13

1. Again the Lord is aware of the circumstances of his Church!

a) He is aware of their work for Him and He is aware of their attempt to stay true in a very wicked city!

b) As we have said, satan is very much at home in a religious environment.

(1) In this city of pagan religions, satan kept one of his bases of operations!

(2) The antichrist will rise and flourish out of "religion"!!!

(a) The story is told of Constantine contending fo the throne of the Roman empire during the4th century!

(i) It seems that the night before the battle at Milvian Bridge, Constantine saw a vision in the sky in the shape of a cross with the incription "by this sign you will conquer."
(ii) That night He bargained with satan to join the church and declare himself a Christian if he won the battle.

(iii) He did, and the Christians went from the catacombs to the palaces!

(iv) Constantine became head over the church, but there was no evidence that he was born again!

(v) It became "popular" to be a Christian and the church "married" the world!

(vi) So it was in Pergamos!!

(3) This is the only mention of Antipas in the Bible, but he we on the mind and lips of the Lord Himself!

(4) Even with this "infiltration" there were those in Pergamos, who wore the name of CHRISTIAN proudly!

C. Verse14

1. We may have a problem with letting "politics" interfere with Christianity, but the Lord does not!

a) As much as He loves us, and maybe because He loves us, He tells the truth!!!

b) This church in Pergamos was in trouble because they allowed those among themselves who "held the doctrine of Balaam".

(1) They did not believe it nor teach it, they simply "allowed it"!

2. What was the "doctrine of Balaam?" ( Numbers 22)

a) Balaam had been given special prophetic gifts from the Lord!

b) He was an opportunist and decided that these gifts could be sold!

(1) The results are given to us here in verse14:

(a) His advise to Balak was to let the young women sleep with the men of the children of Israel.

(b) He knew that they would fall and worship their new wive"s idols, and that the Lord would have to remove His hand from them because of their sin!

c) This church, though not condoning it, let others in the church commit sexual immorality, and pagan worship without putting them out!

D. Verse15

1. Notice that the church in Ephesus hated the "deeds" of the Nicolatians ()

2. Now in this church in Pergamos, (the infiltrated church), it has become "doctrine" = teachings!

3. Ephesus hated their deeds as the Lord hated their deeds. Now Pergamos allows what God hates!

a) The Lord has always hated when anyone "lords" over His people but Himself!!

b) Matthew 20:25-28 But Jesus called them to Himself and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are great exercise authority over them. 

26 "Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. 

27 "And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave-- 

28 "just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many." (NKJV)

E. Verse16

1. Repentance is not mere "I"m sorry!" It must be a change of heart and actions!

2. If we, as the Lord messengers and servants, do not admonish and stand for the truth, HE WILL!!!

3. Notice it is with His Word that He will fight!

a) It was with His Word that Jesus fought satan and it is with His Word that you and I will should fight!

b) We must stand for righteousness, and bring to light the lies!!!

F. Verse17

1. This type of hearing comes from the heart not the ears!

2. 1 John 5:5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? (NKJV)

3. For these overcommers several things are promised by the Lord:

a) Hidden manna!

(1) Manna is angel"s food cake, supplied by the Lord to the children of Israel while in the wilderness!

(2) The "hidden" part alludes to the manner that was hidden away in Ark of the Covenant as a reminder to all generations that the Lord is an eternal supply for all our wants and needs! It represents HIMSELF!!

b) A white stone with a new name!

(1) No one knows for sure what this allude to but there used to be a custom of voting for an accused criminal with a black and a white stone.

(2) If the white stones outnumbered, the criminal was set free!

(3) Through our faith in Jesus as Lord as Savior, the white stone has been cast, we have been set free!!

(a) And along with that freedom as slaves to this world, we have been given our FATHER"S name! It will be written in the Lamb" Book of Life!!!

c) Revelation 21:22-27 and Revelation 22:1-7 But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 

23The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its light. 

24And the nations of those who are saved shall walk in its light, and the kings of the earth bring their glory and honor into it. 

25 Its gates shall not be shut at all by day (there shall be no night there). 

26 And they shall bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it. 

27 But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb"s Book of Life. 

1And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb. 

2In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 

3And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. 

4They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads. 

5 There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever. 

6 Then he said to me, "These words are faithful and true." And the Lord God of the holy prophets sent His angel to show His servants the things which must shortly take place. 

7 "Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book." (NKJV)

IV. CONCLUSION

A. We too must be careful of compromise!

B. We too must be careful of "political" Christianity!



Verses 18-29 

John Brown

Revelation 2:18-29
The Church in Thyatira

A liar is hard not to believe when he says nice things about you. (So it is when people speak of the Lord, even if it is lies)

It is easier to believe a lie that one has heard a thousand times than to believe a fact that is unpopular!

I. INTRODUCTION

A. 2 Thessalonians 2:7-12 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way. 

8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, (antichrist) whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. 

9 The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 

10 and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth (Jesus), that they might be saved. 

11And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, 

12that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. (NKJV)

1. Lehman Strauss called the church in Pergamos, "The Church Infiltrated!"
2. The church in Thyatira would have to be labeled "The Adulterous Church!"
a) Throughout the Bible physical adultery is symbolic of spiritual adultery!

b) It represents the the ultimate betrayal of the Lord!

c) The "organized" church of Thyatira had betrayed Jesus and all that He stood for and taken on another lover!

d) And in the process, many had fallen under the lies and delusions being taught from the pulpit.

e) Keep in mind, there is always a "remnant", those who didn"t buy into it.

f) But, they were in the minority!!

It"s like the two women having lunch in a fashionable restaurant in London simply talking about their husbands. They decided to show each other photographs and realized they were married to the same husband!

Jesus put it another way in Matthew 6:24 " No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. (NKJV)

II. THE CHURCH AT THYATIRA

A. Thyatira, like Pergamos was known for it"s commerce!

1. There was no place in the world that could dye cloth the color of purple quite like Thyatira.

a) It was from Thyatira that Lydia came, "the seller of purple" spoken of in Acts 16:14.

b) She was in the town of Philippi in Macedonia) doing business when she heard the Gospel from Paul for the first time!

(1) Many believe it was through her that the church was started in Thyatira.

III. TEXT

A. Verse18

1. Notice how the Lord addresses Himself:

a) As we have noted, to each church He addresses Himself in a different manner!

(1) To the church that has lost her first love (Ephesus), he identified Himself as the One in charge of all the churches!

(2) To the "suffering and persecuted church" in Smyrna, he identified Himself as the conqueror of death!

(3) To the "infiltrated church" in Pergamos he addressed Himself as THE WORD OF GOD by which all things must line up.

(4) And here, to the "adulterous church" he addresses Himself as "THE SON OF GOD"

(a) It is by the way, the only place in Revelation that He does so.

(b) Lehman Strauss says that he believes that this church prophetically represents a time from approximately600 A.D. to1500 A.D.

(c) A time we refer to as The Dark Ages!

(i) It was a time when the church in Rome took the Bible away from the people and said only they could interpret it!

(ii) It was a time when the "mother of God" and the "queen of heaven" was exhalted above Jesus!

(iii) It was a time when the church was telling the people that they must pray to a woman to get to God!

(iv) Is it any wonder that the Lord would address Himself as Deity?

(v) At a time when HE was being denigrated it was important for this church to know who He was!!

B. Verse18 ". . .who has eyes like a flame of fire."
1. There is nothing more piercing and thorough than fire.

a) It consumes everything that opposes it!

(1) Likewise, Jesus doesn"t miss anything!

(2) Nothing can be hidden from the Lord.

(3) 1 Corinthians 3:11-15 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

12If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 

13his work will be shown for what it Isaiah , because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man"s work. 

14If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. 

15 If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames. (NIV)

C. Verse18 ". . .His feet are like fine brass:"
1. Brass throughout scripture represents judgment!

a) He sees all that is going on in this church, and it will be judged accordingly!

b) We now enjoy a period of God"s grace, but sin must be judged.

(1) For the Christian it was "judged" at the cross.

(2) For the unrepented, they must stand before God!

D. Verse19

1. The Lord was aware of the good as well as the not so good.

2. As far as their works was concerned, they were going for it!

a) Unlike many who start with great gusto only to end up making excuses, this church was increasing in the area of works and good deeds!

b) But, all their good deeds couldn"t make up for wrong doctrine!

E. Verse20

1. The church in Ephesus was lacking in love but would not tolerate evil.

2. This church has love (at least for fellow man), but they have allowed the evil to have a pulpit!

a) 2 Corinthians 6:14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? (NKJV)

b) The two extreem churches exist today!

(1) One is so legalistic there is no room for the Holy Spirit.

(2) And the other is so liberal they stand for nothing!

3. The Jezebel of old was the epitome of whoredom!

a) She introduced Baal worship to the children of Israel and caused mass spiritual adultery as well as sexual immorality.

b) Dr. Barnhouse said this, "every sanctuary in a sacred wood was at the same time an asylum of debauchery and adultery, institutions of male and female sexual practices. The priests of Ball were wicked sex perverts."
c) This "Jezebel" in the church of Thyatira claimed to be a prophetess of the Lord!

(1) Therefore she was given a "pulpit" from which to propagate her seductions.

(a) One of the last acts of the Jezebel of old was to paint her face in an attempt to conceal her identity!

(2) This Jezebel had convinced the people (since she was a prophetess and therefore infallible) that the Lord approved of the sexual perversion and pagan practices of the day!

(3) No doubt some of her teachings had an element of truth, but had the effect of leading people away from the Lord.

(a) Vance Havner once said "that he used to have an old clock around the house that was completely broken, but that it was right at least2times a day!"
d) We must never compromise who God is in an effort to please people!

(1) Even if it is for good humanitarian reasons!

F. Verse21

1. Although John doesn"t tell us how, the Lord had confronted this "prophetess" with her sin.

a) She was not merely a "misguided" soul who really intended to do the right thing!

b) SHE KNEW SHE WAS WRONG AND CONTINUED TO PERVERT THE TRUTH!

(1) Therefore the only remedy to a lack of repentance must be JUDGMENT!

G. Verse22

1. I like the way the NIV puts this verse Revelation 2:22 So I will cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will make those who commit adultery with her suffer intensely, unless they repent of her ways. (NIV)

2. The bed of suffering is the great tribulation!

3. The adulterous churches who allow the propagation of lies because it is popular will go through the tribulation!

a) Matthew 7:21-23 " Not everyone who says to Me, "Lord, Lord," shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 

22 "Many will say to Me in that day, "Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?" 

23 "And then I will declare to them, "I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!" (NKJV)

H. Verse23

1. The children my refer to the illegitimate offspring of this sexual chaos, but it definitely applies to the "spiritual children" produced by the lies and deception.

a) Notice that the Lord "will give to each one . . according to their own works."
b) He is always fair and just. He will judge only those who made a willful choice to follow the lies, and reject the TRUTH!

I. Verse24

1. This verse refers to the "remnant" the true believers of Jesus as "THE SON OF GOD".

2. They had rejected the "deep things of satan".

3. So the Lord said He would put no other burden on them except to "hold fast what you have till I come." Verse25

J. Verse26-27

1. These verses refer to the millennial kingdom in which we shall reign with the Lord on the earth.

a) 1 Corinthians 6:2-3 Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? . . . 

3Do you not know that we shall judge angels?. . .(NKJV)

K. Verse28

1. Revelation 22:16 "I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star." (NKJV)

a) Jesus promises Himself to those who overcome!

b) He that is eternal and perpetual

L. Verse29

IV. CONCLUSION

A. Have we let anything come between us and the Lord?

B. Are there any Jezebels in our lives, telling us lies and perverting the Bible?

If you tell a big enough lie and tell it often enough, many will believe it--E.C. McKenzie

Some people remember a lie for ten years but forget the truth in ten minutes-- E.C. McKenzie

C. If Song of Solomon , remember the Lord had given room for repentance!

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-6 

John Brown

Revelation 3:1-6
The Church in Sardis

The doldrums is a part of the ocean near the equator, with abounding calms, and light, timid winds. The weather is hot and extreemely dispiriting. The old sailing vessels, when caught in the doldrums, would lie helpless for days and weeks, waiting for the wind to begin to blow. (Describes much church life!)

I. THE BACKGROUND OF SARDIS

A. Sardis was wealthy but wicked!

1. It was the ancient capital of Lydia and situated in a very fertile agricultural valley.

2. It was the home of the famous Aesop and King Croesus.

3. The name "Sardis" means "escaping ones" or "those who come out"

4. Many scholars believe that this church symbolically represents the Reformation period from about1517 A.D. to1750 A.D.

a) A time when many people were fed up with the church in Rome.

b) A time when men like Luther, Knox, Wycliffe, and Zwingli decided to be "those who came out" and stood for the Truth and broke away from the Roman church.

c) It was the time of Luther"s "ninety five Theses" being nailed to the Wittenburg church door in Germany.

d) It was a time of The Augsburg Confession, The Thirty Nine Articles, The Heidleburg Confession, and The Westminster Confession.

(1) It was a time when "the remnant" was crying out for reform!

B. Jude spoke of those in the church who for all intents and purposes would call themselves Christians and would be amongst the church"s gatherings.

1. He describes them as empty shells, looking good on the outside, but no real conviction to live for the Lord.

a) Jude 1:12 These are spots in your love feasts, while they feast with you without fear, serving only themselves. They are clouds without water, carried about by the winds; late autumn trees without fruit, twice dead, pulled up by the roots; (NKJV)

2. Such is the church in Sardis!

a) Instead of these "imitation Christians" being in the minority, they had grown in number.

b) They were now heads of boards, perhaps even pastors, elders, and deacons.

c) On the outside, the church looked good! But, inside it was dead!

(1) Matthew 23:27-28 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men"s bones and all uncleanness. 

28 "Even so you also outwardly appear righteous to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. (NKJV)

(a) Sardis was "The Church of Dead Orthodoxy"
ORTHODOX = (adjective) "A conforming to established teaching."
ORTHODOXY = (noun) "The quality or state of being orthodox"
III. TEXT

A. Verse1

1. Once again the Lord"s title is significant to His address of this church!

2. "He that has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars."
a) This may reference the seven angels in charge of the seven churches.

b) It may reference the "sevenfold" ministry of the Holy Spirit mentioned in Isaiah 11:2.

c) As we have said before, seven in the Word is a symbol of completion or perfection. (The Lord rested on the7th day)

d) One thing we do know for sure is that this is speaking of the fullness of God"s Holy Spirit!

(1) Therefore we can conclude with accuracy that the Lord is holding this dead church"s responsibe for pushing the Holy Spirit out of their church!

3. "I know your works, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead.

a) The name of the church in Sardis was "The Holy Ghost- Baptized in the Spirit- Apostles and Prophets- Movers and Shaker"s congregation of what"s happenin now- in Christ"s humility church"
(1) Every Christian in town knew the name of this church!

b) The church was very active and very busy, and if anyone came by to visit they would have sworn that this was the best church in town!

c) Pastors probably referred their people who were moving into this city to the church in Sardis. It had a good name!!!

(1) They were one of the largest churches in town. They had money. They had outreaches. They had missions. They had concerts. They had pot lucks. They had a large staff, probably a pastor for every group in the church.

(a) Everyone thought the church in Sardis was wonderful, - but the Lord!

(b) 1 Samuel 16:7 But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have refused him. For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart." (NKJV)

(2) "The Holy Ghost- Baptized in the Spirit- Apostles and Prophets- Movers and Shaker"s congregation of what"s happenin now- in Christ"s humility church of Sardis" was the envy of every pastor within a100 miles. BUT THE LORD JUDGED THEM DEAD!!!

B. Verse2

1. The word PERFECT means "finished" or "complete"!

a) These folks had a name among men but not before the Lord!

(1) Having a name in the Christian community is not the same as having a name before the Lord!

(2) Having all the pastors in the city or even in our own church know us by name is not the same as being well pleasing to the Lord!

b) We often make the mistake of thinking that we can earn God"s favor (or maybe it"s the favor of others) by works.

c) The reality is that when we are filled with God"s Holy Spirit, "works" are just the outflow of that relationship!

(1) AND we are not concerned with who is watching.

(2) Isaiah 29:13 Therefore the LORD said: "Inasmuch as these people draw near with their mouths And honor Me with their lips, But have removed their hearts far from Me, And their fear toward Me is taught by the commandment of men, (NKJV)

(a) This is the result of being a Prayer of Manasseh -pleaser instead of a God-pleaser!

(b) This kind of person, and even this kind of church may look wonderful on the outside, but when the Lord looks us over, our works are found "imperfect" or incomplete!

d) You can"t get any more "perfect" than the cross.

(1) When we begin to trust in anything other than the Lord, we are found wanting!

(2) The Lord exhorts Sardis to watch and strengthen what they have because it"s about to die.

(a) Faith is like a muscle, if exercised it grows, if not it atrophies and dies!

(b) Matthew 13:12 "For whoever has, to him more will be given, and he will have abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him. (NKJV)

C. Verse3

1. Do you remember "how" you received and heard the Good News of salvation?

a) 1 Corinthians 2:1-6 And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with excellence of speech or of wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God. 

2For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 

3 I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling. 

4And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human Wisdom of Solomon , but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 

5 that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.

2. Do you remember "how" you received the message of salvation as a "babe" with such simplicity and childlike faith?

3. Do you remember how simple it was? Hold on to that!!!

4. And with childlike faith watch and wait for His return!

a) Many of us have gotten pre-occupied with living life and doing church we don"t want Him to return right now.

b) I read one commentator that said you can tell the spiritual condition of a person by how they respond to the Lord"s return.

(1) The closer they are to Him the more excited they are to have Him come back.

(2) Can you say MARANATHA! this morning?

D. Verse4

1. The word few is "small, slight, little"!

2. There are always a few, small, little, insignificant remnant who will be faithful to the end!

3. The white garments of heaven has always been reserved for a minority group.

4. The road to heaven is not narrow to exclude people, it is narrow because few people travel it!

E. Verse5

1. Once again I find it necessary to quote you 1 John 5:5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? (NKJV)

2. Matthew 10:32-33 " Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. 

33 "But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven. (NKJV)

a) Jesus is what makes us "acceptable" to the Father and heaven!

b) As we have said before 2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is . . . not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. (NKJV)

c) John 3:17 "For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. (NKJV)

d) I believe that ALL of mankind"s names are written in the Book of Life when Jesus forms us in our mother"s womb.

e) It is only later, when we chose to obey sin rather than God that our name is "blotted out"!

(1) That is why children that die young need no repentance. There name is already written!

(2) How about you? Is your name written in The Lamb"s Book of Life this morning?

(3) Or has sin entered the camp separating you from the Lord?

(4) Will the Lord have to blot it out or will you accept His forgiveness in Jesus?

IV. CONCLUSION

A. Verse6

1. Do you hear with you heart this morning?

2. Do you have a relationship with the Lord?

3. If Song of Solomon , is it still alive? Do you remember "HOW" you first heard and responded?

4. Are you still in love?



Verses 7-13 

John Brown

Revelation 3:7-13
The Church in Philadelphia

I. INTRODUCTION

A. John 13:34 "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. "By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love forone another." (NKJV)

B. 1 John 4:7-8 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. (NKJV)

1. How easy it is to feel unloved! Revelation 12:10 tells us that satan is "the accuser of our brothers," and "accuses them before our God day and night,". . .. (NIV)

a) The Lord has made us to need to feel loved and accepted. Unfortunately, people can be very unloving and very unkind- EVEN AT CHURCH!!!!!

b) But this church was different!!!!

2. Clovis G. Chappell said, "Were it my privilege to go back across the years and attend a service at one of these seven churches, I think I should choose the church at Philadelphia."
a) This was the church of "brotherly love"!

b) They had so allowed the Lord to permeate their lives that they had taken on His characteristics of love!

c) They were not just "hearers of the word" as James speaks of but they were "doers of the word!"

(1) Because of this love for the Lord and for each other, the Lord opened many doors for ministry!

(2) And in this verses, He wants them to know how pleased He is with them.

II. THE CHURCH AT PHILADELPHIA

A. The area around Philadelphia was rich farm land know for its rich harvest of grapes, mainly due to the volcanic ash in the soil.

1. This particular area in Asia was subject to frequent tremors and occasional earthquake!

a) At the beginning of the first century, they had suffered a tremendous earthquake that completely demolished the area around Sardis, but by the end of the century everything had been rebuilt and this church in Philadelphia had established a loving testimony for the Lord.

b) This church in Philadelphia by the way, is the only one of the seven for which the Lord has no words of correction!

aIII. TEXT

A. Revelation 3:7 "To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open. (NIV)

1. Again it is important that we spend time studying the description the Lord uses for Himself as he address this church:

a) By describing Himself as "HIM WHO IS HOLY", He declares Himself to be God!

b) 1 Samuel 2:2 "No one is holy like the LORD, For there is none besides You, Nor is there any rock like our God. (NKJV)

(1) John told us that 1 John 3:5 . . . in Him there is no sin. (NKJV)

(2) Pilate and his wife called Him a "just" (meaning righteous) man!

(3) You see, the very nature of Christ is Holy, therefore it is impossible for Him to sin!

(4) By calling Himself Holy, He was by very nature claiming to be God!

2. "HE THAT IS TRUE"
a) G. Campbell Morgan tell us the difference between holy and true. He says that as the "holy One, Christ is right in character; as the "true" One, He is right in conduct.

(1) Because the Lord"s character was pure, His conduct was also pure and correct.

(a) It is the same with us as individuals or we as a church. When our character is found in Christ, our conduct will, as a result be Christ-like!!

(b) Jesus called Himself the "TRUTH"
(i) John 14:6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. (NKJV)

(ii) 1 Corinthians 13:6 (Love) does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; (NKJV)

(iii) Real Love always has Jesus as its focus!!!

3. Revelation 3:7 . . . He who has the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens": (NKJV)

a) This is taken out of Isaiah 22:2; Isaiah 22:22 in reference to a faithful servant named Eliakim under the rule of King Hezekiah.

(1) It seems that the man that preceded him, Shebna, was unfaithful and these scriptures were the Lord"s promise to give his position to Eliakim.

(a) He promised him all the authority and privileges of the house of David.

(i) One of those privledges was sole possession of the keys to the treasury!

(b) This of course this was a foreshadowing of Jesus Christ the one who already holds the keys to hell and death, and here claims the keys to the kingdoms of the earth as well!!

B. Revelation 3:8 "I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it; for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name. (NKJV)

1. First HE holds the keys to the door of salvation. No one gets to the father except through Him.

a) John 10:9 "I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. (NKJV)

2. Second He hold the keys to the door of service. When they are open no one can shut them. When they are closed no one can pry them open!

a) Lehman Strauss believes that this church represents the period that immediately followed the Reformation period1750-1950.

b) A time when men like William Carey, John and Charles Wesley, George Whitefield, Adoniram Judson, Charles Finney, Dwight Moody, and Billy Sunday filled the world with the Gospel! the door was open!

c) General Douglas McArthur begged the Christians of America to send5 ,000 missionaries through the open door that existed in Japan, we failed to answer that call!

d) In1960 , President Eisenhower was prevented from visiting by thousands of demonstrating communists!

(1) Recently many doors opened again, now they are quickly shutting!

(a) The Age Of Grace is quickly coming to a close!

3. . . .you have a little strength, have kept my word, and have not denied My name.

a) "Little" is not always bad because the "Lord"s strength is made perfect in weakness." 2 Corinthians 12:9(NKJV)

b) James 4:6 . . ."God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble."(NKJV)

(1) In this case their "little strength" was not condemned, it was praised because with that little, humble strength they had managed to keep the Gospel pure and stay faithful to the Lord!!

c) The "NAME" of the Lord is always significant!!

(1) As JESUS = He is Mediator!

(2) As CHRIST = He is Messiah!

(3) And as LORD = He is Master!

C. Revelation 3:9 "Indeed I will make those of the synagogue of Satan, who say they are Jews and are not, but lie-- indeed I will make them come and worship before your feet, and to know that I have loved you. (NKJV)

1. HE promises that those who were causing them the most problems, those who desired to be worshipped themselves, would be brought to their knees in worship of the Savior!

a) And these true believers would be witnesses of this! These "pretenders" would witness the Lord"s love for the real church in Philadelphia!

D. Revelation 3:10 "Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth. (NKJV)

1. This is one of the strongest verses supporting the pre-tribulation theory.

a) There has been and will be "til Christ"s return, a battle with satan and his demons from which no Christian is immune, but that is not the GREAT TRIBULATION!

b) This time of judgmental suffering coming upon the earth is for those "who dwell upon the earth" and that is not the Church!

(1) Even the ones who are martyred during the tribulation- it will be by satans hand.

(2) They will not be the object of the wrath of God!

c) Here the Lord promises to "keep them from the hour of trial that will come upon the whole earth"
E. Revelation 3:11 "Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your crown. (NKJV)

1. In every generation there are those people and things that seek to cause us loss of our rewards!

a) In Smyrna it was discouragement from trials, tribulations and poverty.

b) In Pergamos there were the doctrines of Balaam and the Nicolaitanes.

c) In Thyatira, Jezebel threatened the Truth.

d) And in Sardis, they had a dead testimony!

(1) Matthew 13:22 . . .the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful. (NKJV) these things threaten every generation!

(2) We must guard that precious Life and Love that is ours!!

(3) Galatians 6:9 And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. (NKJV)

F. Revelation 3:12 "He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no more. And I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God. And I will write on him My new name. (NKJV)

1. 1 John 5:5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? (NKJV)

a) Once again the Lord promises the Christian eternity!

(1) This promise contains three distinct characteristics of identification.

(a) The name of our Savior!

(b) Our own heavenly citizenship!

(c) And our own distinctive new name selected and awarded by the Lord Himself!

G. Revelation 3:13 "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches." " (NKJV)

1. Again this is a message for the church!

2. It is a message for the heart not just the ears!

3. It is a message to hang in there!

4. It is a message of hope and promise!

5. It a message to cause us to ask ourselves, how are we doing in the area of love?

a) Is it characteristic of the Lord"s love?

b) Is there anyone we have hurt lately that we need to apologize to and tell them that we love them?



Verses 14-22 

John Brown

Revelation 3:14-22
The Church in Laodicea

A man visited his optometrist to have his glasses checked. "They just aren"t strong enough," he told the doctor. "Don"t you have something stronger?" "Yes," asid the optometrist, "there is one lense that is stronger." "Just one?" asked the man. "What comes after that?" "After that," said the doctor, "you buy a dog." Pendleton

MIRAGE = Thinking you see something but when you get closer, it"s not there.

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Isaiah 42:20 Seeing many things, but you do not observe; Opening the ears, but he does not hear." (NKJV)

B. Jesus spoke of the religious leaders of the day in Matthew 15:14-15 "Let them alone. They are blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind leads the blind, both will fall into a ditch."
1. In things of the Spirit, there is sight that equals blindness and a blindness that gives sight!

a) There are many in this world that think they can see perfectly well!

(1) They feel they have the ability to judge the present as well as the future and "all is well".

b) Yet, there are others that have admitted that they can"t see.

(1) They agree that they are too narrow visioned to see what lies ahead today much less the future.

c) One thinks they have the things of the Spirit nailed down.

d) The other admits that he is Spiritually blind and has gone to the PHYSICIAN and their blindness has been healed!

e) The church in Laodicea is blind!!

II. THE CHURCH AT LAODICEA

A. Laodicea was fourty-five miles southeast of Philadelphia.

1. It was the meeting place of three major, intersecting highways.

a) Thus, it was the center of commerce!

b) This city had stadiums, public baths, shopping centers, wealthy bankers, many millionaires.

(1) They could buy and have anything they wanted!

(2) It was in this atmosphere, that the church in Laodicea existed.

(3) Many commentators believe that this seventh church represents from about the turn of the century until this present day.

(4) Keep in mind that the Lord completes His work in cycles of seven, and this is the seventh church!

(a) In the first church in Ephesus, He told them they had "left their first love".

(b) That was the beginning of His messages to the churches, and here we see the final result of Christ not being first!

(c) Here He is outside the church, standing and knocking to get in!!

III. TEXT

A. Revelation 3:14 And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, "These things says the Amen, , (NKJV)

1. Again the Lord"s discription of Himself is very important as he addresses this church:

a) He describes Himself as "the Amen. . ."
(1) The word "amen" is translated form Hebrew into both Greek and English and it means TRUTH!

b) Last study He described Himself as "HE THAT IS TRUE"
(1) If you remember, G. Campbell Morgan told us the difference between holy and true. He said that as the "holy One, Christ is right in character; as the "true" One, He is right in conduct.

(2) Because the Lord"s character was pure, His conduct was also pure and correct.

(a) Once again, He claims to be God!

(b) Hebrews , and HE alone can proclaim "AMEN" after everything He says or does!

(c) Jesus called Himself the "TRUTH"
(i) John 14:6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. (NKJV)

2. ". . .the Faithful and True Witness. . ."
a) For a church He about to pass judgment on, this is significant!

(1) If you are going to be brough before the Judges , you want to be sure that the witnesses are impartial!

(a) John 18:37 (before Pilate). . .for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth.. . .(NKJV)

3. ". . . the Beginning of the creation of God:"
a) Jesus Christ was not the beginning of God"s creation, but rather He was the One in whom all creation had its beginning!

(1) John 1:3-4 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. (NKJV)

(a) A deeply materialistic church needed to be reminded of this.

(b) A church that had "washed" out every doctrine of the Bible needed to know this!

(i) Many churches in this "Laodicean period" have turned from creation to evolution!

(ii) They have turned from that Bible as being the in-errant Word of God to it being "partially true."
(iii) In an effort to please everyone, they have displeased the Savior!

B. Revelation 3:15-17 "I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. 

16 "So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth. Because you say, "I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing" -- and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked-- (NKJV)

1. There is realy nothing the Lord can praise this church for so He begins the admonishment!

a) Many in the modern church are fence-sitters, or middle-of-the-roaders.

(1) The Greek word for "hot" is ZESTOS and means "boiling hot", and that they were not!!! (When your hot, your hot!)

(2) They are neither excited for, nor antagonistic towards the Lord.

(3) In fact, they went to church, probably gave from their wealth, and the church no doubt had a fancy facility and many programs.

(a) Many of them sat on church boards and made church policy.

(4) Everyone knew them as "Christians" but there wasn"t enough CHRIST in them affect their lives!

(5) They didn"t live for Him, they lived for themselves.

(a) They sad part was that they were blind and didn"t even recognize it!

(b) Their condition "sickened" the Lord.

(c) The word "miserable" means "pitiable"

C. Revelation 3:18 "I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see. (NKJV)

1. HE has assessed the situation, now HE gives counsel!

a) As wealthy merchants these folks could buy whatever they wanted, and most of them did!

(1) The problem was that they only traded at "WORLDMART".

(2) They knew nothing of Spiritual goods.

(a) Notice that the Lord says, "I counsel," not I "command"!

(b) He still respects their right to choose but he offers them the best advice!

(3) This "language" is best described in Isaiah 55:1 "Ho! Everyone who thirsts, Come to the waters; And you who have no money, Come, buy and eat. Yes, come, buy wine and milk. Without money and without price. (NKJV)

(a) What a figure of grace! The ability to buy without money!

(b) The only "currency" that is required is the admission of our own deep need and poverty of spirit!.

(c) In other words, "If you are concious of your povery, I have riches for you."
(i) James 4:6 . . ."God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble."(NKJV)

(ii) Isaiah 13:12 I will make a mortal more rare than fine gold, A man more than the golden wedge of Ophir. (NKJV)

A husband and wife were arguing. "I was a fool when I married you," the wife said. "Yea, I quess you were," said here husband, "but I was so infatuated at the time, that I didn"t notice."

(iii) Many are so infatuated with the world that they can"t see the foolishness ot their own blindness.

D. Revelation 3:19 "As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. (NKJV)

1. The Lord"s love is never so complacent that it condones sin.

a) It is because of His love that He tells it like it is!

b) It is not a Biblical concept to hide sin!

(1) Today it seems that we think that to be a real friend we must hide another"s sin.

(2) That wasnot, nor never has been the Lord"s approach.

(3) He says, "Deal with it!"
E. Revelation 3:20 "Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me. (NKJV)

1. The Lord was shut out of this church, but as always he appeals on an individual level.

a) Repentance seldom takes place "en masse". That is why He uses words like "whosoever will" and to "any man".

b) So it doesn"t matter what the person next to you does, or thinks. Christ is appealing to you today to repent and let him in.

c) In many churches today, the Lord isn"t even welcome. They have become institutions of accomplishments.

d) Here we see Him on the outside asking for admittance.

IV. CONCLUSION

A. Revelation 3:21-22 "To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. 

22 "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches." " " (NKJV)

1. If He is to be a vital part of our lives, it must be by invitation and purpose!

2. For the Christian and the unsaved alike, to live for Christ must be a choice!

3. If this morning, you cannot see your need for a Savior, you above all, are to be pitied!

4. If you an the other hand can see you blindness, and poverty: you indeed are among the richest of men!

5. For today you will inherit the riches of heaven

The lady contributed to the beggar on crutches, but couldn"t resist the temptation to preach to him. "It must be terrible to be lame," she said, "but I think how much worsr it is to be blind." That"s right lady," he said. When I was blind, people kept passing counterfeit money off on me"

If your tired of being counterfeited, turn to Christ!!!

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-11 

John Brown

Revelation 4
After These Things

I. INTRODUCTION

A. The key to understanding the book of Revelation is in Revelation 1:19 "Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will take place after this. (NKJV)

1. The book is divided into three sequential events:

a) (#1) "The things which (John) had seen" = This by the way, was shown to him in chapter1and that the Glorified Christ in all of His Heavenly Majesty!

b) (#2) "The things which are" = this time period represents the Church Age. The time of the7 churches which we just completed in chapters2,3.

c) And finally "the things which will take place after this." = That Isaiah , the things that will take place after the church age. = This is represented in chapters4through22.

B. Song of Solomon , in this scene, the church has been raptured and the Lord is about to execute judgment upon the "earth dwellers" described in Revelation 3:10 "Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth. (NKJV)

1. This gives us the proper "picture" for the opening of chapter4.

a) There is one word that predominates this chapter and it is the word "throne"!

(1) It appears12times in these11verses and no less than37 times in the book of Revelation.

(2) One might get the impression of judgment as the throne suggests!

(a) And the next18 chapters will unveil judgment like the earth, (and the people dwelling on it) has never seen since the creation.

(b) Lets take a look at chapter4!

II. TEXT

A. Revelation 4:1 After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven. And the first voice which I heard was like a trumpet speaking with me, saying, "Come up here, and I will show you things which must take place after this." (NKJV)

1. The first thing we notice is ". . .a door standing open in heaven. . ."!

a) A door gives right of passage from one place to another.

b) This door is in heaven and it is giving John the right to enter heaven.

c) Scripture tells us that there is only one door to heaven!

(1) John 10:9 "I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. (NKJV)

(2) John 14:6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. (NKJV)

(a) John would not have been permited this priviledge without being born again!

2. The next thing we notice is the ". . .voice like a trumpet. . . ."
a) Paul has already described the rapture in 1 Corinthians 15:51-52 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 

52in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. (NKJV)

(1) This trumpet sound will close the dispensation of grace (the church age).

(2) This trumpet of blessing will call God"s children home!

(a) John , in this chapter represents all of us who will be caught up in the air to meet the Lord!

(b) John was not only given a vision, but invited to "come up here" = he was spiritually translated in heaven!

B. Revelation 4:2-3 Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set in heaven, and One sat on the throne. 

3And He who sat there was like a jasper and a sardius stone in appearance; and there was a rainbow around the throne, in appearance like an emerald. (NKJV)

1. John had to be "in the spirit" because his earthly body had not yet been "transformed" for space and time travel!

2. The first thing he saw upon entrance to heaven was "a throne."
3. The Greek word for "set" is present continuous, meaning that it "was being set" right before John"s eyes.

a) Most commentators believe that this is the "judgment seat of Christ" before which all Christians must stand!

(1) Yes, ALL Christians will face a judgment!!

(2) Romans 14:10 But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. (NKJV)

(3) 2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. (NKJV)

(a) This is a judgment for works and not for salvation!

(b) 1 Corinthians 3:13-15 each one"s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one"s work, of what sort it is. 

14If anyone"s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. 

15 If anyone"s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. (NKJV)

4. ". . .He who sat there was like a jasper and a sardius stone in appearance. . ."The Lord warned not to make any image of HIM because it "misrepresented" Him.

a) God cannot be captured on canvas or carved in stone!

(1) Whom John saw was "like" jasper and sardius stones. Not in shape, but in brillinace and magnificence.

(a) By the way, jasper is red and symbolic of judgment and scarifice.

(b) The sardine stone was purple, symbolic of royalty!

5. Notice the rainbow!

a) This rainbow unlike anything we have ever seen is "around" or "round-a-bout" the throne.

(1) It is a complete circle, where as we loose part of ours due to the horizon!

b) The Bible refers to the rainbow only4times.

(1) The first is in Genesis promising mercy to mankind even in the midst of judgment.

(2) The second is in Ezekiel 1:2-28 as Ezekiel describes his vision of God.

(3) The third is here in verse3.

(4) And lastly in Revelation 10:1 again dealing with a vision of the Lord and His throne.

(a) Song of Solomon , unmistakably, John is in the throne room of God!

C. Revelation 4:4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white robes; and they had crowns of gold on their heads. (NKJV)

1. There are at least4reasons why these elders are human and not angels:

a) All angels are the same age. There can be no "elders" among them.

b) The term "elder" is only used in the Bible for human men.

c) These "elders" are wearing white, a promise to overcoming believers.

d) And these "elders" are also wearing crowns also promised to "overcomers".

2. These24 "elders" represent all believers of all ages.

3. But they are also individual men, the representative "elders" of all humanity!

a) There are in Genesis , 24partiarchs listed in the line of the promised seed of Abraham.

b) Perhaps these are the men. No one is absolutely sure!

D. Revelation 4:5 And from the throne proceeded lightnings, thunderings, and voices. Seven lamps of fire were burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God. (NKJV)

1. These "rumblings" from heaven are indicative of judgment one again!

a) If you will remember, the same thing happened a Sinai when the Law was given. Then like here, the Lord was not dealing in grace!

2. As we have said, the number7 in scripture symbolizes completion and fullness.

a) Song of Solomon , then, seven separate spirits represent the "fulness" and "completeness" of the Lord"s Holy Spirit!

E. Revelation 4:6-9 Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crystal. And in the midst of the throne, and around the throne, were four living creatures full of eyes in front and in back. 

7 The first living creature was like a lion, the second living creature like a calf, the third living creature had a face like a Prayer of Manasseh , and the fourth living creature was like a flying eagle. 

8 The four living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes around and within. And they do not rest day or night, saying: "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and Isaiah , and is to come." 

9 Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who lives forever and ever, (NKJV) (The SEA OF GLASS)

1. 2 Chronicles 4:2-6 Then he made the Sea of cast bronze, ten cubits (15 feet) from one brim to the other; it was completely round. Its height was five cubits (75 feet), and a line of thirty cubits (45 feet) measured its circumference. 

3And under it was the likeness of oxen encircling it all around, ten to a cubit (18 inches), all the way around the Sea. The oxen were cast in two rows, when it was cast. 

4It stood on twelve oxen: three looking toward the north, three looking toward the west, three looking toward the south, and three looking toward the east; the Sea was set upon them, and all their back parts pointed inward. 

5 It was a handbreadth thick (3inches); and its brim was shaped like the brim of a cup, like a lily blossom. It contained three thousand baths (174thousand gallons). 

6 He also made ten lavers, and put five on the right side and five on the left, to wash in them; such things as they offered for the burnt offering they would wash in them, but the Sea was for the priests to wash in. (NKJV)

2. Exodus 30:18-21 "You shall also make a laver of bronze, with its base also of bronze, for washing. You shall put it between the tabernacle of meeting and the altar. And you shall put water in it, 

19 "for Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet in water from it. 

20 "When they go into the tabernacle of meeting, or when they come near the altar to minister, to burn an offering made by fire to the LORD, they shall wash with water, lest they die. 

21 "So they shall wash their hands and their feet, lest they die. And it shall be a statute forever to them-- to him and his descendants throughout their generations." (NKJV)

a) These priests were already washed by the blood of the Lamb, therefore the sea before John was hard and crystaline. The priests were able to "walk" right into the presence of the Lord!

3. Ezekiel also described these "living creatures" that are before John at the throne: Ezekiel 1:10 As for the likeness of their faces, each had the face of a man; each of the four had the face of a lion on the right side, each of the four had the face of an ox on the left side, and each of the four had the face of an eagle. (NKJV)

a) There is much speculation about these creatures, and no doubt, each face is significant and symbolic.

(1) You will notice that the oxen in2Chronicles face North, South, East, and West.

(2) Perhaps each face keeps a certain watch over the throne!

b) One thing is for sure, they are there to worship the Lord

c) Day and night they cry:

(1) . . ."Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is to come!" . . .

(2) It is interesting that their "holy""s are in threes. Perhaps for the Father, Song of Solomon , and Holy Spirit!

(3) Or maybe it is for God"s work of creation, redemption, and final restoration!

(4) Whatever the reasons, they dedicate their existance to glorify and honor the Lord eternally!

(5) And notice what happens when they do!

F. Revelation 4:10-11 the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying: 

11 "You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For You created all things, And by Your will they exist and were created." (NKJV)

1. The "elders" cannot worship the Lord while they are on their own thrones.

a) They are compelled to fall at His feet in worship!

2. Notice also that although the crowns were earned and deserved, they were unbecoming in His presence!

3. Their thrones seemed unimportant and insignificant compared to Him.

4. Notice also, "the redeemed" cast their crowns before the Lord as they praise His name!

III. CONCLUSION

A. Revelation 4:11 "You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For You created all things, And by Your will they exist and were created." (NKJV)

1. Before we can be redeemed we must believe that we were created!

2. There is no room in Christianity for evolution!

3. These heavenly being have no problem believing that He is the creator of all things!

4. Therefore they give Him praise as such!

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-14 

John Brown

Revelation 5:1-14
The Title Deed

I don"t know if there are men on the moon, but if there are they must be using the earth as their lunatic asylum--George Bernard Shaw

There is enough for all. The earth is a generous mother; she will provide in plentiful abundance food for all her children if they will but cultivate her soil in justice and in peace--Bourke Coekran

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Daniel 12:8-9 Although I heard, I did not understand. (His vision of future events) Then I said, "My lord, what shall be the end of these things?" 

9 And he said, "Go your way, Daniel , for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end. (NKJV)

1. The meaning of the sealed scroll is in the Old Testament book of Jeremiah:

a) Jeremiah"s cousin Hanameel, decided to sell his land to Jeremiah because he figured that when Nebucadnezzar conqured them the land would be confiscated anyway.

b) While Jeremiah was in jail for giving this prophecy, the Lord told him to accept his cousin"s offer and buy the land because one day they would return and that way it would be preserved for his heirs.

(1) The court officials were called and the title deed was made out and the transaction was completed.

(2) The deed was rolled up into a scroll and sealed and could only be opened by the rightful owner!

(3) The deal was not fully consumated until the owner came forth to break the seals and claim his land.

(a) It took Jeremiah 70 years!

(i) Psalm 24:1 . .The earth is the LORD"s, and all its fullness, The world and those who dwell therein. (NKJV)

(b) The church has been raptured, now it is time to redeem all that was His from the beginning.

(i) satan is called the "god of this world" in Corinthians but he is a usurper. He doesn"t hold the title deed!

(ii) This "scroll" is the title deed to the earth!!

(iii) And the rightful owner is here to break the seals and to take possession!

(iv) (back to the text vrs2)

B. Genesis 49:8-10"Judah, you are he whom your brothers shall praise; Your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies; Your father"s children shall bow down before you. Judah is a lion"s whelp; From the prey, my Song of Solomon , you have gone up. He bows down, he lies down as a lion; And as a lion, who shall rouse him? The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor a lawgiver from between his feet, Until Shiloh comes; And to Him shall be the obedience of the people. (NKJV)

C. Hebrews 7:14 For it is evident that our Lord arose from Judah, . . . (NKJV)

D. Luke 1:32-33 "He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. 

33 "And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end." (NKJV)

1. As the "Lion of the tribe of Judah and the root of David", He arises from the throne to rule and reign over the earth!

2. Colossians 2:14-15 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 

15 Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphingover them in it. (NKJV)

E. John 1:29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold! The Lamb of Godwho takes away the sin of the world! (NKJV)

1. John knew who this was!! He was at the foot of the cross and saw the wounds of the Savior of the world!!!

F. Joshua 6:4 "And seven priests shall bear seven trumpets of rams" horns before the ark. But the seventh day you shall march around the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets. (NKJV) (JERICHO)

G. Matthew 6:22 The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light. (NKJV)

H. Leviticus 25:47-49 " Now if a sojourner or stranger close to you becomes rich, and one of your brethren who dwells by him becomes poor, and sells himself to the stranger or sojourner close to you, or to a member of the stranger"s family, "after he is sold he may be redeemed again. One of his brothers may redeem him; "or his uncle or his uncle"s son may redeem him; or anyone who is near of kin to him in his family may redeem him; or if he is able he may redeem himself. (NKJV)

I. Psalm 141:2 Let my prayer be set before You as incense, The lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. (NKJV)

06 Chapter 6 

Verse 1-2 

John Brown

Revelation 6:1-2
The7 Seals Part1

There is a story told of a man who died after having led a thoroughly selfish, immoral life. Moments later, he found himself in a world of bright sunlight, soft music, and figures all dressed in white. "Boy, I never expected this," he said to himself. "I guess God has a soft spot in His heart for a clever rascal like me." He turned to a figure in a white robe and said, "Buddy, I"ve got something to celebrate. Can I buy you a drink?" The figure answered, "If you mean alcoholic beverages, we don"t have any of that around here." "No booze, huh? Well then, what about a game of cards? Pinochle, draw poker, you name it." "I"m sorry but we don"t gamble here either." "Well, what do you do all day?" the man asked. "We read the psalms a lot. There is a Bible class every morning and a prayer circle in the afternoon." "Psalm! Bible study all day long! Boy, I"ll tell you--heaven isn"t what it"s cracked up to be." At which point the figure in white smiled and said, "I see that you don"t understand. We"re in heaven; you"re in hell."

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Luke 21:25-27 And there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars; and on the earth distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring; 

26 "men"s hearts failing them from fear and the expectation of those things which are coming on the earth, for the powers of heaven will be shaken. 

27 "Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. (NKJV)

1. Last study we found Jesus Christ to be the only One with the right and the authority to open the scroll and loosen it"s seals.

2. We also determined that this scroll is representative of the title deed to the earth!

a) Here in chapter6 , begins the opening of the seven seals that have kept the scroll bound until it"s righful owner returned.

b) It is here that the judgment of the earth begins!

(1) The judgment does not fully end until chaper19.

(2) The judgment of the earth is executed in three different series.

(a) The seals, the trumpets, and the vials.

(b) This has been illustrated with a telescope made up of three sections, the outer section containing the inner two.

(c) Out of the larger outer section (the seals) comes the second section (the trumpets), and out of the second comes the last section (the vials).

(d) It is important that we understand that the time frame this chapter represents: THESE EVENTS HAVE NOT YET TAKEN PLACE!

(e) They are yet future, though no doubt, many persecuted peoples have experienced similar "hololcosts".

(i) But, all of the world"s tradgedies and injustices combined will not compare with what is about to unfold before us in chapter6.

3. For us to really understand the events of chapter6 we must first take a look at the book of Ezekiel chapters38,39. (TURN AND READ TEXT!)

a) These events are the immediate background of chapter6.

b) At some point in these events the Lord will return and gather His church.

(1) It is impossible to know wheter it will take place before or after the Russian invasion of Israel!

(2) But we do know that here in chapter6 , the saints are already before the throne. Representative of the24 "crowned" elders before the throne worshipping the Lord!

c) The threat of Russia"s global conquest will have been removed!

d) Many other nations will seek to fill the vacumn left by Russia and her allies and a "ten nation" organization will unite to "manage the world! (By the way, scripture tells us the these ten nations will have cultural and legal ties to ancient, and most probably, current Rome!) Revelation 17:12-13 "The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have received no kingdom as yet, but they receive authority for one hour as kings with the beast. 

13 "These are of one mind, and they will give their power and authority to the beast. (NKJV)

(1) In one of these nations, a brilliant charismatic leader will immerge with tremendous solutions to many of the world"s global problems.

(2) He will be adored and gain tremendous power.

(3) He will also enter into a7 year treaty with Israel which he will break after31/2years.

(a) It will be during this first31/2years that the Temple in Jerusalem will be rebuilt and the sacrifices reinstituted.

(b) At this mid-point, this brilliant, charasmatic, antichrist will exhalt himself as the one to be worshipped.

(i) 2 Thessalonians 2:3-6 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, 

4who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 

5 Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things? 

6 And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time. (NKJV)

(4) But the first2or3years the people of the earth will experience peace and saftey and prosperity like they have never experienced!

(a) You see the threat of war seems over, those "Christians" are out of the way and are not keeping the world from "evolving".

(b) Finaly, "mother earth" is becoming one!

(c) It is from this background, we begin our study!

II. TEXT

A. 2 Thessalonians 2:11 And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, (NKJV)

B. Revelation 13:13-14 He performs great signs, so that he even makes fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men. 

14And he deceives those who dwell on the earth by those signs which he was granted to do in the sight of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast who was wounded by the sword and lived. (NKJV)

C. Matthew 23:27 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men"s bones and all uncleanness. (NKJV)

D. Revelation 17:17 "For God has put it into their hearts to fulfill His purpose, to be of one mind, and to give their kingdom to the beast, until the words of God are fulfilled. (NKJV)

In a cartoon by Charles Schultz Lucy says to Charlie Brown, "You reap what you sow! You get out of life exactly what you put into it. No more and no less!!" Snoopy, overhearing this statement, reflects, "I"d like to see a little more margin for error!" (Christians have it, unbelievers don"t!)

On a crowded street in one of our large cities, a young man was snatched from the path of a speeding truck, his life saved by a stately looking man. Still breathless from fright, the youth thanked the man for saving his life, and soon the man was lost in the crowd.

Two weeks later in a crowded courtroom, an anxious young man stood before the bench to be sentenced for murder. The Judge asked, "Young Prayer of Manasseh , have you anything to say before the sentence of death is passed upon you?"
"Why, Yes! Yes, Judges ," the youth responded, "You know me!"

A silence moved like a shock wave over the court room.

"I"m sorry, I cannot place you," said the Judge.

But the boy persisted, "You remember two weeks ago. At7th Ave. and Camelback, you saved my life. Surely, Judges , you can do something to save me now."
The Judge said, "Young Prayer of Manasseh , I do now remember you. But that day I was your savior. Today I am your judge."


Verses 3-6 

John Brown

Revelation 6:3-6
The7 Seals Part2

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Matthew 24:3-7 Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, "Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?" 

4And Jesus answered and said to them: "Take heed that no one deceives you. 

5 "For many will come in My name, saying, "I am the Christ," and will deceive many. 

6 "And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 

7 "For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places. (NKJV)

1. Last week we took a little time to overview a portion of Ezekiel in order to get some background for this section of Revelation.

a) We found that war and famine and pestilence will definitely be a part of these judgments found in chapter6.

(1) In which Russia, and Israel will play very important roles!

b) We took a look at the first "horseman" on a white horse who "went out conquering and to conquer."

c) Zechariah give us a little more information on these "horsemen"
(1) Zechariah 1:7-10 On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month, which is the month Shebat, in the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came to Zechariah the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet: 

8 I saw by night, and behold, a man riding on a red horse, and it stood among the myrtle trees in the hollow; and behind him were horses: red, sorrel, and white. 

9 Then I said, "My lord, what are these?" So the angel who talked with me said to me, "I will show you what they are." 

10 And the man who stood among the myrtle trees answered and said, "These are the ones whom the LORD has sent to walk to and fro throughout the earth." (NKJV)

(2) Zechariah 6:1-6 Then I turned and raised my eyes and looked, and behold, four chariots were coming from between two mountains, and the mountains were mountains of bronze. 

2With the first chariot were red horses, with the second chariot black horses, 

3with the third chariot white horses, and with the fourth chariot dappled horses-- strong steeds. 

4Then I answered and said to the angel who talked with me, "What are these, my lord?" 

5 And the angel answered and said to me, "These are four spirits of heaven, who go out from their station before the Lord of all the earth. 

6 "The one with the black horses is going to the north country, the white are going after them, and the dappled are going toward the south country." (NKJV)

(a) These supernatural horsemen, whoever they are, are instruments of judgment in the hands of the Lord!

(i) Each has a seperate task and the authority to carry out that task.

(ii) Notice that they receive their instructions at the foot of the throne!!!

(3) This morning we will turn our attention to the second seal and third seals and their respective "horsemen!

II. TEXT

A. Revelation 6:3-4 When He opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature saying, "Come and see." 

4Another horse, fiery red, went out. And it was granted to the one who sat on it to take peace from the earth, and that people should kill one another; and there was given to him a great sword. (NKJV)

1. As red is color of blood, so will the result of this messenger be much bloodshed!

2. Notice that He doesn"t do it himself. He just removes "peace from the earth".

a) The world has know only brief times of peace in all of it"s history!

I don"t know whether war is an interlude during peace, or peace is an interlude during war.

b) Now it will taken from the earth entirely.

(1) Peace treaties will be meaningless!

(a) 2 Timothy 3:3 tells us in the King James that they will be "truce breakers".

(2) The phrase "people should kill one another" implies that there will class wars, religious wars, and race wars as will as national wars!

(a) At the end of WWI,the League of Nations was formed in an effort to have peace in the world.

(b) Out of WWII, came the United Nations Organization, which also has failed to bring peace, and is financially bankrupt!

(i) Some of you may be familiar with the NUREMBERG TRIAL which uncovered that fact that Germany violated some69 treaties from1933-1941

(3) Ezekiel 38:21 . . . ."Every man"s sword will be against his brother. (NKJV) (Illustration from headlines)

(a) Even in America we can see that safety and security is slowly disappearing.

(b) Many people carry guns on their person or in their car for protection. Never knowing when they might be society"s next victom.

(c) Home and personal security equipment is quickly becoming the "hotest" resale items in the market. EVERYONE IS SCARED!

(d) When the Holy Spirit is removed from the earth ALL security will disappear!

(e) A couple of other insights: Satan is called the Great Red Dragon in Revelation 12:3 and I don"t think it is any coincidence that red is the color of communism!

(4) THERE IS NO PEACE WITHOUT JESUS!

B. Revelation 6:5-6 When He opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, "Come and see." So I looked, and behold, a black horse, and he who sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand. 

6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the four living creatures saying, "A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not harm the oil and the wine." (NKJV)

1. This time the horseman carries no weapons. This time it"s a pair of scales!

a) At the onset of war there is always the promise of a "better world" and a better economy but famine always follows war!!!

(1) It has been the case in China, North Korea, East Germany, Cuba, and Viet Nam.

(2) The scales as well as the black horse speaks of a time great darth upon the earth!

(a) Lamentations 5:10 Our skin was black like an oven because of the terrible famine. (KJV)

(b) Beating the plowshares into swords doesn"t leave much time for farming!

(c) There are already, in many countries, long lines for simple things like bread and butter and milk.

(d) Men, women and children are starving to death all over the world and it has become "common" and accepted!

2. The severity of the famine is suggested in the phrase "A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius. . "
a) The word "measure" (translated as quart) is here used to denote the amount required to feed a man for one day. (Strauss)

b) The "denarius" was equivalent to a penny and that was at the time a days wages!

c) Barley will be a little cheaper than the wheat. You will be able to purchase3quarts of that for a days wages!

(1) Imagine, a person must work all day long just for enough food for himself, not including food for the rest of the family.

(2) And that is if he can find work at all!!

(3) Many will simply starve to death or commit suicide to keep form starving.

3. The "oil and the wine" have traditionally been the luxuries of the rich.

a) The poor will starving for lack of the "necessities" while those in powerful control will be enjoying "luxuries"!

b) It is also possible that the "oil" and "wine" refer to other things as well.

(1) Oil (petroleum) will increase in value and will very probably be critical in the antichrist"s vast empire and control of the world.

(2) And where the un-saved world be with out their beer and mixed drinks?

(3) These may be allowed to be a part of the deception and destruction!



Verses 7-17 

John Brown

Revelation 6:7-12
The7 Seals Part3

To stop sinning suddenly--Elbert Hubbard

Quotes from Eddie Marquez, a young man that I watched die of AIDS on Tuesday morning, July20 , AM (1993) . He was a hemafhiliac and contracted the virus through bad blood.

"The dying collect moments, the living collect things."
"It is the dying that teach the living how to live."
I. INTRODUCTION

A. Genesis 19:12-14 Then the men said to Lot, "Have you anyone else here? Song of Solomon -in-law, your sons, your daughters, and whomever you have in the city-- take them out of this place! 

13 "For we will destroy this place, because the outcry against them has grown great before the face of the LORD, and the LORD has sent us to destroy it." 

14So Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who had married his daughters, and said, "Get up, get out of this place; for the LORD will destroy this city!" But to his sons-in-law he seemed to be joking. (NKJV)

1. Last week we studied the2nd and3seals of God"s judgment upon the earth.

a) We have determined that these supernatural horsemen, whoever they are, are instruments of judgment in the hands of the Lord!

(1) Each has a separate task and the authority to carry out that task.

(2) It should be kept in mind that they receive their instructions at the foot of the throne!!!

(a) God is in charge! He is the Lamb that is worthy to open the seals! It is at His hand that these judgments come as He reclaims the earth!

2. This morning we will turn our attention to the4th and5th seals and their respective "horsemen!

a) Both of these seals deal with death!

(1) All men must face physical death. It is the final curtain that no one will escape. Hebrews 9:27 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, (NKJV)

Death is more universal than life; everyone dies but not everyone lives--A. Sachs

(a) For those that have rejected Jesus, there will be a resurrection of torment. Luke 16:19-31 There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day. 

20 "But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at his gate, 

21 "desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man"s table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. 

22 "So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham"s bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. 

23 "And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 

24 "Then he cried and said, "Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame." 

25 "But Abraham said, " Song of Solomon , remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented. 

26 "And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us." 

27 "Then he said, "I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father"s house, 

28 "for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment." 

29 "Abraham said to him, "They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them." 

30 "And he said, "No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent." 

31 "But he said to him, "If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead." " (NKJV)

(b) And for those who have believed and trusted in Jesus as Lord and Savior there will be a resurrection into eternal life! John 11:25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. (NKJV)

(c) 1 John 5:11-12 Puts it yet another way: 

11And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 

12He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. (NKJV)

b) You will notice in the story of Lot, the Lord was there to rescue him from the judgment that was about to come upon Sodom and Gomorrah!

(1) He was even given the privilege of warning his relatives of the impending judgment, but some of them considered it a "joke"!

(a) So it is today, as believing Mom"s and Dad"s plead with their children and friends of the impending judgment; many consider it a joke!!

(b) I have often heard people say, "If I could just see a miracle, I would believe!"
(i) Based upon Luke 16:31. . ."If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead."

II. TEXT

A. Revelation 6:7-8 When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature saying, "Come and see." 

8 So I looked, and behold, a pale horse. And the name of him who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed with him. And power was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by the beasts of the earth. (NKJV)

1. Pale horse = chloros {khlo-ros"} = (Chloroform)

a) This is the same word used in Mark 6:39 to describe the color of the grass that the Lord had the people sit on when He fed the5 ,000 with the loaves and fishes.

(1) It actually has2meanings:

(a) The first is simply green indicating good healthy life!

(b) The second is yellowish pale. When my grass does not get the proper nourishment it needs it turns this dying color!

b) It is a term that usually indicates life but here it represents death!

(1) It is ironic that the world is seeking life outside of Jesus Christ.

(2) They are seeking life through pleasures and selfishness, but, they are not being fed! They are going to DIE!

(a) They are "yellowing up" and don"t even know it!

(3) Ultimately, there is no life outside of Jesus Christ!

(4) Notice in our text this morning, that "hell followed! after death not "partying with your friends"!

(a) Most people today have themselves convinced that "you party "till you drop cause this life is all there is."
(b) Some actually believe that they are on some "evolutionary journey" that will continue to give them "second chances".

(c) That is not what God says. Hebrews 9:27 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, (NKJV)

2. The name of the rider of this "pale" horse is NOT party, it is DEATH! and he wipes out1/4th of the earth"s population. (in excess of1billion people)!!!

a) And this will all happen in31/2years!!

b) The first3scrolls have already been opened. Peace will have been removed, brother will rise up against brother, famine and drought will be prevalent, and the anti-Christ"s kingdom will be gaining strength while people starve and kill each other as well as themselves!

c) "Beasts of the earth" will also play an important part in the deaths of many.

(1) The Greek word theerion used here for "beast" is also used in Acts 28:4 in reference to a poisonous snake!

(2) It is also used in Revelation 11:7 in reference to the beast that rises out of the bottomless pit to kill the two witness of Lord during the tribulation!

(a) Therefore, it could be some sort of evil, venemous wild beast used to take1/4th of the world"s population or more that likely it will be evil politcal dictators empowered by the beast himself to kill off1billion people who won"t submit!

(b) Perhaps it is a disease more deadly that anything we could ever imagine.

(c) Perhaps it is among us today!!!

B. Revelation 6:9-11 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held. 

10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?" 

11Then a white robe was given to each of them; and it was said to them that they should rest a little while longer, until both the number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed as they were, was completed. (NKJV)

1. These saints at the altar all had one thing in common; THEY HAD BEEN KILLED FOR THEIR BELIEFE IN JESUS CHRIST!

a) The sceen of the altar and the innocent blood of the saint is taken from Leviticus 4:17-18 where the Priest would pour out the blood at the bottom of the altar as an offering to the Lord for the sins of the people!

b) These saints proclaimed "innocent" by the Lord had their blood shed by those they sought to led to Christ! Matthew 24:9 "Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My name"s sake. (NKJV)

c) During the tribulation there will be a tremendous hatred for the Bible and the things of the Lord!

(1) The Christians will have been removed from the earth by the Lord but their testimony remains as well as the testimony of the two witnesses placed here by the Lord! Revelation 11:3-6 "And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy one thousand two hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth." 

4These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands standing before the God of the earth. 

5 And if anyone wants to harm them, fire proceeds from their mouth and devours their enemies. And if anyone wants to harm them, he must be killed in this manner. 

6 These have power to shut heaven, so that no rain falls in the days of their prophecy; and they have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to strike the earth with all plagues, as often as they desire. (NKJV)

d) In spite of the tremendous persecution, there will be a great revival, thousands (or as Revelation 7:9 puts it, a "great multitude") will be saved!

(1) Perhaps for the first time those Bibles and teatimonies left behind by the raptured saints will become precious and very valuable!

e) The Lord dresses them in the white robes of purity and tels them to wait until their number is complete!! Then he will take care of their executioners!

III. CONCLUSION

A. Revelation 6:12-17 I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became like blood. 

13And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree drops its late figs when it is shaken by a mighty wind. 

14Then the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and island was moved out of its place. 

15 And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the commanders, the mighty men, every slave and every free Prayer of Manasseh , hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains, 

16 and said to the mountains and rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 

17 "For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?" (NKJV)

1. Too bad some thought it was a "joke".

2. The Lord is ever reaching out, sending messengers as He did with Lot.

a) For the Christian the provision has been made, he will be rescued!

b) But how about their friends and relatives? Will they believe while there is time, or will their reply be the same as Lot"s Song of Solomon -in-laws to his sons-in-law he seemed to be joking.

c) The time is now for us to witness
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Revelation 7
The Redeemed

In Peru I remember well a conversation I once had with a little old man who lived on the outskirts of the village where I had my parish. He lived in a miserable hut, with his only possessions of a few pots and pans, and some rags of clothing. A scrawny little dog was always at his side. He was one of the happiest persons I have ever known. There was much peace and dignity about him. I cannot forget his smiling face. In conversation I soon discovered the secret of his joy. "Why are you always smiling?" I asked. "Because a joke a day makes me laugh--keeps me happy." "Well, what"s the great joke?" "I am." "You?""Yes, me. I think of God who created me and loves me and I laugh. God is so great, and I look at myself and say, `He loves me, a good-for-nothing- and I laugh. I am the joke and He is the jester."

I. INTRODUCTION

A. During our study of chapter6 , (during the5th seal), we caught a glimpse "of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held." Vrs9

1. Clothed in white robes, they were asking the Lord how long it would be before He would avenge their blood!

2. HE told them to rest and wait a little longer for there were more to be martyred during this great tribulation.

B. Chapter7 deals with these tribulation saints!

1. It is almost a "parenthetical" chapter if you will.

2. The6th seal has been opened. The great earthquake has taken place. Kings and rulers, rich and poor alike are hiding themselves in caves to escape the wrath of the Lamb.

3. But, the7th seal is not opened until chapter8!

a) The Lord pauses here between the seals to give John and us a more complete picture of the redeemed saints before the throne!

(1) Keep in mind that John at his point has not seen the completed result of all this destruction!

(2) Perhaps it is for him that the Lord "pauses" to give hope and show His mercy toward the saints.

(3) Perhaps it is an answer to the question that ended chapter6 , "For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?"
(4) The Lord does both. He answers the question and gives John the encouragement he needs to withstand the rest of the revelation.

II. REVELATION CHAPTER7

A. Revelation 7:1 After these things I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, on the sea, or on any tree. (NKJV)

1. Those who would like to discredit the Bible claim this verse is "pre scientific". Claiming that the Bible assumes the world to be "flat".

2. It is the same Greek word used in Revelation 20:8 that is translated as the four "quarters" of the earth.

a) Mariners and geologists today call it the "four quadrants of the compass, or the four directions!

(1) Dr. Henry Morris (THE REVELATION RECORD) ". . accurate modern geodetic measurements in recent years have proved that the earth actually does have four "corners." These are protuberances standing out from the basic ...spherical shape of the earth."
b) Today, the most common usage would be North, South, East, and West!

c) These four angels are standing on the North and South poles as well as opposite end of the equator holding back the wind!

d) That means that the entire water cycle that makes life possible on earth will be halted for a season!

(1) No doubt this ties in with the great famine the world is experiencing from the3seal.

(2) No doubt these4angels are assisting the LORD"s two witnesses who are given the power to stop the rain for31/2years!

(a) Revelation 11:3-6 "And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy one thousand two hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth." 4These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands standing before the God of the earth. 

5 And if anyone wants to harm them, fire proceeds from their mouth and devours their enemies. And if anyone wants to harm them, he must be killed in this manner. 

6 These have power to shut heaven, so that no rain falls in the days of their prophecy; and they have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to strike the earth with all plagues, as often as they desire. (NKJV)

B. Revelation 7:2-3 Then I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God. And he cried with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea, (NKJV) 

3saying, "Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads." (NKJV)

1. The drought will lead to mass starvation, but this mighty angel brings the mercy of the Lord in the form of a "seal" to separate God"s people from those for which the judgment is intended.

a) The Lord did this in Egypt as the Passover blood was applied to the doorposts of God"s people and the angel of death passed over their houses!

b) The Holy Spirit is called the seal of God which no doubt these believers will receive, but along with HIM also comes a special physical protection.

c) The word "till" implies the restraining is temporary!

d) Many believe that this is a time for these new saints to get grounded in their new found faith.

(1) After all, these new believers will have a profound affect as evangelisists during the tribulation.

(2) They must get prepared spiritually, and protected physically, if they are to win "thousands of thousands" to the Lord during that time period.

e) This seal will also be physical! On their foreheads! Identifying them as God"s special servants, under His protection.

(1) A procedure that the antichrist will duplicate according to Revelation 13:16.

(a) Revelation 13:16 He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on their foreheads, (NKJV)

C. Revelation 7:4-8 And I heard the number of those who were sealed. One hundred and forty-four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel were sealed: 

5 of the tribe of Judah twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Gad twelve thousand were sealed; 

6 of the tribe of Asher twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand were sealed; 

7 of the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Levi twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand were sealed; 

8 of the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Benjamin twelve thousand were sealed. (NKJV)

1. Remember this is not the church, they are already in the presence of the Lord.

a) Also, in the "church", there is "neither Jew nor Gentile" according to Galatians 3:27-28.

2. These144 ,000 are literally Jews from the12tribes! They are not some select group that today claims to be the "only ones going to heaven"! There is not one Gentile mentioned among them!

a) Please don"t misunderstand, there will be Gentiles saved during the tribulation, but they are not mentioned in this group that receives the seal and the special protection!

3. In this list, Dan is omitted! Presumably for the idolatry recorded in Leviticus 24:11, and Judges 18:1-2.

a) Strauss = "William Barclay points out the fact that in Rabbinic symbolism Dan stands for idolatry and that Antichrist is to spring from Dan. This conclusion is based upon Jeremiah 8:16."
b) Prayer of Manasseh , the first-born son of Joseph is mentioned in Dan"s place.

D. Revelation 7:9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, (NKJV)

1. As John looked, he saw yet another multitude no human could number.

2. He saw such a variety of Gentile nationalities that he couldn"t even describe them.

3. The "sealed" witnesses of the tribulation have done their job! The Gospel has been preached to all nations and perhaps millions have come to know the Lord as Savior!

4. They white robes suggest that the saints from the earlier part of the tribulation is among them.

5. If you remember, in chapter6 the Lord told them to wait and rest for a while "till the others joined them!

E. Revelation 7:10 and crying out with a loud voice, saying, "Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!" (NKJV)

1. With palm branches in hand, their cry, "Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!" is essentially the same cry which another multitude voiced on that fateful Sunday Jesus entered the city riding upon a donkey as they cried, "Hosanna!"

2. The palm branches are used in worship of a God that delivers and protects.

As in the Feast of Tabernacles where they Israelites would move out of their homes and live in "lean-to"s" covered with palm branches as a celebration of the LOrd delivering them out of the wilderness.

a) Here He has delivered SALVATION to those that believed on His name!!!

F. Revelation 7:11-12 All the angels stood around the throne and the elders and the four living creatures, and fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 

12saying: "Amen! Blessing and glory and Wisdom of Solomon , Thanksgiving and honor and power and might, Be to our God forever and ever. Amen." (NKJV)

1. Angel are created beings. They have never and will never experience what it is like to be utterly helpless, and by the mercy of God, know what it is like to be saved!

a) As they see the redeemed saints so full of appreciation they are reduced to praising the Lord along with them!

G. Revelation 7:13 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, "Who are these arrayed in white robes, and where did they come from?" (NKJV)

1. As we said earlier, John had not yet seen the results of the entire tribulation. He is only up to the sixth seal, Song of Solomon , He does not know until the next verse who they are, or how they got there!

H. Revelation 7:14 And I said to him, " Sirach , you know." So he said to me, "These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. (NKJV)

1. The Lord reveals their identity as the ones that made it out of the great tribulation by trusting in the Savior.

2. And the following is their reward:

I. Revelation 7:15-16 "Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them. 

16 "They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any heat; (NKJV)

1. It is important to remember, that these Christians here at the throne are servants by choice, not by demand!

2. They have the privilege most dream of; to serve the Lord day and night! And have the Lord live amongst them!!

a) There is no day or night in heaven so this refers to the millennial kingdom!

b) Look at the rewards: no hunger, no thirst, no sunburn. In fact the temperature will "spiritually controlled".

J. Revelation 7:17 "for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of waters. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes." (NKJV)

1. HE claimed to be the "living water" to the woman at the well".

2. HE claimed also to be the "bred of life".

3. HE is much more that salvation to the Christian, we will live in and through Him!!

QUOTE: From Max Lucado"s book "HE STILL MOVES STONES"
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Revelation 8
The Seventh Seal

I. INTRODUCTION

A. During our study of chapter6 , (during the5th seal), we caught a glimpse "of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held."
1. Clothed in white robes, they were asking the Lord how long it would be before He would avenge their blood!

2. HE told them to rest and wait a little longer for there were more to be martyred during this great tribulation.

B. Chapter8 is an answer to the prayers of these saints as well as the saints of every generation!

1. It is an answer to the prayers for the Lord to "make things right", to judge the enemies of the Lord!

2. As Dr. Henry Morris (author of THE REVELATION RECORD) puts it, "There was only one seal yet to be opened, but it would unleash more fury than all that had gone before."
a) Please keep in mind that this "seventh seal" of judgment has within it "seven trumpets" containing judgments of their own!

b) The death and destruction which is about to sent upon earth is so staggering that even the inhabitants of heaven are taken with silence, and it is there we begin our study!

II. TEXT

A. Revelation 8:1 When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. (NKJV)

1. Before and after this time, heaven and earth are filled with sound!

a) Just previous, we heard a great multitude shouting and praising before the throne.

b) On earth were the noises of war and shouts of fear and blasphemy.

c) But here, heaven is silent as they contemplate (and surely pray) about the coming events of this7th seal.

B. Revelation 8:2 And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to them were given seven trumpets. (NKJV)

1. Many believe that these are none other than Michael, and Gabriel, and five other "archangels" not mentioned specifically in scripture.

2. Jewish tradition, in a book called "Enoch", suggests that the names of the other five angels are, Raphael, Uriel, Sarakiel, and Raguel.

a) Whatever the other"s names, here they are before the thrown ready to carry out what the Lord has had planned since they were created on that first day.

C. Revelation 8:3 Then another angel, having a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. (NKJV)

1. This angel operates in a privileged role that the other"s do not have!

a) We see Him preparing to present the intercessions of God"s people to the Lord Himself!

b) He acts as a "mediator" between men and God!

(1) Yet 1 Timothy 2:5 tell us that . . . there is one. . . .Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, (NKJV)

2. Based upon the Priestly ministry of this "Angel", it appears to be none other than the Lord Himself!!

a) Revelation 5:8 helps us to better understand what is going on here, Now when He (the Lamb of God) had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. (NKJV)

(1) The "incense" He is offering is the prayers of the saints!

(a) When God"s people pray is a "sweetness" to Him because of Jesus!

(i) Romans 8:34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. (NKJV)

(ii) Hebrews 4:15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. (NKJV)

(iii) Psalm 141:2 Let my prayer be set before You as incense, The lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. (NKJV)

(2) Notice also that He is offering it with the "prayers of all saints".

(a) In other words every prayer from every saint that had ever prayed for justice to prevail was about to be answered!

D. Revelation 8:4 And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, ascended before God from the angel"s hand. (NKJV)

1. The prayers of the saints are only acceptable because of Jesus Christ!

a) How appropriate that these prayers "ascend before God from the angel"s hand."
b) Without the cross there would be no "saints" and prayers would be futile to an angry God!

c) It is only through the cross that the cries of humanity become the sweetness of prayers.

E. Revelation 8:5 Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and threw it to the earth. And there were noises, thunderings, lightnings, and an earthquake. (NKJV)

1. Notice that it is the same golden censer that carried the sweet prayers of the saints that becomes a fiery weapon of judgment for those who dwell upon the earth!

a) The same fire that purifies, also destroys!

b) It is amazing that people can hear the message of God"s love Sunday after Sunday and still reject His forgiveness.

c) Why would someone prefer to walk in the fire of sin, alienated from God, rather than be purified by the fire of His Holy Spirit?

(1) Hebrews 10:26-27 puts it this way, 26 For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 

27 but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries. (NKJV)

(a) Let it be known that today you have "received the knowledge of the truth"!

(b) What affect will the fire have on you, destruction or purification?

2. The silence is broken!!!!!! And on earth there are cataclysmic disturbances!

a) No doubt, atmospheric physicists will be attempting to "scientifically" explain these events rather than deal with their sin!

F. Revelation 8:6-7 So the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound. 

7 The first angel sounded: And hail and fire followed, mingled with blood, and they were thrown to the earth. And a third of the trees were burned up, and all green grass was burned up. (NKJV)

1. The earth dwellers had just experienced an electrical storm plus a violent earthquake, and now it is followed by a heavenly hail storm!

a) We"ve seen this once before in Exodus 9:23-24 And Moses stretched out his rod toward heaven; and the LORD sent thunder and hail, and fire darted to the ground. And the LORD rained hail on the land of Egypt. 

24So there was hail, and fire mingled with the hail, so very heavy that there was none like it in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation. (NKJV)

(1) The first was local, this one will be world-wide!

(2) And different than Egypt, this one will be mixed with blood!

(3) "One third of the trees" and "all of the green grass" was burnt up!

Keep in mind this will follow a severe drought, making the fire that much easier.

G. Revelation 8:8-9 Then the second angel sounded: And something like a great mountain burning with fire was thrown into the sea, and a third of the sea became blood. 

9 And a third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed. (NKJV)

1. This "mountain" doesn"t seem to be like anything John has ever seen before! In fact he says it was, "something like a great mountain..."

a) It is very possible that this is a giant meteorite, or asteroid, or perhaps even an orbiting satellite that lands in the ocean!

b) Whatever it Isaiah , it has only one impact point but the whole world will know about it!

(1) Maybe scientists will see it coming and the world will watch the splashdown via satellite!

(2) The affect and destruction will be greater than that of an atomic bomb!

(a) 1/3of all sea life will die and the tidal wave will be so intense so as to destroy1/3of all the ship on that ocean!

(b) 1/3of that ocean will be as blood!

(c) Imagine what affect this will have on the food chain?

H. Revelation 8:10-11 Then the third angel sounded: And a great star fell from heaven, burning like a torch, and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water. The name of the star is Wormwood. A third of the waters became wormwood, and many men died from the water, because it was made bitter. (NKJV)

1. This great star is more "fluid" in nature and that "fluid" causes it to burn "like a lamp or torch".

2. This star even has its own name: WORMWOOD! (C.S. Lewis = SCREWTAPE LETTERS)

a) It"s only used in the New Testament here and is of uncertain origin.

b) In the Greek it is absinthos from which we get our English word absinthe.

c) Websters defines absinthe as "a green, bitter liqueur having the flavor of licorice and wormwood."
d) It is translated in the Old Testament as "hemlock"!

(1) Whatever it"s origin, it is deadly and "many men died from the water.."
I. Revelation 8:12 Then the fourth angel sounded: And a third of the sun was struck, a third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of them were darkened. A third of the day did not shine, and likewise the night. (NKJV)

1. I don"t know how the scientists can justify or explain this one away!

a) This is not just haze or clouds, the text tells us that the angel "strikes" the sun, moon, and stars and dims their output by1/3!!!

b) What is even more staggering is that Revelation 16:8-9; tell us that latter, the sun"s output is actually intensified!

(1) Luke 21:25-26 " And there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars; and on the earth distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring; 

26 "men"s hearts failing them from fear and the expectation of those things which are coming on the earth, for the powers of heaven will be shaken. (NKJV)

J. Revelation 8:13 And I looked, and I heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, "Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants of the earth, because of the remaining blasts of the trumpet of the three angels who are about to sound!" (NKJV)

1. I think a flying angel would be enough to cause me to repent, but it seems to have little affect upon the hardened hearts of the "earth dwellers".

a) Please notice, he is visible to those upon the earth. It is to them that he cries his message!

b) Basically the message Isaiah , "you ain"t seen noth"n yet!"
(1) Even in the midst of setting all things right the Lord is still merciful and longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. (NKJV) 2 Peter 3:9
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Revelation 9:1-12
Hell on Earth

Some minds are like finished concrete- thoroughly mixed and permanently set.

I. INTRODUCTION

A. By nature, we as human beings have an incredible gift for not dealing with things!

1. When confronted with our sins we often "project" the blame elsewhere.

a) In the Garden, when the Lord confronted Eve, she said it was the serpent"s fault.

b) When the Lord confronted Adam, he blamed the Lord for the wife HE had given him.

c) There"s a stanza in one of Susan Ashton"s songs that pretty well describes this nature:Marco found the orientGeppetto found his boyLincoln found a unityThat Lee could not destroyLindy found the other sideGershwin found the stageMe, I found a stubbornessThat seems to grow with age

d) In spite of all that has happened on the earth, during this tribulation period, the "earth dwellers" are still rebellious toward the Lord.

e) Their hearts are still hard and they refuse to repent and admit their sins!

f) You see, up "till now, all of the devastation has affected man only indirectly!

(1) At the first trumpet, the trees and grass were consumed by the hail and fire and blood.

(2) At the second trumpet, the sea creatures and ships were destroyed by the mass from outer space.

(3) When the third trumpet blew, another missile poisoned the underground springs.

(4) And lastly, at the fourth trumpet, the sun, and moon, and stars were put on a dimmer switch!

(a) Their brilliance was reduced by1/3.

g) Although these judgments brought fear, and pain and death to many, but most survived with little personal suffering!

(1) When things began to return to normal, the panic went away, and mankind resumed their sinful rebellious lifestyle!

(a) Not unlike most of us, who throughout our lives called upon the Lord when things got tough, only to forget the promises after the heat was off!!

(2) You have heard the saying, "You ain"t seen nothin" yet!:

(a) Well, that was the message of the flying angel where we left off in Revelation 8:13 And I looked, and I heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, "Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants of the earth, because of the remaining blasts of the trumpet of the three angels who are about to sound!" (NKJV)

(b) This time, every single person on the face of the earth will experience the wrath of God as He continues to judge the earth, and reclaims the title deed!!

(c) Now, on to the trumpet judgments!

II. TEXT

A. Revelation 9:1 Then the fifth angel sounded: And I saw a star fallen from heaven to the earth. To him was given the key to the bottomless pit. (NKJV)

1. In order for us to better understand who or what this fallen star Isaiah , we need to take a look at the "pit", he has authority over!

a) "Bottomless" in the greek is "abussos" = translated "abyss".

b) So it is the "pit of the abyss" and it is located in a place called "HADES"!

(1) Scripture tells us that within hades there are different "compartments".

(a) The fallen angels are confined in a place called "TARTARUS".

(b) And evidently this other "nameless" compartment of the "bottomless pit" is home for many demons waiting for this5th trumpet to sound!

2. This "star fallen" is none other that satan himself, a.k.a. "lucifer", a.k.a. "daystar"

a) Luke 10:18 And He said to them, "I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. (NKJV)

b) His time is almost up! He is given the key to pit of demons to torture mankind!

B. Revelation 9:2 And he opened the bottomless pit, and smoke arose out of the pit like the smoke of a great furnace. So the sun and the air were darkened because of the smoke of the pit. (NKJV)

1. When this pit is finally opened, subterranean smoke fills the earth"s atmosphere. So much so that the sun is dimmed once again.

a) The first time smoke is mentioned in scripture was in the judgment of Sodom and Gomorrah, here it is also seen in judgment!

C. Revelation 9:3-10 Then out of the smoke locusts came upon the earth. And to them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power. 

4They were commanded not to harm the grass of the earth, or any green thing, or any tree, but only those men who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads. 

5 And they were not given authority to kill them, but to torment them for five months. Their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it strikes a man. 

6 In those days men will seek death and will not find it; they will desire to die, and death will flee from them.

7 The shape of the locusts was like horses prepared for battle. On their heads were crowns of something like gold, and their faces were like the faces of men. 

8 They had hair like women"s hair, and their teeth were like lions" teeth. 

9 And they had breastplates like breastplates of iron, and the sound of their wings was like the sound of chariots with many horses running into battle. 

10 They had tails like scorpions, and there were stings in their tails. Their power was to hurt men five months. (NKJV)

1. Unlike the smoke at Sodom and Gomorrah, this is accompanied with "locust" like demons.

a) They are locusts unlike we"ve ever seen.

b) These "locusts" have been imprisoned for centuries and are prepared for battle.

(1) They have the power of a scorpion but hundreds of times larger and more venomous.

(2) They nave teeth that can rip and tear like lions; they have the face of men, with long flowing hair of women; and they look like and can run like horses horses!!

(a) I don"t think I"ve ever seen and locusts like that !!!!!

(b) The prophet Joel had seen this before Joel 1:6 For a nation has come up against My land, Strong, and without number; His teeth are the teeth of a lion, And he has the fangs of a fierce lion. (NKJV)

(c) Joel 2:2 A day of darkness and gloominess, A day of clouds and thick darkness, Like the morning clouds spread over the mountains. A people come, great and strong, The like of whom has never been; Nor will there ever be any such after them, Even for many successive generations. (NKJV) 

Joel 2:4 Their appearance is like the appearance of horses; And like swift steeds, so they run. (NKJV)

(3) Their target is any man or woman that is not God"s!

(a) Please notice that these locust-like demons from hell are not allowed to kill them at this point only to torture them for5 months

(b) People will want to die but will not be able to!

(i) Guns will misfire, knives will slip, poisons will be inaffective.

(ii) Many will mame and mutilate themselves, but none will be allowed to die!

(iii) Who knows, maybe the locusts will promise to leave people alone if they will sell their souls to satan and worship the beast!!!

D. Revelation 9:11 And they had as king over them the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, but in Greek he has the name Apollyon.

1. We are given his name in both Hebrew and Greek. The Holy Spirit wants there to be no mistake whom this is!

2. Both names are translated = "the destroyer"!

3. Is it satan himself, or one of his "principalities" or "powers" ( Ephesians 6:12) named Abaddon confined to the bottomless pit with the rest of the demons?

a) No one knows for sure, but one thing we can be sure of, he is fueled and commanded by satan!!!!

III. CONCLUSION

A. Revelation 9:12 One woe is past. Behold, still two more woes are coming after these things. (NKJV)

1. Moses, in speaking for the Lord asked Pharoah, "How long will you refuse to humble yourself before Me? Exodus 10:3
2. Numbers 14:11 . . .the LORD (speaking) to Moses: (asked of the children of Israel) "How long will these people reject Me? And how long will they not believe Me, with all the signs which I have performed among them? (NKJV)

3. And finally, Jesus said in " Luke 9:41 . . ."O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you and bear with you? . . ." (NKJV)

4. I have always been amazed at how stubborn and prideful man can be!

5. With all of this destruction and will all the pleading of the Lord, people still won"t repent!

6. I will close with a stanza from the same song titled "INNOCENCE LOST" by Susan Ashton

Milton lost his paradise

Dorothy lost her way

Vincent lost his sanity

Thomas lost his faith

Hoover lost the second time

Sigmund lost his friend

Me, I lost my innocence

And I want it back again

7. If you"ve placed your faith in Jesus Christ, you"ve regained your innocence!

a) The Lord sees you blameless and you rest at His side during all of this.

b) Who in our live do we need to reach before it is too late?

Henry Nelson, of Wilmington, Delaware, was a veteran of WWII. He had served as an instructor in the Army Chemical Warfare Department, yet he ignored a warning by the superintendent of the Riverside Housing Development that the apartment he lived in was being fumigated with hydrogen-cyanide gas, tore down the barricade st the door and went in after two blankets. The neighbors saw him remove the sign and barricade and go in, and they called the Development office. But when employes arrived it was too late. Nelson lay sprawled on the living room floor with two blankets in his arms. Despite both written and verbal warnings, and despite his training in the Army, he had gone to his death.



Verses 13-21 

John Brown

Revelation 9:13-21
Hell on Earth Part2

A new scientific truth does not triumph by convincing its opponents and making them see the light, but rather because its opponents eventually die, and a new generation grows up that is familiar with it--Max Planck

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Last week, in our study of the fifth trumpet judgment, we concluded that by nature we human beings have an incredible gift for not dealing with things!

1. And we saw that to be quite evident in our study last week.

a) Hordes of these "locust-like" demons from the pit of the abyss were allowed to torture men for5 months and yet most of them blasphemed the Lord: instead of repenting!!

b) We found that In spite of all that has gone on, on the earth, the "earth dwellers" are still rebellious toward the Lord.

c) Their hearts are still hard and they refuse to get right with God!

(1) In the fifth trumpet judgment, men were not allowed to die, and in the sixth trumpet judgment approximately21/2billion people will die!!

(2) Yet those left on the earth will increase their occultic practices and demonic worship!

(a) They will become even more hardened against the Lord, and more set for destruction!

(b) John 1:29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! (NKJV)

(c) All through the book of Revelation , the Lord is in the process of "taking away the sin of the world"
(i) For many it will mean salvation, as they admit their sins and accept the Lord"s forgiveness.

(ii) For others it will mean destruction as he wipes the earth clean and prepares for new heaven and earth!!

(iii) Before we even begin our study, I must ask the question, "Where do you stand this morning?"
(d) Let"s begin our study of the sixth trumpet of God"s judgment on the earth!

II. TEXT

A. Revelation 9:13-14 Then the sixth angel sounded: And I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is before God, 

14saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, "Release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates." (NKJV)

1. If we go back to Leviticus and look at Israel"s earthly tabernacle, which is only a "model" of what it is like in heaven:

a) We remember that the priest was continually touching the four horns of the tabernacle with his fingers that were dipped in the sacrificial blood.

b) It was also his job to keep a perpetual fire going and to burn the fat of the sacrifice on the altar!

(1) These were symbolic of the divine requirement that sin must be judged by fire and redeemed by blood!

(a) In other words, if mankind will not allow the blood of Christ to "atone" for their sins, then they must stand in the fiery judgment of God!!

2. Notice that these4angels are "bound" indicating that they have wanted to carry out this destruction long before now!

a) But who are these angels? And what do they have to do with the river Euphrates?

(1) First, they are "fallen" angels (the good one need not be bound) = demons from the1/3that fell with satan shortly after God"s "week of creation".

b) The river Euphrates was one of the tributaries flowing from the Garden of Eden!!!

(1) It was there that satan began his work on our first parents.

(2) It was there that the first murder was committed.

(3) It was by the river Euphrates that the ancient pagan city of Babylon was built!

(4) And under Nimrod, the greatest display of astrology, pantheism, polytheism, idolatry, spiritism, and Prayer of Manasseh -made philosophy began to flourish!!!

(5) Somehow satan and his "host" communicated to Nimrod the occultic secrets of the universe in order to bring about yet another great rebellion against God!

(a) This was evidenced by the carved images at the apex of their temple shrine, representing the stars and constellations.

(i) Virtually every star and constellation was associated with pagan gods and goddesses taking the form of these demonic hosts!

(b) Thus we have the "mythological" creatures of old, such as pegasus, and the centaurs of old!

(i) Were they fable or real?? As we look at these demons in the book of Revelation , we begin to believe that they were real!!

(ii) Genesis 6:1-4 Now it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born to them, 

2that the sons of God saw the daughters of men, that they were beautiful; and they took wives for themselves of all whom they chose. 

3And the LORD said, "My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for he is indeed flesh; yet his days shall be one hundred and twenty years." 

4There were giants on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men and they bore children to them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown. (NKJV)

(a) These scriptures strongly suggest that fallen angels (demons) came to earth and cohabitated with women and produced giants called "Nephilim".

(b) Is it not also possible that some of these demons could not possess human bodies and did so with animals ( like they did with the pigs in the gospels) resulting in the dragons, and centaurs, and pegasus", and a host of other creatures our culture now calls mythological?

(c) As we take a look at these creatures, this possibility doesn"t seem so far fetched!

(iii) It is important to me that you understand, the scriptures here in verses13,14does not make my above scenario clear!

(iv) Although it is based upon scripture, it is still only speculation as to the connection of these "fallen angels" and the Edenic river Euphrates in these verses!

B. Revelation 9:15 So the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour and day and month and year, were released to kill a third of mankind. (NKJV)

1. The last plague lasted only5 months and men were not allowed to die. This one will be for just over13months (a year, a month, and a day), and many will die!

a) When you add all the time up from the seal judgments and the5th and6th trumpets, it adds up to31/2years, THE MIDDLE OF THE TRIBULATION!!!!

C. Revelation 9:16-19 Now the number of the army of the horsemen was two hundred million; I heard the number of them. 

17 And thus I saw the horses in the vision: those who sat on them had breastplates of fiery red, hyacinth blue, and sulfur yellow; and the heads of the horses were like the heads of lions; and out of their mouths came fire, smoke, and brimstone. 

18 By these three plagues a third of mankind was killed-- by the fire and the smoke and the brimstone which came out of their mouths.

19 For their power is in their mouth and in their tails; for their tails are like serpents, having heads; and with them they do harm. (NKJV)

1. The number of these demons is almost equal to the entire population of the United States!!

a) They are horses, yet with the heads of lions, and tails like serpents, (with heads even on their tails)!

b) They are as deadly as they look!

(1) Out of their mouths come fire, smoke, and brimstone, or (sulfur)!

(2) All three of these are deadly to mankind as they come out of these creatures!

(3) It is ironic that many ancient nations describe a creature that formerly existed on the earth, that was able to breath fire and smoke! Even the Bible describes such a creature in Job 41:13-30 Who can remove his outer coat? Who can approach him with a double bridle?

14Who can open the doors of his face, With his terrible teeth all around?

15 His rows of scales are his pride, Shut up tightly as with a seal;

16 One is so near another That no air can come between them;

17 They are joined one to another, They stick together and cannot be parted. 

18 His sneezings flash forth light, And his eyes are like the eyelids of the morning.

19 Out of his mouth go burning lights; Sparks of fire shoot out. 

20 Smoke goes out of his nostrils, As from a boiling pot and burning rushes.

21His breath kindles coals, And a flame goes out of his mouth. 

22Strength dwells in his neck, And sorrow dances before him. 

23The folds of his flesh are joined together; They are firm on him and cannot be moved. 

24His heart is as hard as stone, Even as hard as the lower millstone. 

25 When he raises himself up, the mighty are afraid; Because of his crashings they are beside themselves.

26 Though the sword reaches him, it cannot avail; Nor does spear, dart, or javelin.

27 He regards iron as straw, And bronze as rotten wood. 

28 The arrow cannot make him flee; Slingstones become like stubble to him.

29 Darts are regarded as straw; He laughs at the threat of javelins.

30 His undersides are like sharp potsherds; He spreads pointed marks in the mire. (NKJV)

(4) The Bible calls this creature "Leviathan" (sea monster), cultures of old called them dragons!

(5) Whatever you want to call them, they will destroy over11/2billion people!

(6) What is the result? Fearful, repenting people? Quite the opposite!!

III. CONCLUSION

A. Revelation 9:20-21 But the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, that they should not worship demons, and idols of gold, silver, brass, stone, and wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk. 

21And they did not repent of their murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts. (NKJV)

1. They remain self-indulgent, paganistic, idol worshippers!

a) Crying out to their little dead gods of gold, silver, brass, stone, and wood to save them. All the while refusing the only One and True God that could!

b) Because of their separation from God and all that is holy, they are thieves, murderers, sexual offenders, and drug users (5331pharmakeia far-mak-i"-ah). Associated with witchcraft!!

2. This may seem like a sceen from STAR TREK THE NEXT GENERATION but it is not!

a) Data won"t be there to calculate your odds!

b) Warf won"t be there to take on your battles!

c) Jean Luc Picard won"t be there to save the day!

d) And Number One, well, if you have made it this far into the tribulation, you"re number one, so you"re on your own!!!!

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-11 

John Brown

Revelation 10
The Interlude

On the wall of a Baltimore estate: "Trespassers will be prosecuted to the full extent of the law- Sisters of Mercy."
I. INTRODUCTION

A. The sixth trumpet judgment has just passed and approximately21/2billionpeople have died on the earth as a result of these fir, smoke, and sulfur breathing demons (talked about last week)!!

1. John 1:29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! (NKJV)

a) That"s what the Lord is in the process of doing.

(1) Those already in heaven with Him are seen as "sinless" because of the cross.

(2) Those left on the earth have increased their occultic practices and demonic worship!

(3) They have become even more hardened against the Lord, and more set for destruction!

(a) Therefore, they must be judged for their sins!

2. This morning we take a look at an "interlude" or (parenthesis) if you will!

a) If you remember, there was such a "parenthesis" between the6th and7th seals.

(1) The Lord felt it necessary to describe His mercy even in the midst of judgment.

b) Here, between the6th and7th trumpet judgments we see yet another "interlude".

(1) And I believe, once again, it speaks of the Lord"s mercy even though, as a righteous God, He must wipe out the earth and start over!!

(2) It is that "interlude" that we study this today!

II. TEXT

A. Revelation 10:1 I saw still another mighty angel coming down from heaven, clothed with a cloud. And a rainbow was on his head, his face was like the sun, and his feet like pillars of fire. (NKJV)

1. Scripture doesn"t say who this mighty angel is.

2. The Lord made Himself visible many times in the passed in what we call "theophanies".

3. As we take a look at His description it is easy to come to the same conclusion: that this may be the Lord Himself!!

a) First He is coming down from heaven.

(1) John 6:38 "For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. (NKJV)

(2) Acts 1:10-11 And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel, 

11who also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven." (NKJV)

b) Second, He is clothed with a cloud.

(1) The Lord directed Israel in a cloud by day Exodus 13:21
(2) At Sinai He descended in a thick cloud Exodus 19:9; Exodus 19:16
(3) In Exodus 40:34 a cloud covered the tent as the Lord filled the tabernacle.

(4) Luke 21:27 "Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. (NKJV)

c) Third, there is a rainbow on His head.

(1) In chapter4the rainbow was "round about the throne"
(2) The rainbow is a symbol of God"s covenant with Noah regarding the earth!

(3) Ezekiel saw this same rainbow in a vision of the throne of God.

(a) Ezekiel 1:28 Like the appearance of a rainbow in a cloud on a rainy day, so was the appearance of the brightness all around it. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. So when I saw it, I fell on my face, and I heard a voice of One speaking. (NKJV)

(b) Just as the cloud is symbolic of the coming "storm" of God"s judgment,

(c) Song of Solomon , the rainbow is symbolic of hope and promise, and God"s mercy even in the midst of a wicked and perverse people!

(i) Remember, God has protected His own!

d) Fourth, His face is like the sun.

(1) Revelation 1:16 He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, and His countenance was like the sun shining in its strength. (NKJV)

(2) Matthew 17:2 and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as the light. (NKJV)

(3) Malachi 4:2 But to you who fear My name The Sun of Righteousness shall arise With healing in His wings; And you shall go out And grow fat like stall-fed calves. (NKJV)

e) And fifth, His feet were like pillars of fire.

(1) Revelation 1:15 His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of many waters; (NKJV)

(2) Revelation 2:18 " And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write, " These things says the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine brass: (NKJV)

(a) Brass, and the furnace also scripturally represent judgment.

(b) Thus from the description alone, we clearly get the picture that the Lord is returning as he went, (in a cloud), to judge the earth and reclaim what is His, all the while keeping safe, those that are His under His wing of protection!!!!!

B. Revelation 10:-2-3 He had a little book open in his hand. And he set his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land, 

3and cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roars. When he cried out, seven thunders uttered their voices. (NKJV)

1. "He had a "little" book open in His hand."
a) In English we would translate this Greek word "booklet", a smaller version of a book!

b) Little information is given about the booklet other that it"s affect upon John of being "bitter- sweet"
c) We know that it is divine revelation.

(1) That Isaiah , something heretofore not revealed.

(2) Perhaps it is the revelation of what is revealed to us by John in chapter11verses1-14regarding the two witnesses!

(3) Perhaps it is what is uttered by the "seven thunders" of which the angel told John not to reveal yet!!

(4) The truth Isaiah , we will not know for sure until we are in heaven!

2. He has one foot one the sea and the other on the land.

a) Please don"t make the mistake of thinking that He is standing at the beach with His feet12inches apart!

(1) This is representative of claiming the earth and the seas and the fullness thereof.

(2) Which 1 Corinthians 10:26 tells us they are His in the first place!

(3) His "span" is much bigger that12inches, remember John is viewing this from heaven!!!!

3. He cried with a loud voice like a lion.

a) Revelation 1:10 describes His voice as "the sound of many waters."
(1) It would be kind of like standing next to Niagara falls only many times more thunderous!

(2) Remember, 1 Thessalonians 4:16 tell us that . . .the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. (NKJV)

4. "When He cried out, seven thunders uttered their voices."
a) In Psalm 29 the "voice of the Lord" is mentioned7 times and each introduced a new phase of THE FLOOD!

b) If you will remember, it is His right foot that is on the sea!

(1) The "right" position such as the "right hand of God" usually symbolizes completion and authority!

(2) It would seem that the Lord is going to use water once again as part of His final judgment, but remember the rainbow!

(3) There is still mercy in the midst of judgment!

(4) And as he promised Noah, it will not bring total destruction as it did last time!

C. Revelation 10:4 Now when the seven thunders uttered their voices, I was about to write; but I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, "Seal up the things which the seven thunders uttered, and do not write them." (NKJV)

1. The seven thunders are not only participants in the judgment of the earth through water, but as each one commences, he makes some kind of announcement!

a) Maybe it is to the those who dwell on the earth as they (the thunders) proclaim God"s righteousness and the reasons for His judgment in this way!

b) Whatever they say, John is not allowed to write them down! He is told to "seal them up", indicating the he is not even to mention them!

(1) Song of Solomon , there is yet another mystery to be revealed in heaven!!!

D. Revelation 10:5-7 The angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land raised up his hand to heaven 

6 and swore by Him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and the things that are in it, the earth and the things that are in it, and the sea and the things that are in it, that there should be delay no longer, 

7 but in the days of the sounding of the seventh angel, when he is about to sound, the mystery of God would be finished, as He declared to His servants the prophets. (NKJV)

1. Just before the seventh angel (or7th trumpet of judgment) is to sound, there will be things revealed about the Lord, His plan, and His kingdom, that has never before been fully understood though spoken of through the prophets!

III. CONCLUSION

A. Revelation 10:8-11 Then the voice which I heard from heaven spoke to me again and said, "Go, take the little book which is open in the hand of the angel who stands on the sea and on the earth." 

9 So I went to the angel and said to him, "Give me the little book." And he said to me, "Take and eat it; and it will make your stomach bitter, but it will be as sweet as honey in your mouth." 

10 Then I took the little book out of the angel"s hand and ate it, and it was as sweet as honey in my mouth. But when I had eaten it, my stomach became bitter. 

11And he said to me, "You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations, tongues, and kings." (NKJV)

1. John is instructed to take the "booklet" from the angel and then instructed to eat it!

2. He did so and it was sweet as honey in his mouth, but it made him sick!!

3. Maybe the last verse in chapter10 give us a clue as to why!

a) John was given the joy and the task of writing the book of Revelation!

b) Can you imagine being light years ahead of all mankind?

c) Having the responsibility of proclaiming the doom of millions of people, as well as the hope of all of God"s children?

d) John immediately became the "pastor of the world"!!

(1) We know from history that his life was never the same.

(2) He could never stop telling everyone he saw about what was coming!

(a) Yet, most wouldn"t listen!

(3) He could never stop praying for the world to be saved!

(a) Knowing that billions would perish!

(4) The burden and the privilege he was given was indeed "bittersweet"!!!

4. Do you and I still have a burden for those perishing without Jesus?

5. Are we willing to accept the "bittersweet" pill of having the world hate us, or at least misunderstand us, thought we have the "best news" the world has ever known?

a) We need to pray for the Lord to Revelation -kindle our love for lost and dying souls.

b) We need to pray for strength to let the world laugh at us, because some will listen, and some will be saved!

c) The Lord is still ministering mercy!!!!

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-14 

John Brown

Revelation 11:1-14
The Interlude Part2

A bum, obviously under the influence of alcohol, approached evangelist D.L. Moody. "Mr. Moody," he said, "you"re the man who saved me." As the great evangelist observed the bearded face, bloodshot eyes, unkempt hair, and torn clothes, he replied, "Yes, it looks as if I did save you. If the Lord had, you wouldn"t be in this condition."

I. INTRODUCTION

A. The world is lost! There are millions like this fellow who either don"t know Jesus, or think they do, but they are lost and dying without the savior!

1. When was the last time we lost a night"s sleep over them?

2. When was the last time we wept over their lost souls?

B. This morning we continue with the "interlude" between the6th and7 trumpet judgments.

1. William Barclay says about this chapter, ". .it is at one and the same time the most difficult and the most important chapter in the Revelation."
2. It is a continuation of the "interlude" in chapter10 and doesn"t end until the7th trumpet is sounded in verse15.

a) Barklay said it was "difficult", not impossible!

b) He also said it was the most "important" chapter in the book of Revelation so we cant afford to miss it so let"s begin our study!

II. TEXT

A. Revelation 11:1-2 Then I was given a reed like a measuring rod. And the angel stood, saying, "Rise and measure the temple of God, the altar, and those who worship there. 

2 "But leave out the court which is outside the temple, and do not measure it, for it has been given to the Gentiles. And they will tread the holy city underfoot for forty-two months. (NKJV)

1. A little history is in order here:

a) At the very time John is being given this Revelation , the magnificent temple in Jerusalem was a25 year old memory!

b) The Roman armies had destroyed it in A.D70 just as Jesus had prophesied in Matthew 24:2 And Jesus said to them, "Do you not see all these things? Assuredly, I say to you, not one stone shall be left here upon another, that shall not be thrown down." (NKJV)

c) Yet, the prophets had written of a new temple that would be around during the "last days".

d) It would be at least19 centuries after John"s death before the temple would be rebuilt, but John saw it here in this verse!

2. It is at some point during the first31/2years of the tribulation when this specific temple is erected in the "holy city" (Jerusalem), and it is strictly Jewish in it"s worship!

a) This temple will be the result of a7 year "peace treaty" made between Israel and10 European nations, of which one man will rise to the top their leader!

b) Scripture has already told us that He will break that treaty after only31/2years!

(1) 2 Thessalonians 2:4 tells us that he . . . opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshipped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. (NKJV)

(2) John 5:43 tells us the he will come in his own name and the majority of people will accept and worship him.

c) It is hard to believe, but modern men and women will once again begin to participate in animal, blood sacrifices but they will.

d) But, unlike the rituals of old, these will be satanic and demonic!

(1) You see, they were once given by the Lord as atonement for sins.

(2) But since the cross, they will are unnecessary. And any spilling of blood for the forgiveness of sins will be instigated by satan, for his purposes!

(3) It is in this scene: this temple that John is told to "measure"!

3. 1 Peter 4:17 tells us that . . . the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; . . . (NKJV)

a) That is exactly what John begins to "measure up"! The temple in Jerusalem. ONCE GODLY, ONCE GOD"S PEOPLE!!

b) John was told in Revelation 10:11 . . ."You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations, tongues, and kings." (NKJV) Israel is the first nation!

(1) It is not mere dimensions that John is measuring. He is measuring spiritually.

(2) How does any one measure up "spiritually" without Jesus Christ?

(a) Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, (NKJV)

(3) The Gentiles are not being excluded from judgment, they are simply being used by the Lord to judge Israel ( Zechariah 14:1-2). From this time on much of the remaining judgment in Revelation deals with the Gentiles!

B. Revelation 11:3 "And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy one thousand two hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth." (NKJV)

1. Who are these2witnesses that are given miraculous power for31/2years?

a) Their clothing of sackcloth is for mourning!

b) Traditionally prophets clothed as such, were in mourning for the sins of their nation!

(1) These2witnesses are prophets of the judgment of God on an un-repentant world!

(2) Every single day for31/2years they preach repentance and proclaim the goodness of God!

C. Revelation 11:4 These are the two olive trees and the two lamp stands standing before the God of the earth. (NKJV)

1. They have mouths, they are heard, touched, and hated: THEY ARE REAL PEOPLE!!!

a) Zechariah 4:11-14 gives us a little more information; 11Then I answered and said to him, "What are these two olive trees-- at the right of the lampstand and at its left?" 

12And I further answered and said to him, "What are these two olive branches that drip into the receptacles of the two gold pipes from which the golden oil drains?" 

13Then he answered me and said, "Do you not know what these are?" And I said, "No, my lord."

14So he said, "These are the two anointed ones, who stand beside the Lord of the whole earth." (NKJV)

(1) The2 "olive trees" are witnesses against the god of this world; satan and his antichrist!!

(2) Lampstands give illumination! So do these2witnesses!

(a) Mark 4:21-22 Also He said to them, "Is a lamp brought to be put under a basket or under a bed? Is it not to be set on a lampstand? 

22 "For there is nothing hidden which will not be revealed, nor has anything been kept secret but that it should come to light. (NKJV)

b) Many believe they are Elijah and Enoch!

(1) ELIJAH:

(a) Elijah did not experience physical death and since Hebrews 9:27 tells us that . . .it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, (NKJV) then Elijah must return to experience physical death as do these2witnesses.

(b) Malachi prophesied that Elijah would appear on the earth to prepare for the Messiah"s second coming!

(c) And the2witnesses have the same kind of power that Elijah had, namely withholding rain for31/2years!

(2) ENOCH:

(a) Enoch also did not experience physical death!

(b) Like Elijah, Enoch was a prophet of judgment consistent with the ministry of these2witnesses!

D. Revelation 11:5-6 And if anyone wants to harm them, fire proceeds from their mouth and devours their enemies. And if anyone wants to harm them, he must be killed in this manner. 

6 These have power to shut heaven, so that no rain falls in the days of their prophecy; and they have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to strike the earth with all plagues, as often as they desire. (NKJV)

1. They are powerful! The whole world is against them but they are empowered by the Lord to hold back the rain, turn the water into blood, and to plague the earth mas God"s judgment.

2. They are UNSTOPPABLE until, their ministry is completed!

This should be a testimony to us! Unless the Lord wills it, nothing can harm us!

E. Revelation 11:7-10 When they finish their testimony, the beast that ascends out of the bottomless pit will make war against them, overcome them, and kill them. 

8 And their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified.

9 Then those from the peoples, tribes, tongues, and nations will see their dead bodies three-and-a-half days, and not allow their dead bodies to be put into graves. 

10 And those who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them, make merry, and send gifts to one another, because these two prophets tormented those who dwell on the earth. (NKJV)

1. For the first time in Revelation we are introduced to this character referred to as "the beast"!

2. Daniel describes him as a "prince" in Daniel 9:26.

a) He has gained tremendous political and social power for the first31/2years of his treaty with Israel and now these2witnesses are really messing things up by exposing his sin!

b) He launches all out war against them and many are caught in the cross-fire as his demonic horsemen under the6th trumpet are unleashed upon the earth, killing1/3of the world"s population!

c) The beast is "allowed" to take their lives!

d) Their bodies lie in the streets of a spiritually dead Jerusalem (Sodom & Egypt) for31/2days! And the beast will not even allow their bodies to be buried as he gloats over his victory!

(1) The unrepentant world will be ecstatic to have relief from these prophets and their plagues!

(2) So happy in fact, there will be worldwide "beastmas" = gift exchange in the name of the beast!

III. CONCLUSION

A. Revelation 11:11-14 Now after the three-and-a-half days the breath of life from God entered them, and they stood on their feet, and great fear fell on those who saw them. 

12And they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, "Come up here." And they ascended to heaven in a cloud, and their enemies saw them. 

13In the same hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell. In the earthquake seven thousand people were killed, and the rest were afraid and gave glory to the God of heaven. 

14The second woe is past. Behold, the third woe is coming quickly. (NKJV)

1. All the cameras of earth will trained upon the2witnesses.

a) Imagine the terror of those rejoicing in their pompous belief that there is no God, when the dead bodies of the2witnesses begin to move, then stand up!!!

b) And if that"s not enough, the Lord calls them home, audibly, then takes them home visibly!!!

(1) No wander men"s hearts fail them from fear!

2. An earthquake follows and kills7 thousand (men) in Jerusalem alone. This does not include women and children!

a) If this Isaiah 1/10 as the text says it Isaiah , the population could well be over300 ,000 people!

b) The remaining that were affected, they "gave glory to the God of heaven"
(1) Unfortunately Revelation 16:11 tell us that they "blaspheme the God of heaven" once again as they begin to experience His Judgments again.

(2) There is a lot of difference in being "sorry" and truly repentant!

(3) The14th verse gives us a clue to the human heart: Revelation 11:14 The second woe is past. Behold, the third woe is coming quickly. (NKJV)

(a) When the heat is off it is so easy to go on about our business!

B. If the Lord was to send the Apostle John today to "measure" the temple of John Brown"s heart: what would he find?? How would I measure up?

1. The only way I could satisfy the Lord"s demand for righteousness is having the heart of Christ!

2. I got that when I invited Jesus into my life!

3. How do I know I have the heart of Christ?

C. What is my reaction to the2 "witnesses" ?

1. In other words, am I ashamed when I hear the witness of the cross and of Jesus?

2. Or can I say AMEN!!

John Knox said, "Lord, give me Scotland or else I die!"
Jesus didn"t commit the gospel to an advertising agency; He commissioned you and I. He didn"t command us to put up signs or pass out tracks; he told us to BE His witnesses!!
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John Brown

Revelation 11:15-19
The Rewards of Service

I. INTRODUCTION

A. This morning"s service will be somewhat unique!

1. We are going to start where we left off last week in Revelation 12:15 and finish the chapter, but then we are going to "key" into verse18 and study something very specific!

a) And that study is going to be about what it means to be a servant of the Lord, and the rewards that come from that service!

II. TEXT VR15-19

A. Who are the saints?

1. They are not just a select few that a church has named as saints, but they are all of those who have put their faith and trust in Jesus.

2. It is the church! The saints are you and I!

3. Notice there is promise of "REWARD"!

a) But, before we take a look at the rewards, we must first see what they are for!

b) Verse18 tells us the rewards are for "service", as the prophets and the saints are called "servants".

B. Philippians 2:5-11 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 

6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 

7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 

8 And being found in appearance as a Prayer of Manasseh , He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 

9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 

10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 

11and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (NKJV)

1. I would like for you to consider this: Jesus could have come to the earth in any form and with any "personality" that He wanted!

a) In other words, His ministry could have taken any shape!

2. But will all the resources of heaven at His disposal, He chose being a servant!

a) John 4:34 Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work. (NKJV)

b) That means HE felt being a servant would be the best way to represent heaven and glorify His Father!!

c) Do you think you or I, if we are looking for a way to glorify the Lord could find a better choice?

(1) Jesus didn"t think so: Matthew 12:48-50 But He answered and said to the one who told Him, "Who is My mother and who are My brothers?" 

49 And He stretched out His hand toward His disciples and said, "Here are My mother and My brothers! 

50 "For whoever does the will of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother." (NKJV)

d) With this in mind, it seems as Christians we should make the study, and even more importantly, the practice of servanthhood our life"s work!

III. WHAT IS A SERVANT?

A. Many of you already know that the Greek word for servant is doulos doo"-los and it means a slave, or person of servile condition.

1. Metaphorically, it means one who gives himself up to do the will of another;

a) Slaves were bought and sold.

b) They were given as dowry.

c) They were owned by the priests.

d) Even some slaves owned slaves.

(1) In other words, it was their entire mission in life to do the will of their master!

2. There were good slaves and there were bad ones!

a) Joseph was a good servant in the house of Pontifar!

(1) He was a faithful steward of all his master"s weath.

b) Elisha was a faithful servant to Elijah!

(1) When the Lord translated him, he was by his side.

c) Ruth was a faithful and selfless servant to her mother-in law!!

(1) Ruth 1:16-17 But Ruth said: "Entreat me not to leave you, Or to turn back from following after you; For wherever you go, I will go; And wherever you lodge, I will lodge; Your people shall be my people, And your God, my God. 

17 Where you die, I will die, And there will I be buried. The LORD do so to me, and more also, If anything but death parts you and me." (NKJV)

d) And Onesimus, the runaway slave became faithful to Phileman after he found Jesus as his Savior!

(1) All of these had at least one characteristic in common.

(2) Their desire to please those whom they served!

3. As we said, there were also bad servants!

a) Gehazi the servant of Elisha decided to use his master"s healing of Naaman for financial gain!

b) Absalom, David"s son turned against his own father for selfish reasons.

c) And even Judas, let money get in the way of his service!

(1) In the parables of the talents and pounds, Jesus praised those who took what they had and multiplied it for His glory!

(2) Likewise he condemned the unfaithful servants who made untrue excuses for not using their talents.

(a) Like the men in Luke 9:59-62 Then He said to another, "Follow Me." But he said, "Lord, let me first go and bury my father." 

60 Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and preach the kingdom of God." 

61And another also said, "Lord, I will follow You, but let me first go and bid them farewell who are at my house." 

62But Jesus said to him, "No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God." (NKJV)

B. Every7 years, slaves were to be set free!

1. Many of them had kind and loving masters who treated them as sons and daughters and they did not want to be set free.

a) In that case they would put their ear against a door post and an awl would be thrust through the ear and from that time on they would be known as a "bond slave".

(1) A bond slave was "slave by choice", not simply a "hired hand" any longer, but a servant of love!

(2) It is this word, "bond slave" that Paul uses in Philippians to describe Jesus!

(3) It is also the word used throughout the book of Revelation to describe the saints standing before the Lord for eternity!

(a) So then, In the context of Christianity, bond slaves or servants can be described as those whose service is used by Christ in extending and advancing His cause among men; devoted to Him and to others to the disregard of his/her own interests.

(b) Philippians 2:3-4 gives us a description of the only way servant hood is possible! 

3Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 

4Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. (NKJV)

(i) To be a "servant", one must serve!!

(ii) To be a good servant, it must be motivated out of love for the Lord, His plan on earth, and for His people!

(iii) AND, be more concerned for for His purposes, than even their own!

(4) It is through You and I as "servants of love" for the Lord that the great commission is accomplished!

(a) Lest we might have forgotten the Great Commission lets take a look: Matthew 28:19-20 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

20 "teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen. (NKJV)

(i) It is "going", it is "baptizing", and it is "teaching", it is the work of the church!!

(ii) How will it get done if we, God"s servants, don"t do it?

(iii) Which brings us back to our text :

C. Revelation 11:18 The nations were angry, and Your wrath has come, And the time of the dead, that they should be judged, And that You should reward Your servants the prophets and the saints, . . .

1. At this7th trumpet, Jesus is coming back to the earth!

a) Matthew 16:27 "For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works. (NKJV)

b) Salvation and eternity was not given to us to simply keep to ourselves! There is much to be done!

(1) There is "going" to be done. There is "baptizing" to be done, and there is "teaching" to be done!

(2) The Lord is not so much concerned with which of us do which Job , only that we do them. 1 Corinthians 3:8 Now he who plants and he who waters are one, and each one will receive his own reward according to his own labor. (NKJV)

(a) There"s that promise of "reward" again!

(b) There seems to be a "condition" for this reward. It is not just automatic!

(i) 1 Corinthians 9:17 For if I do this willingly, I have a reward; but if against my will, I have been entrusted with a stewardship (a "job"). (NKJV)

(ii) Once again we see the difference between a "hired-hand" servant, and a "bond slave" servant of love!

IV. CONCLUSION

A. The Bible also calls these rewards for serving the Lord and His people, "crowns"!

1. There is the "crown of Glory" spoken of in 1 Peter 5:4, that we will receive when the Lord appears.

2. There is the "crown of life" in James 1:12 for resisting temptation!

3. 2 Timothy 4:8 speaks of the "crown of righteousness" for those who look forward to the2coming of the Lord.

41Cor. tell us that we will receive an "imperishable crown" for running the race!

5. And there is the "soul winner"s crown" for sowing and reaping in the lives of those who come to the Savior!

a) I want to extend a personal "thank you" Reta, and to Dennis, and to Steve and those who have plowed the ground befor her.

And, I want to thank all of those who have served, and continue to serve in any capacity here at Calvary Chapel Central!

b) To the "bond slaves" of love," I want to say I appreciate your devotion to the Lord, and your service to His people!

c) May we continue to "go and make disciples". May we continue to "baptize" in His name. And may we always be committed to "teach" adults and little children to observe the things written in this book!!!

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-17 

John Brown

Revelation 11:19; Revelation 12:1-17
War

A riot is a spontaneous outburst. A war is subject to advance planning--Richard M. Nixon

The grim fact is that we prepare for war like precocious giants, and for peace like retarded pygmies--Lester Bowles Pearson

I. INTRODUCTION

A. This morning we will continue our study in the book of Revelation starting with chapter12.

1. Actually, the chapter break is unfortunate, since the chapter should begin with verse Revelation 11:19.

2. It is there that the thought, the text, and the "context" changes!

B. This chapter is a chapter of "wonders" as stated in verses1,3.

1. The King James uses the word "wonder", but other translations simple call it a "sign".

a) Meaning that much of it is "symbolic" in nature!

C. Revelation 12:1; Revelation 12:3; Revelation 12:12; Revelation 12:14 is also a chapter of "great" things. There is a high level of drama and intensity as we see phrases like "a great wonder" in verse1, and "a great red dragon" in verse3 , "great wrath" in verse12 , and "two wings of a great eagle" in verse14!

1. Song of Solomon , let"s take a look at this "great" chapter!

II. TEXT

A. The last verse in chapter11gives us a hint as to the interpretation of the following chapter!

1. Revelation 11:19 Then the temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark of His covenant was seen in His temple. And there were lightnings, noises, thunderings, an earthquake, and great hail. (NKJV)

2. The temple of God and the ark of the convenant are Jewish in origin!

a) We know that for the resurrected church there will be no temple for we will worship the Lord in Spirit and Truth!

(1) Revelation 21:22-23 But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 

23The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its light. (NKJV)

b) We also know there will be no need for the ark of the covenant because Jesus will be the fulfillment of all the Old Testament "types".

(1) Therefore verse19 in chapter11speak of God"s covenant with the nation of Israel!

(2) Which better helps us understand the what follows!

B. The first "sign" we see in chapter12is "a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve stars"

1. Revelation 12:1-2 Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve stars. 

2Then being with child, she cried out in labor and in pain to give birth. (NKJV)

a) There are4 "women" represented in the book of Revelation.

(1) They are Jezebel ( Revelation 2:20), who represents paganism.

(2) Israel ( Revelation 12:6)

(3) The "scarlet woman" ( Revelation 17:1), who represents the apostate, or backslidden church.

(4) And the Lamb"s Wife ( Revelation 19:7), which is the true church!

(a) Which one is this?

b) This is not the virgin Mary as the Catholic church teaches it to be!

(1) There is not a shred of scriptural evidence that the body of Mary ever ascended into Heaven, and yet this woman is in John"s vision of Heaven!

c) This is not the Church as some Protestant churches teach today!

(1) You see, the Church did not give birth to Christ. Christ gave birth to the Church!!

d) Mary Baker Eddie claimed that this woman was herself and that the "manchild" she brought forth was Christian Science!

(1) Dr. Henry Ironsides was quoted as saying about this theory, "I need not take up the time of sane people."
(2) We, likewise will spend no more time on Mary Baker Eddie"s theory!

e) If you will remember Joseph"s dream in Genesis 37:9, he interpreted the sun, moon, and12stars to be his father, mother and12brothers who would one day bow down to him.

(1) Jacob, Joseph"s father, was the only one to accept this at the time and he understood it to mean his entire family, symbolically the nation of Israel!

(2) We must not limit it to practical Israel though. This woman is "spiritual Israel" as well. The lineage goes backward in time to the seed of Eve, and forward in time to the seed of Mary and the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ!

(a) This "woman" represents the age-old struggle and battle of all Christianity against satan and his desire to destroy the "man child" that would bring salvation!

(b) It was indeed from the chosen nation of Israel that the child Jesus was born!

C. The next "sign" we see is in verse3and4 Revelation 12:3-4 And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads. 

4His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was ready to give birth, to devour her Child as soon as it was born. (NKJV)

1. We shouldn"t have much of a problem identifying this guy!

2. Revelation 12:9 So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. (NKJV)

a) Seven speaks of completeness, the heads, horns, and crowns speak of authority and power!

b) Ephesians 6:12 gives us a wonderful summary and interpretation of this verse: 12For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. (NKJV)

c) The "stars" speak of the fallen angels under the influence and authority of satan to "control" these earthy powers and dominions!

(1) Scripture gives strong indication that there is a least one powerful demon in charge of the destruction of every nation!

d) The "seed of the serpent" has been at war with the "seed of woman", "Israel"s" child since the devine pronouncement in Genesis 3:15.

(1) He has been trying to destroy the Christian witness since his proud heart rebelled against the plans of God!

(2) Every attempt he has made against the "manchild" and HIS mission has failed!!

D. Revelation 12:5-6 She bore a male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. And her Child was caught up to God and His throne. 

6 Then the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, that they should feed her there one thousand two hundred and sixty days. (NKJV)

1. The time frame here Isaiah 31/2years into the tribulation! Verse6 tells us that the Lord will provide a special place, and preserve the nation of Israel through the tribulation!

E. Revelation 12:7-9 And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought, 

8 but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer. 

9 So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. (NKJV)

1. These events will take place during the final half of the tribulation!

a) They begin with the blowing of the7th trumpet and continue through chapter19 of Revelation.

b) They are the last31/2years of Daniel"s70th week!

2. The events in verse7 do not begin until the Church is in the presence of the Lord.

3. In fact, some commentators believe that this "war" spoken of in verse7 actually started as a result of the church being raptured. That means it has been going on for31/2years!

a) You see Michael is a warrior, not a messenger!

b) And Yet 1 Thessalonians 4:16 tells us that . . .the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. (NKJV)

c) Michael is usually involved when he is in battle with satan over the welfare of the saints!

(1) As he did over the body of Moses according to Jude!

(2) As Christians we must remember that satan is not in hell!!!! He has never been in hell!

(3) It is a place prepared for him and his angels but, his present home is the "air" or stellar heavens!

(a) Ephesians 2:2-3 in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, 

3among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others. (NKJV)

(4) He has access to heaven and stands before the Lord accusing the brethren!!

(5) It is this domain the Lord recaptures first! Satan looses this battle!

(6) This time cast to earth and only earth!

F. Revelation 12:10-12 Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, "Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and night, has been cast down. 

11 "And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death. 

12 "Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in them! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time." (NKJV)

1. All of heaven rejoice over the victory of Michael and the angels as satan is kicked out of the heavens! He will never be allowed to stand before the Lord again to accuse the brethren!!!

2. Notice how they (the Christians) overcame satan!

a) 2 Corinthians 10:4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, (NKJV)

b) They, (WE) overcame with3simple weapons: the blood of the lamb (the cross), the word of our testimony (the only true Word), and our desire and ability to live for Christ and His purposes instead of our own!!

c) While heaven is rejoicing, earth is definitely not!

(1) satan is ticked! He only has a short time to do all the damage he can!!

III. CONCLUSION

A. Revelation 12:13-17 Now when the dragon saw that he had been cast to the earth, he persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male Child.

14But the woman was given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness to her place, where she is nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent. 

15 So the serpent spewed water out of his mouth like a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away by the flood. 

16 But the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed up the flood which the dragon had spewed out of his mouth. 

17 And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. (NKJV)

1. satan steps up his persecution of the remaining Jewish144 ,000.

2. The Lord provides some sort of devine "airlift" that John symbolically describes as "two wings of a great eagle"!

a) John doesn"t tell us specifically what it is but we know that the Lord divinely protects her for the remainder of the tribulation!

b) With all this evidence, why would any one want to be on the loosing side of this war?
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Revelation 13:1-18
The Beastly Trinity

I. INTRODUCTION

A.Last week we studied the war that will take place in Heaven as Michael the Archangel heads up an angelic army against "the prince of the power of the air" ( Ephesians 2:2) and his demons.

1. Michael wins of course, and satan is kicked out of the heavenlies and confined to the earth.

2. That's good news for those in heaven, but satan pulls out all the stops on earth knowing "that he has a short time." Revelation 12:12
3. This morning's study is a result of satan's "pulling all the stops".

a) satan empowers2great warriors in this battle and one's mission is to cause the other to be worshipped as god!

b) They are referred to as, "beasts here in chapter13.

c) But later, in chapters16 ,19 , and20 the latter beast is referenced as "the false prophet."
d) So we have before us "the beastly trinity" of the "dragon (which is satan Revelation 12:9, the "beast", and the "false prophet"!

(1) As we study them and their "ministries", you will see their "copycat" resemblence to the Holy Trinity of God!

(a) satan has always wanted to be worshipped as god!

(b) The "beast" is a "logos" of satan! He is a physical representative of his!

(c) And lastly, the "false prophet" glorifies the "beast".

II. TEXT

A. Revelation 13:1-2 Then I stood on the sand of the sea. And I saw a beast rising up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads a blasphemous name. 

2Now the beast which I saw was like a leopard, his feet were like the feet of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. The dragon gave him his power, his throne, and great authority. (NKJV)

1. The two witnesses have already been slain by the beast!

2. Daniel calls him "the prince that shall come" ( Daniel 9:26).

3. Isaiah calls him "the wicked!" ( Isaiah 11:4)

4. Chrst called him "the abomination of desolation" ( Matthew 24:16)

5. Paul labeled him as "the man of sin, the son of perdition" in 2 Thessalonians 2:3
6. Just prior to this, John had been watching the "woman" and the "dragon" when all of a sudden, he is standing on a seashore observing a beast rising out of the sea similar in appearance to the dragon!

a) But it is not the dragon! Chapter Revelation 12:9 told us that the dragon was satan himself.

b) This beast "rising up out of the sea" is symbolic! It represents a Prayer of Manasseh , as verse8 tells us the people of earth will physically worship him!

c) He get his power from the dragon Revelation 13:2.

7. Usually the sea referred to in scripture is the Mediterranean.

a) Therefore it is commonly assumed that this beast-man will come from one of the lands surrounding this great sea.

b) The7 heads and10 horns represent power and authority and in this case: a league of nations and leaders that are ultimately under the power of satan!

(1) Daniel saw the same vision and interpreted the lion as the Babylonian empire, the bear as the Medo-Persian empire, and the leopard as the Grecian empire!

(a) All of which were yet future, but history has proven this prophecy correct!

(b) All3of these "empires" have ruled or dominated God's people in some way!

(c) Here John sees them in reverse order since he is "looking back" over history.

c) Please keep in mind that out of this "league" will rise a very charismatic leader. This man is the beast. And he is head of this league!

B. Revelation 13:3-4 And I saw one of his heads as if it had been mortally wounded, and his deadly wound was healed. And all the world marveled and followed the beast. 

4So they worshiped the dragon who gave authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, "Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war with him?" (NKJV)

1. Scripture doesn't tell us from which nation this "head" will be!

2. We do know however that his nation will best suit the nature and purposes of the dragon which empowers him!

a) It is interesting to note that Sadam Hussein has spent millions of dollars rebuilding Babylon!

b) Babylon in modern Iraq is also the geographical "center" of all the world's land masses!

(1) Wherever and whichever this nation Isaiah , it will also become the "center" of worship.

(2) All the nations as well as their respective religions will unite as they see this "suedo" death and resurrection of the beast!

(3) With all the flying angels and demons and the cosmic disturbances, no one will any longer doubt the existance of God!

(4) It is just that many will choose satan as god since he appears to be the most powerful!

(a) After all, he had power to overcome God's two witnesses, and now seemingly death!!

C. Revelation 13:5-6 And he was given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and he was given authority to continue for forty-two months. 

6 Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His name, His tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven. (NKJV)

1. During this last31/3years, the beast will curse and defame the Lord, His holiness, His love, His law, His grace, and His people!!

a) He has but a short time and can no longer stand before the Lord and accuse the brethren, so he turns it loose on those remaining on the earth.

b) No doubt, to prevent any who might be thinking of giving their heart to the Lord!

D. Revelation 13:7-10 It was granted to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them. And authority was given him over every tribe, tongue, and nation. 

8 All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 

9 If anyone has an ear, let him hear. 

Revelation 13:10 He who leads into captivity shall go into captivity; he who kills with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints. (NKJV)

1.These are not the resurrected saints, but those who will come to know the Lord during the tribulation!

a) Romans 8:29-30 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Song of Solomon , that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified. (NKJV)

b) The Lord knows everyone who will accept Him, and their names are written in the book of life! These saints from the tribulation will not bow, at the cost of their own lives (he "overcame them")!

c) All the rest of the earth dwellers will bow and worship the beast.

d) John begs, "Listen with your heart! (he who has ears)"
(1) If any man has had a difficult time making a decision up ‘til now, the beast is about to force it!

(2) John reassures the saints in verse10 that those responsible for the death of the saints will likewise be put to death! You see, the dispensation of grace has ended!

E. Revelation 13:11-12 Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth, and he had two horns like a lamb and spoke like a dragon. 

12And he exercises all the authority of the first beast in his presence, and causes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed. (NKJV)

1. Here is the third member of hell's unholy trinity. A demonic "mime" of the Holy Spirit (who glorifies Christ), this "parrot's" mission is to cause people to worship the beast!

a) As we said earlier, he is three times later in Revelation called the "false prophet"!

2. This second beast is the leader of the world religious system or the great "harlot" spoken of in chapter17.

a) He will be a pope, or an ayatollah, or a guru, or a televangelist, buy most likely, he will simply be called "the prophet"!

(1) Or maybe I shoud say, "He will "pompously" be called `the prophet'"

b) Somehow these two satanically empowered men will become the closest of friends.

c) At the same time that the first is gaining world political power, the other will be gaining the world's confidence as the only true prophet of God!

d) Each supports the other and together they establish universal control over the people!

F. Revelation 13:13-14 He performs great signs, so that he even makes fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men. 

14And he deceives those who dwell on the earth by those signs which he was granted to do in the sight of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast who was wounded by the sword and lived. (NKJV)

1. You see the2witness of the Lord had made fire come down from heaven. The false prophet and the beast must not look inferior to the Lord!

a) Matthew 24:24 "For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. (NKJV)

b) 2 Thessalonians 2:9 The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, (NKJV)

c) 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, 

4who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. (NKJV)

d) His deception is very thorough!

e) We must learn from this that miracles are not necessarily of devine origin!!

2. Man seems to have a natural aptitude for worshipping "things". The "false prophet" gets little or no restraint as he commands worship of the beast!

a) It is possible that little images of the beast are made and sold so that every household can perform their daily worship of the beast!

b) For sure there is a large image made for the world to view, and worship publically, (probably via satelite).

G. Revelation 13:15-17 He was granted power to give breath to the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak and cause as many as would not worship the image of the beast to be killed. 

16 He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on their foreheads, 

17 and that no one may buy or sell except one who has the mark or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. (NKJV)

1.Soon after the image is formed, the prophet gives it the ability to talk, probably promoting himself and blaspheming God, and also issueing commands to kill any who do not worship the image of the beast!

2. The prophet immediately sets up "registration" centers to number and identify his worshippers.

a) He classifies them into3different group:

(1) Those who have the "logo" (image) of the beast!

(a) This is probably the bulk of the population.

(2) Those who have the name of the beast!

(a) This is probably a little "closer" group that works closely for his plans and purposes.

(3) And those who have his name (or number)!

(a) Perhaps these are the inside circle!

(i) The point is this: without these identifyers, you will die!!!

(ii) Either by refusal of the marks, or by starvation!!

III. CONCLUSION

A. Revelation 13:18 Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man: His number Isaiah 666. (NKJV)

1. The beast is a man!

2. That man has a name!

3. His name has a numerical equivalent!

4. We are expected to count the number of this man's name!

a) In English this seems weird, but in the Hebrew or the Greek language and in some cases Latin, it is not strange at all!

b) You see, each symbol used for the alphabet was also used for a number!

c) For example, in Latin V=five, X=10 ,L=50 , and so on!

d) In Greek, the language of the New Testament, alpha = 1 , beta = 2 , iota = 10 , rho = 100!

e) To "count" the number of the beast one would simply add up the numbers attatched to the letters in his name!

5. Who is this man? No one knows!

a) Many people could have names that the letters equal666 , but only one will rule the world!

(1) In Greek the name is Chi Xi Stigma (X = 600 , x = 60 , V = 6)

(a) During the war, Christians said it was Hitler!

(b) I remember in the70's, folks said it was Kissinger!

(2) But all this is Greek to me, and I don't plan on being around for all this!!

(3) The point is this! Watch and be aware!

(4) Better yet, make your decision now, and you can watch all this from eternity!
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Revelation 13:1-18
666

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Last week in our study of the book of Revelation , we took a look at "the beastly trinity" of the "dragon (which is satan Revelation 12:9, the beast, and the false prophet!

1. We studied them and their "ministries", and pointed out their "copycat" resemblance to the Holy Trinity of God!

2. We concluded that satan, the "great dragon" will empower a "system or confederacy" that will rise up against the Lord and all that is holy!

a) One man will emerge from this political "group" while yet another will gain worldwide prominence as the only true "prophet" of God, uniting all the world's religions!

b) Anyone rejecting this system and the "mark" thereof, will be killed!

c) Chapter13concluded with this verse Revelation 13:18 Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man: His number Isaiah 666. (NKJV)

(1)This morning it seemed appropriate to spend a little more time on this system of the antichrist!

(2) This system is not something that is off in the future somewhere, it is in place now!!

(3) Matthew 16:1-3 Then the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and testing Him asked that He would show them a sign from heaven. 

2He answered and said to them, "When it is evening you say, "It will be fair weather, for the sky is red"; 

3 "and in the morning, "It will be foul weather today, for the sky is red and threatening." Hypocrites! You know how to discern the face of the sky, but you cannot discern the signs of the times. (NKJV)

(4) We are going to try very hard this morning to give you some "indicators" that the time is near!

II. TEXT

A. I don't think that it was coincidence that when I came into the office this week there was a tape on my desk from FIREFIGHTERS FOR CHRIST by a Dr. Karl Sanders.

1. Dr. Sanders hold a Ph.D. in electronics and engineering and was the chief engineer responsible for the design and development of a microchip that is so small it can be injected under the skin with a hypodermic needle!

a) This chip was originally developed for the purpose of repairing severed spinal cords so that people would be able to walk again.

(a) There were over100 people involved in this project, of which Dr. Sanders was senior engineer in charge!

(i) It is important to understand that the people involved in the creation of this chip had no idea that it would become all that it has.

(ii) They all believed they were doing it for very humanitarian reasons.

2. The investors in this project determined that spinal repairs alone were not sufficient to give a proper return on their investment so they began to look at other possibilities!

a) They found that because of the electrical impulse produced by the chip, that it altered certain behaviors!

(1) For instance, when placed in the pituitary gland of a female, it would put her immediately into menopause. The ability to conceive was immediately halted.

(a) This had already been tested in India!

b) They also found that certain frequencies would produce increased amounts of adrenaline.

c) This was called the "Rambo" chip and it has been tested with Vietnam veterans!

(1) As they began to research other marketing possibilities they discovered that one of the major problems was making people aware of their product and then getting them to accept it!

(2) Dr. Sanders was at the meeting where they decided to put the pictures of lost children on paper bags and milk cartons in an effort to make people aware that there was a need for keeping track of and locating missing children, (as well as Alzheimer's patients)!

(a) These meetings were held in Luxembourg and London, and Brussels, and many right in San Francisco.

(b) The identification and control of people were discussed as if they were cattle.

(c) Kissenger, and representatives of the CIA were present in these meetings!

B. Revelation 13:16 He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on their foreheads, (NKJV)

15480 charagma (khar"-ag-mah) = a thing carved, sculpture, graven work:

25482charax (khar"-ax) = (to sharpen to a point, through the idea of scratching)

a) This sounds a lot like a hypodermic needle piercing the skin!

3. If you remember, last week we pointed out that the number666 had a name and that name was ChiXiStigma.

a) 4742stigma stig"-mah = from stizo = (to "stick", i.e. prick) = a mark pricked in or branded upon the body.

(1) One of Webster's Dictionary definitions calls "stigma", "a small spot, scar, or opening on a plant or animal!"

b) In the readout of this micro chip, there were nine levels of information that the designers wanted included. They were:

(1) Name, and an "image" or picture of your face.

(2) They also wanted Social Security #'s with the extra international digits.

(3) A fingerprint identification was also to be included.

(4) Physical description

(5) Family history

(6) Address

(7) Criminal record

(8) Occupation

(9) Income tax information

c) 5481charakter khar-ak-tare" = an impression; the exact expression (the image) of any person or thing, marked likeness, precise reproduction in every respect, i.e facsimile.

(1) This microchip has exactly that, an "express image" of it's recipient!

(2) Recently under the new health-care program they are talking about the "womb-to-tomb" positive identification.

(3) There are bills before congress right now and others that have been passed that will allow a microchip of identification to be inject into your child at the time of birth!

(a) The president was given this authority and control under the Immigration Control Act (section100) in1986.

C. Revelation 16:2 So the first went and poured out his bowl upon the earth, and a foul and loathsome sore came upon the men who had the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. (NKJV)

1. This microchip is powered by a tiny lithium battery which has a recharging circuit built in.

2. This charging system operates and is regulated by the changes in body temperatures.

a) Dr. Sanders says that they spent11/2million dollars on research to determine an optimal primary and a secondary place in the body for this chip.

b) The data that returned said that there were2placed in the human body that the temperature changes most rapidly.

(1) They were #1 , the forehead just below the hairline and #2 , the back of the hand!!!!!

c) Dr. Sanders talked to a Doctor at Boston Medical Center and asked what would happen with that concentration of lithium if the chip should fail.

(1) The Doctor told him that you would get, "a grevious sore!"
(2) Note that in Revelation 16:2 it says "sore" not sores in the plural. They were not all over the body, but in one location!

(a) Is it possible that when the Lord sends this angel out that all the lithium batteries will fail at the same time???

(b) Dr. Sanders point out that there were some breakdowns of the "Rambo" chip and they indeed did cause a "boil-like" grevious sore!

d) These chips are not secret!

(1) Their diagram description has been published in newspapers.

(2) The clinical insertion of the chip has been demonstrated on TV.

(3) The Montessori pre-schools in Florida have been used as test projects with the insertion of these chips in the children for the purposes of identification.

(a) There is an outfit called "INFOPET" that claims they can keep track of1billion pets to within10 feet of their current location.

(b) If you can know the location and vital statistics of1billion pets at any given time, you can know the location and statistics of1billion people!

(i) And that is just one group or organization!

(ii) As an aside: the FCC has approved2-way communications through your Television!

(iii) It will not only be possible to watch, but to be watched!

(iv) There is current technology to pick up conversations in your home through the crystal mouthpiece on your telephone even with it unplugged.

(v) Laser devices can use your windows as a diaphragm which acts like a big microphone enabling the listener to hear every conversation in your house!

III. BANKING

A. Revelation 13:16-17 He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on their foreheads, 

17 and that no one may buy or sell except one who has the mark or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. (NKJV)

1. We are moving from credit cards to debit cards to the smart card (coming out of France).

2. Our current presidency has mentioned several times that it is a terrible waste to have so many cards when it could all be done with one card!

a) Right now, at Safeway in Canada, people are being given a10% discount for using their debit cards.

b) People with cash simply wait in line!

c) You see the electronic transfer is immediate and the merchant gets his money without having to go to the bank and make deposits.

(1) You will soon see many commercials encouraging people to minimise their plastic and consolidate into one card!!

(2) It is very probable that this process will go from the Smartcard to the personal inplant chip.

(3) It will be so convenient, fast, and cannot be ripped off!

(4) It is important to note that when President Clinton was asked about the microchip, his answer was, "Of course, of course I'm for it!"
(5) Many people became aware of "the new world order" through the Bush administration but I want you to take out a dollar bill!

(a) On the back in the left "seal" you will see the pyramid will the all seeing eye of Osarus.

(b) Under the pyramid in Latin you will see "Novus Ordo Seclorum" = New World Order.

(i) That was placed on the dollar bill in1933.

3. The European Common Market became an entity on December31st, 1992.

a) They are now responsible for all the environmental policies in Europe.

4. The Trilateral Commission, funded and began by David Rockefeller was able in1972to control oil supply and prices so effectively that the people of America sat in gas lines without ever asking why!

a) Dr. Sanders believes this was a conspiracy to bring about an equality between Asia, Europe, North and South America.

(1) He has photos to support the meeting where this took place and the decision was made.

b) For this "equality" to happen there needed to be a shift of wealth out of the United States.

(1) Because of this shortage of fuel, Americans began to buy import automobiles because of their gas milage!

(2) Within approximately11/2years time we became debtor nation!

(a) All a part of this conspiracy.

(b) Many of our presidents have been actively involved in the Trilateral Commission.

5. Most people are not aware of the fact that the Federal Reserve System is neither Federal nor does it hold any reserves.

a) It is a private corporation owned by5 banks that control the ebb and flow of our interest rates.

(1) The men who control this corporation don't even receive their salary from anywhere in America. Their pay comes from Europe!!

(a) Coincidence or Conspiracy??

IV. POLITICAL

A. Dr. Sanders has a flow shart that indicates (through a lengthly proceedure that the major television networks ABC, NBC, and CBS are all owned by the David Rockefeller family!

1. Dr. Sanders once asked Harry Reasner why the media seemed to be unable to present a clear an unbiased view of the news to which he responded by putting his hands behind his back and replied, "It is out of our hands."
2. ABC has publically admitted that they may have "altered" the outcome of this passed election, but their has not been even as much as a slap on the hand, nor an appology!

3. Have you ever wondered why Ross Perot came into the election when he admitted that he didn't want to be President of the United States?

a) He not only came into the election. He got out and then came in again!

b) In the overall scheme of things, his affect on the election was to pull enough votes to keep President Bush from being Revelation -elected!

(1) Bush was "pro New World Order" but he had a few thing that got in the way.

(a) He was pro family!

(b) He was against abortion!

(c) And he was against the homosexual agenda!

(2) President Clinton seems to have nothing that would get in the way of a New World Order, nor the numbering of666.

B. Clinton and Gore have a book that was released just about the time of the election.

1. In it they speak of "boot camps" where "first time offenders" would be given rigorous exercise discipline and a new respect for the law! (Page72)

a) Dr. Sanders has visited many old abandoned military camps where the barbed wire has been turned around to keep peeple in instead of keepin them out!

b) Could these be for those who reject the New World Order and the mark thereof?

c) In this same book he speaks of every one carrying the Smartcard!

C. Over the years, there have been13 "executive orders" given to the President by which he has almost total power in an "emmergency!"

1. The13executive orders can all be consolidated and called into effect by inacting one of these orders that was ratified bt President Carter!

a) One of the things that this allows the President is the possession and control of all public storage units?

2. FEMA, the Federal Emmigration Managment Association has been given by law the right to take over your home and even put several families in it should it deem it necessary!
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Revelation 14
Heavenly Announcements

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Last week we took a little time to discuss the "name and number" of the beast!

1. We concluded that this system is already in place and some of it has been for a long, long, time!

2. Most of us are carrying money with the "New World Order" written right on the back!

3. "Womb to tomb" identification chips are already being implanted in human beings, and pets.

4. And the world economic system is quickly heading toward a common currency and a one world government!

5. J.R. told me that he duplicated over50 tapes from last week. This is something that affects us all!!

B. When we left off with chapter13 , the scene was the earth and the "deluge" of satan, the beast, and the false prophet!

1. This morning we turn to chapter14 , and the scene is much different!

a) It is a vision of heavenly announcements and heavenly beings!

b) Chapter14can be summed up with Psalm 37:35; Psalm 37:39-40 I have seen the wicked in great power, And spreading himself like a native green tree.. . . . 

39 But the salvation of the righteous is from the LORD He is their strength in the time of trouble. 

40 And the LORD shall help them and deliver them; He shall deliver them from the wicked, And save them, Because they trust in Him. (NKJV)

c) Let's take a look!

II. TEXT

A. Revelation 14:1 Then I looked, and behold, a Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His Father"s name written on their foreheads. (NKJV)

1. If you will remember in Revelation 7 - 144 ,000 "chosen ones" out of the tribes of Israel had received a protective seal on their foreheads.

2. In Revelation 13 - the beastly system had commanded that everyone without his Mark , the mark of the beast, must die!

3. As John sees this144 ,000 , even he probably can't believe that they are still alive after all the persecution from the beastly trinity!!!

a) Satan with all his destruction, had not been able to touch these protected by the Lord!

b) As the tribulation is nearing an end, John sees them as an assembly in all their glory- congregating on Mt. Zion itself.

c) It is finally revealed to us that the mark on their foreheads is nothing less than the name of the Father!

(1) Notice also that Jesus (the Lamb) is with them!

(2) It is important to remember that Jesus is our only defense also!

B. Revelation 14:2-3 And I heard a voice from heaven, like the voice of many waters, and like the voice of loud thunder. And I heard the sound of harpists playing their harps. 

3They sang as it were a new song before the throne, before the four living creatures, and the elders; and no one could learn that song except the hundred and forty-four thousand who were redeemed from the earth. (NKJV)

1. This "voice" that John hears is "multiple"!

2. It is the voice of "thunder and of many waters" as he hears the harpists playing their harps, and the multitude singing a "new song" before the throne and the four "living creatures and elders"! (Niagara Falls or a concert!)

a) Notice also that they were singing a song that only the144 ,00 could sing because only they knew the words!

(1) Perhaps it contains words about the persecution and "costs" of the tribulation!

(a) The Greek word for "learn" means to "experimentally understand".

(b) Others might be able to sing the song or hum the tune, but only the144 ,000 would "understand" the real meaning of the song!

(i) Each one of us has a "song" of sorts that only you know the "real meaning" of!

(ii) You see each life has its own specific hurts and pains that others don't seem to understand.

(iii) But, we need to keep in mind that Jesus wrote the song!

(iv) He was there, He understands the words!

C. Revelation 14:4-5 These are the ones who were not defiled with women, for they are virgins. These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These were redeemed from among men, being firstfruits to God and to the Lamb. 

5 And in their mouth was found no deceit, for they are without fault before the throne of God. (NKJV)

1. Many cults say that they are the144 ,000 , but the scriptures are very plain!

a) They are all male Israelites and12 ,000 from each tribe!

b) There are some other distinguishing characteristics:

(1) They are virgins, they have never had sex!

(a) Many speculate that their ministry during the tribulation will be so demanding that marriage would have made it almost impossible!

(b) Perhaps by then the world will be so despotic that it will be almost imposible to have a "normal" relationship.

(c) But, it is important to point out that they would also have had to have a commitment to personal purity since their youth!

(2) They "follow Jesus wherever he goes."
(3) They are the "firstfruits" of the tribulation period!

(a) And also the "firstfruits" of God's own people, the Jews, living for the Messiah!

(4) 1 Peter 2:22 tells us that Jesus ". . . committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in His mouth"; (NKJV)

(a) It is the same with the144 ,000!

(b) No wonder only they can understand the song!

(c) But through Jesus and the cross, we have the same hope: Jude 1:24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, And to present you faultless Before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, (NKJV)

D. Revelation 14:6-8 Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth-- to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people-- 

7 saying with a loud voice, "Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water." 

8 And another angel followed, saying, "Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she has made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication." (NKJV)

1. There are six additional angels that appear on the scene and all of them have urgent messages and ministries to those on the earth!

2. The first appears with an extraordinary mission!

3. Prior to this, preaching was entrusted to men.

a) Jesus commanded his followers to "preach the gospel" in Mark 16:15
b) Paul said "woe unto me if I preach no the gospel" in 1 Corinthians 9:16.

c) The conditions are so harsh upon the earth that a new method is needed.

(1) You see the144 ,000 will not have access to TV or radio and people will be deathly afraid to attend any kind of Christian meeting!

(2) With only144 ,00 witness that would add up to only1preacher for every10 ,000 people left on the earth!

(a) Thus the need for the angelic preacher flying back and forth across the sky telling the message of the gospel in every language known to man!

(b) Notice he has a very specific message for the evolutionists!

(i) GOD created it all!

4. The way verse8 is worded and placed indicates that the second of the six angels follows the first one wherever he goes.

a) As the first "peaches" the gospel, the other reminds people that the beastly system of Babylon had failed!

b) The thought is picked up from Jeremiah 51:7 Babylon was a golden cup in the LORD"s hand, That made all the earth drunk. The nations drank her wine; Therefore the nations are deranged. (NKJV)

E. Revelation 14:9-11 Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, "If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, 

10 "he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 

11 "And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name." (NKJV)

1. This3angel follows the first2with yet another warning.

a) The pressure to submit to the beastly system will be immense but this angle wants to remind people that the penalty for submitting to satan is even worse!

(1) Matthew 10:28 "And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. (NKJV)

2. God's wrath is tempered by the cross!

a) These people will have rejected both God and the cross therefore there is nothing to "buffer" his anger against them!

b) They therefore must suffer the full force of His anger and it will be in front of the Messiah they rejected and the angels.

(1) Their suffering is "forever" and continual. There will be no rest!

F. Revelation 14:12-13 Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. 

13Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, "Write: "Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on." " "Yes," says the Spirit, "that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow them." (NKJV)

1. The Lord always knows when the scene is getting two intense, then He pauses to give His people hope!

2. Such is the case here. John says, "Here it is folks!" "Here is the fulfillment of all those promises that the Lord would avenge His people!"

3. The Lord through John gives a particular promise to the martyrs. The "now on" that John is talking about is from that time of the tribulation forward!

a) The same promise is of course ours also. Death is rest from our labors! And we can be sure that our works follow us on into Heaven!

(1) For our labor here is the basis of our service there Matthew 25:21 "His lord said to him, "Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord." (NKJV)

(2) There is an opposite affect. Those of us seeking ease and comfort here will be barren there: 1 Corinthians 3:14-15 If anyone"s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. 

15 If anyone"s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. (NKJV)

(3) Our works follow us! and the rewards thereof!

(a) It is important for us to remember as Christians, that we will be "serving" in heaven. We will not be simply sitting on a rock meditating eternally!

G. Revelation 14:14-16 Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the Son of Prayer of Manasseh , having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. 

15 And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, "Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the time has come for You to reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe." 

16 So He who sat on the cloud thrust in His sickle on the earth, and the earth was reaped. (NKJV)

1. John now sees Jesus as He will be forever as the Glorified Son of Man!

a) The crown indicates His reign, and the sickle is for judgment!

b) The whole idea in verse15 is taken from Joel 3:13 Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, go down; For the winepress is full, The vats overflow-- For their wickedness is great." (NKJV)

(1) These verses speak of Armageddon, the ultimate battle between good and evil, the Lord and satan!

(2) This is the harvesting of the "grapes of wrath". It is the harvesting of the wicked!

H. Revelation 14:17-20 Then another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle. 

18 And another angel came out from the altar, who had power over fire, and he cried with a loud cry to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, "Thrust in your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for her grapes are fully ripe." 

19 So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth and gathered the vine of the earth, and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 

20 And the winepress was trampled outside the city, and blood came out of the winepress, up to the horses" bridles, for one thousand six hundred furlongs. (NKJV)

1. This is the5th and6th angel.

a) The6th commans the5th to "thrust his sickle into the earth for the harvest of wickedness is full".

b) The "vine of the earth" in verse18is a direct contrast to the the "vine of heaven".

(1) Jesus said, "I am the true vine." in John 15:1
(2) The fruit of that True Vine is you and I and every other Christian in the world.

(3) The fruit of the "vine of the earth" however yeilds imitation fruit. Mock oranges if you will!

2. The picture here is a gruesome one:

a) As satan, and the beast, and the false prophet pulls all of his people together in one last ditch effort to fight against God and His people.

b) It is estimated that there will be approximately200 million people in his army!

c) The1 ,600 "furlongs" equal about180 miles!

(1) That means there will be blood that runs for180 miles and at its peak will come up to the horses bridles!

(2) It will literally be s "sea of blood"!!!

(3) Scripture calles this place "ARMAGEDDON" or "the mount of Megiddo" = the place where it will occur!

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-8 

John Brown

Revelation 15
Introduction to the Bowl Judgments

Really into his work: Sean loved his job at the brewery. One day he was mixing up a huge cauldron of liquor, when he accidentally lost his footing and plunged in. No one found out about it until many hours later. The foreman called Sean"s wife to tell her the bad news. Though she was struck with grief, Sean"s wife told the foreman that she was glad the death was painless and fast.

"I wouldn"t say it was fast, ma" Amos ," the foreman said. "He got out three times to go to the bathroom."

I. INTRODUCTION

A. In our last study, we finished with chapter14!

1. There were7 "Heavenly Announcements" given. The first was simply a "voice from heaven" in verse2that showed John the144 ,000 , male, Jews singing their "new song"!

2. The second was from an Angel in verse Revelation 14:6 saying, "Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water."
3. The third, again from an angel, was: "Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she has made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication."
4. Revelation 14:10-11 The fourth announcement, again from an Angel, "If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, 

10 "he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 

11 "And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name."
5. The fifth announcement was again the voice from heaven and it's message was, "Write: "Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on." " "Yes," says the Spirit, "that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow them."

6. In sixth announcement, Revelation 14:15 And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, "Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the time has come for You to reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe."
7. And finally the seventh and final announcement was in verse Revelation 14:18 "Thrust in your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for her grapes are fully ripe."
a) And as we said in the last study, chapter14ended with the tragic and horrendous picture of Armageddon where satan and the Lord will face off in the final battle of heaven and earth that will result in a river of blood180 miles in length and approximately1mile wide!

b) The scene is quite different in our study this morning!

(1) Chapter15 is the shortest chapter in the book of Revelation , as it "sets up" chapter16.

(2) It glances backward to the Lord's former judgments, yet anticipates the glory of heaven that is soon to come!

(3) Chapter15 introduces the last7 judgments of the Lord known as the "bowl judgments".

(4) The time period is midway through the tribulation. The beginning of the end if you will of the last31/2years where the Lord will set everything right!

(a) Let's begin our study!

II. TEXT

A. Revelation 15:1 Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous: seven angels having the seven last plagues, for in them the wrath of God is complete. (NKJV)

1. After all the slaughter, John is blessed with a vision of the future.

2. The word that is translated "sign" in verse1is from the Greek word semeion it is elsewhere translated "wonder" and again as "miracle".

a) It is the3rd "sign" that John has identified thusfar in the book of Revelation.

3. This "miracle" or "wonder" John sees is a "sign". A sign is meant to teach a lesson, as were most of the "miracles" performed by the Lord and the Disciples.

4. Notice that verse1tells us that these last7 plagues are "great and marvelous"!

a) These last plagues are sequential, not parallel!

(1) In other words they are not merely restatements of the former plagues, THEY ARE IN ADDITION TOO!

(2) The seals contained plagues, the trumpets contained even greater plagues, and now the "bowls contain the final7 plagues and will be the greatest and most awesome of all!

(a) You might find it interesting that the word "plague" is often translated as "stripes" as in Luke 12:47 "And that servant who knew his master"s will, and did not prepare himself or do according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. (NKJV)

(b) In Revelation it is often translated "wound"!!

(c) This reminds me of our Savior that was "wounded" for our transgressions, and that it is "by His stripes" we are healed!!!

5. These7 angel who carry the "bowls" of judgment, are symbolic of all of the Lord's angels who are deeply involved with His work for the benefit of the saints!

B. Revelation 15:2 And I saw something like a sea of glass mingled with fire, and those who have the victory over the beast, over his image and over his mark and over the number of his name, standing on the sea of glass, having harps of God. (NKJV)

1. As we said earlier, the angel were symbolic of all the angels whose ministry is to the "heirs of salvation" and here are those saints!

a) An assemblage of the redeemed that had given their life during the tribulation for the name of Jesus Christ!

(1) The actual gathering must come after the tribulation but John is given a glimpse into the future.

2. The sea speaks of purification and cleansing as does the fire.

a) The Priests had to wash to be ceremonially clean before coming before the Lord!

(1) And you and I must be "washed" in the blood of Jesus before we can come before Him!

b) The fire also speaks of judgment.

(1) EVERYONE nust stand before the judgment seat of the Lord!

c) Christians are cleansed by the blood of the Lamb and therefore able to stand the fire of His judgment!

3. Notice that this kind of love for such unworthiness brings about a tremendous musical celebration (harps of God)!

C. Revelation 15:3-4 They sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying: "Great and marvelous are Your works, Lord God Almighty! Just and true are Your ways, O King of the saints! 

4Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy. For all nations shall come and worship before You, For Your judgments have been manifested." (NKJV)

1. They sing2victory songs. The "song of Moses", and the "song of the Lamb".

a) The song of Moses give further insight to the sea on which they stand.

(1) Exodus 15:1-2; Exodus 15:13; Exodus 15:18 Then Moses and the children of Israel sang this song to the LORD, and spoke, saying: "I will sing to the LORD, For He has triumphed gloriously! The horse and its rider He has thrown into the sea! 

2The LORD is my strength and Song of Solomon , And He has become my salvation; He is my God, . . .

13You in Your mercy have led forth The people whom You have redeemed; You have guided them in Your strength To Your holy habitation.. . . 

18 "The LORD shall reign forever and ever." (NKJV)

(2) This sea was also used by the Lord as an instrument of deliverance of God's people and judgment of their enemies!

(a) Noah is another example!

(b) Baptism is yet another, where the "old man" that condemns us is drowned and our new life in Christ begins!

(3) The "sea of glass" before the throne of God in heaven will perpetually remind of the Lord's mercy, love and deliverance!

b) The second song was that of the Lamb.

(1) There would be no "overcomers' if it weren't for the "blood of the Lamb"!

(2) So as they sing of victory they also sing of the One who made them victorious!!

D. Revelation 15:5 After these things I looked, and behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was opened. (NKJV)

1. The Holy Spirit uses very unique terminology in this verse!

a) John had already been shown this tabernacle and even recorded that the long lost Ark of the Covenant was there!

b) The ark was often referred to as "the ark of the testimony" and the entire tabernacle that housed it was called "the tabernacle of the testimony".

(1) This title stressed that the most important aspect of the tabernacle was as a dwelling place for the Ten Commandments- God's "testimony"!

(2) All of Scripture is divinely inspired but the Ten Commandments are divinely "inscribed"!

(a) Written by the finger of God Himself.

(3) The word "tabernacle" simply means "dwelling place."

(a) John has been given a vision of the temple where God's testimony lives forever!

c) While on earth, only the High Priest could enter the most sacred place and then only once a year!

(1) You see it was the place where God lived and the beauty of His holiness would consume anyone with sin in his life!

(2) But the day of the cross, the thick curtain that separated God from the people was torn in half from the top to the bottom by the Lord Himself!

(3) This temple in heaven is OPEN, not closed like it was on earth!

(4) There is nothing to keep man from God when he comes in the name, and covered by the blood of Jesus Christ!

(a) But as we see in the next verses, not all will allow Jesus to be their covering: their Savior!

(b) And it is for them that the next7 plagues are intended!

(c) You see, if we do not accept Jesus as Lord and Savior, the we must face Him as God and Judge!

(d) And at this point in the tribulation, the world is experiencing the full force of His wrath.

E. Revelation 15:6 And out of the temple came the seven angels having the seven plagues, clothed in pure bright linen, and having their chests girded with golden bands. (NKJV)

1. Out of the temple where the never ending "testimony" of God's mercy dwells comes7 angels carrying the7 plagues.

a) They are rightly clothed in the purity and royalty of white-linen.

b) Not only does the linen speak of royalty, but the golden belts are symbolic of riches and beauty!

(1) Quite different than the lies the unholy trinity of satan, the beast, and the false prophet had been telling everyone!

F. Revelation 15:7-8 Then one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God who lives forever and ever. 

8 The temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from His power, and no one was able to enter the temple till the seven plagues of the seven angels were completed. (NKJV)

1. This is one of the4living creatures that cries "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is to come!" from chapter4! It is one of these that give the angels the7 golden bowls full of the wrath of God who live forever and ever!

2. The term forever and ever literally means "for aeon after aeon".

a) It is wonderful to see that in the last chapter, the Lord uses this same phrase in regard to you and me!

(1) Revelation 22:5 There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever. (NKJV)

(2) We shall live in the Glorious Light of God's presence, the "tabernacle" of the Lord, they place where He lives, for aeons after aoens!!!!

A couple of country bumpkins were tramping along the railroad tracks when they found a human leg. "You know what that looks like?" one boy said to the other. "That looks like Joe Bob"s leg." After looking at it a few minutes, the boys agreed that it was Joel -Bob"s leg. They resumed their walking, but soon came upon a tattooed arm. "Funny thing," one boy remarked. "This looks an awful lot like Joel -Bob"s arm." "It do indeed," his friend answered. Later on down the tracks, they found a head. "Now I"m fer certain that that"s Joe Bob"s head," one boy asserted. The other boy reached down and grabbed the head by the ears, shook it, and yelled, "Joe Bob! Joe Bob! Is you hurt?
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John Brown

Revelation 16
The Bowl Judgments

At a children"s missions conference I asked, "Where is the safest place in the world?" Matthew age7 , answered in all seriousness, "I think it's where God wants you to be!"

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Last week we took a look at the seven angels having the seven plagues, clothed in pure bright linen, and having their chests girded with golden bands. In Revelation 15:6
1. If you will remember,. . . .one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God who lives forever and ever. Revelation 15:7(NKJV)

2. That was the scene where we left off.

a) One of the4living creatures that surrounds the throne of the Lord, handed the7 bowls to the angels.

b) These are the last of the final judgments of God and they are the greatest.

c) We must remember that they are for those who have purposefully and willfullyrejected the Lord.

(1) 2 Peter 3:9 tells us that The Lord is . . . . not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. (NKJV)

(2) But many will not repent. Instead of choosing life, they would rather continue in their sins and face the consequences!

(3) It is for them that these bowls of judgment are intended!

(4) Let's pray and begin our study.

II. TEXT

A. Revelation 16:1-2 Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, "Go and pour out the bowls of the wrath of God on the earth." 

2So the first went and poured out his bowl upon the earth, and a foul and loathsome sore came upon the men who had the mark of the beast and those who worshipped his image. (NKJV)

1. The marching orders are given by a voice "from the temple", probably the Glorified Lord Himself!

a) Please remember, that at this time in the tribulation, the Lord's wrath is in full force! No more "mister nice guy" to those whom have rejected the Savior.

2. Notice also that this first bowl does not affect those who have refused to accept the mark of the beast!

a) As we discussed in earlier chapters, these "foul and loathsome sores" could be a result of the angel simultaneously "popping" the lithium batteries that power the "womb-to-tomb" microchips implanted under the skin of all those "marked" by the beast!!!

B. Revelation 16:3 Then the second angel poured out his bowl on the sea, and it became blood as of a dead man; and every living creature in the sea died. (NKJV)

1. Under the judgment of the2trumpet, 1/3of the sea became as blood!

a) Now, however, all of the sea will "become blood as of a dead man." And everythingin the seas will perish!!

2. Chemically, the composition of sea water is almost identical to that of blood!

a) It would be very easily for this divine messenger to "remix" the chemicals to give the water the blood red appearance.

(1) There is at least one vital difference howeverbetween real blood and what will be in the seas. Real blood carries life, this "blood" will be "as the blood of a dead man".

(a) There will be not life, but death!

C. Revelation 16:4-7 Then the third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and springs of water, and they became blood. 

5 And I heard the angel of the waters saying: "You are righteous, O Lord, The One who is and who was and who is to be, Because You have judged these things. 

6 For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, And You have given them blood to drink. For it is their just due." 

7 And I heard another from the altar saying, "Even Song of Solomon , Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are Your judgments." (NKJV)

1. Our oceans are the standing results of rivers and streams, as well as melting ice caps.

a) The second bowl turned the standing bodies of water into blood, but not their sources!

b) This judgment bowl is aimed at the rivers and springs that supply the water!

2. Notice the angel is not crying, "I can't believe that God would do such an awful thing."
a) In fact, he proclaims His righteousness for what HE is doing! Because He is judging sin!

b) He tells us in verse6 why it is deserved.

(1) 6 For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, And You have given them blood to drink. For it is their just due.

(2) Yet another angel speaks from the altar (verse7) confirming the Lord's righteousness!!

(3) You see Hebrews 10:26 tells us that if men continue to mock the sacrificial blood of Christ even after they know the testimony of the cross . . . there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,

D. Revelation 16:8-9 Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and power was given to him to scorch men with fire9 And men were scorched with great heat, and they blasphemed the name of God who has power over these plagues; and they did not repent and give Him glory. (NKJV)

1. This4th bowl affects the sun! It's intensity is magnified to the point that men across the globe, (not just Phoenix) are actually "scorched"!

2. Can you imagine, nighttime will be as hot as a mid-summers day in Gila Bend, and the daytime sun will be7 times as hot as it is now!?!?!?

a) Isaiah 30:26 Moreover the light of the moon will be as the light of the sun, And the light of the sun will be sevenfold, As the light of seven days, In the day that the LORD binds up the bruise of His people And heals the stroke of their wound. (NKJV)

b) A side affect of all this will be a melting of all the polar ice caps resulting in a rise of the oceans some200 feet higher than they are normally!

c) That means many of the great tourist towns and seaport cities would be under water!

(1) Cities such as New York, Tokyo, London, Los Angeles, Rio, Rome, Singapore, and many others!

(2) I wonder if that's what some of the Prophets had in mind?

(a) Malachi 4:1 "For behold, the day is coming, Burning like an oven, And all the proud, yes, all who do wickedly will be stubble. And the day which is coming shall burn them up," Says the LORD of hosts, "That will leave them neither root nor branch. (NKJV)

(b) Amos 9:5-6 The Lord GOD of hosts, He who touches the earth and it melts, And all who dwell there mourn; All of it shall swell like the River, And subside like the River of Egypt. 

6 He who builds His layers in the sky, And has founded His strata in the earth; Who calls for the waters of the sea, And pours them out on the face of the earth-- The LORD is His name. (NKJV)

(c) No doubt the result will maddening, but men and women will still not repent!

E. Revelation 16:10-11 Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his kingdom became full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues because of the pain. 

11They blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and did not repent of their deeds. (NKJV)

1. This5th bowl of judgment is directed specifically at the beast and his throne!

a) No doubt, his capitol city of Babylon will have the finest medical personnel, the best food and water still available, and air-conditioned comfort from the scorching heat!

(1) By the way, Babylon (the beast's capitol city) and Jerusalem (where he will set up his image), are of sufficient elevation to not be affected by the rise in sea level!

b) In characteristic style of this battle between Light and darkness, in this5th bowl judgment, the beast's kingdom is plagued with a thick blackness!

(1) Perhaps buried in his subterranean palace where he and his people think they are safe, the Lord simply cuts off the lights!

(a) Already suffering from the "grievous" sores, the darkness only makes it worse.

(b) Notice, they still do not repent!

F. Revelation 16:12-16 Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up, so that the way of the kings from the east might be prepared. 

13And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 

14For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 

15 "Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame." 

16 And they gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon. (NKJV)

1. The Euphrates is not only the site of the ancient Babel, it was the site of Nebucadnezzer's Babylon.

2. It will also be the water supply for the modern Babylon!

a) America as well as the British have (over the last20-30 years) helped develop extensive water supply, flood control, and hydro-electric power stations on the Euphrates!

b) It must be dried up in order to shut off the beast's lights and water!

3. It is also interesting to note that Mt. Ararat which stands at an elevation of17 ,000 ft, is the chief supply of the water for the Euphrates!

a) It is at about15 ,000 ft. that explorers claim to have sighted the prow of the Ark protruding from the ice cap!

b) They have never been able to document this discovery scientifically because the summers that they have returned were not warm enough to melt the ice for another look!

(1) Maybe the Lord is waiting for this tribulation intense sun to use it as another testimony of the TRUTH!

(2) Whatever the reason, the Euphrates is dried up to make room for a flood of people that will invade Jerusalem!

4. Satan releases demons to perform signs and wonders in order to bring all these people together to battle the Lord!

a) Remember the time is short and he must convince the world that he can win the battle against the Lord at Armegeddon!

b) The Lord pauses in verse15 to give the remaining saints the assurance that he is coming back to reward them!

G. Revelation 16:17-21 Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, "It is done!" 

18 And there were noises and thunderings and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such a mighty and great earthquake as had not occurred since men were on the earth. 

19 Now the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. And great Babylon was remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His wrath. 

20 Then every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. 

21And great hail from heaven fell upon men, each hailstone about the weight of a talent. Men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail, since that plague was exceedingly great. (NKJV)

1. The final bowl is for the air, or "atmosphere" if you will.

2. The result is thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake like no other!

3. The effect on the earth was catastrophic!

a) Mountains were leveled. Islands were either removed or became a part of the earth's land mass!

b) Even Jerusalem was divided into three parts while every other great nation is destroyed!!

c) Babylon, the city of the beast and the false prophet come before the Lord for judgment, and much blood is shed in the final battle!

d) During this same time period, men and women are being pelted by stones falling from the sky with the weight of approximately100 pounds!!!!

e) But I want you to notice the hardness of men's hearts: They cursed God instead of repenting!!

When Teresa was thrown from her mule into the mud and someone reminded her that God "chastens those whom He loves," she replied by commenting that this was one reason He has so few friends!
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Revelation 17
The Bowl Judgments

I. INTRODUCTION

A. We have just finished with the final seven bowl judgments of the Lord upon the earth, and the seas, and the atmosphere!

1. The earth is in total chaos and the battle lines are drawn for the final confrontation between the people of the earth under satan's control, and the Lord Himself!

2. The river Euphrates has been dried up to make way for the "kings of the whole earth" Revelation 16:14 so they can gather in a place called ARMAGEDDON.

3. It is here that the Lord will defeat His enemies and begin the reestablishing of His kingdom!

4. This morning we get the privilege of a little more information regarding "Mystery Babylon" and "The Mother of Harlots" as they relate to the system of the beast, and everything that opposes Jesus as Lord!

B. There have been many attempts to explain Babylon as Rome, as New York, and as many other cities other than Babylon itself!

1. It is helpful to remember that Revelation means "unveiling" not "veiling"!

a) It is the Lord's intent to help us understand the book of Revelation , not mask it with confusion!

b) Therefore we must assume that the word Babylon means the real city of Babylon!

(1) In fact, there are4specific passages in Revelation that call it a "city"
(2) We must also keep in mind that it is not just the city, but the whole system of false and ungodly worship that the name represents!

c) Babylon is mentioned6 times in Revelation , but only in Revelation 17:5 is she called "Mystery, Babylon the great"!

d) Let's take a look!

II. TEXT

A. Revelation 17:1-2 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and talked with me, saying to me, "Come, I will show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits on many waters, 

2 "with whom the kings of the earth committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth were made drunk with the wine of her fornication." (NKJV)

1. In our last study of chapter16 , we knew that Babylon was about to undergo some specific judgment of the Lord that would be specific to the atrocities of her wickedness!

2. We also knew from Revelation 16:9, that it would be with all the wrath the Lord could muster!

a) John is given an special invitation to come watch.

b) The word "whore" and the word "harlot" used in verse5 , are the same Greek word porne!

c) Porneia is the Greek word for "fornication and pornos the word for "fornicator" or "whoremonger".

d) It relates to anyone, male or female, who commit ungodly sexual acts!

(1) Biblically it is symbolic of spiritual adultery!

(a) In other words, anyone who loves and serves any other gods, other that the One and True God!

3. Babylon is accused of infecting and polluting "the kings of the earth".

a) This goes back, not just to ancient Babylon under Nebucadnezzer where he reestablished the worship of Marduk as god:

b) But all the way back to Nimrod and the first city called Babel where pagan worship peaked!

(1) Every polytheistic, evolutionary, animistic/spiritistic, astrological, and idolatrous form of paganism can trace it's roots to this ancient city and it's culture!!!!

(2) You see it is very basic: Nimrod chose satan rather than God as his object of worship!

(3) It was Nimrod's desire to rule the world as it always has been satan's.

(4) It was then that the Lord mixed up their languages and scattered them into different parts of the world.

(a) But, in all pagan worship, the roots are the same, " spiritual adultery".

B. Revelation 17:3-6 So he carried me away in the Spirit into the wilderness. And I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast which was full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. 

4The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the filthiness of her fornication. 

5 And on her forehead a name was written: MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 

6 I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. And when I saw her, I marveled with great amazement. (NKJV)

1. John is translated back in time and given a panoramic view of the events that have led up to this final judgment of the wrath of God!

2. The Holy Spirit is going to give us the interpretation in verses Revelation 17:8-18, but I want to point out a few things first.

a) The woman is arrayed in purple and scarlet, and gold and precious stones, and pearls.

b) She is represented as a beautiful queen, but her title gives her away!

(1) She is the "mother of whores".

(2) And her intoxicant, is the "blood of the martyrs of Jesus."
(a) In other words, she has taken great joy, to the point of being drunk, at the loss of human life and the spilling of blood of those who loved the Lord more than they loved their own life!

(b) The proverbs are full of wisdom and advice to avoid the physical as well as the spiritual adulterer. Proverbs 5:3-5 For the lips of an immoral woman drip honey, And her mouth is smoother than oil; 

4But in the end she is bitter as wormwood, Sharp as a two-edged sword. 

5 Her feet go down to death, Her steps lay hold of hell. (NKJV)

(c) John was taken out by all of this to which the angel replied:

C. Revelation 17:7 But the angel said to me, "Why did you marvel? I will tell you the mystery of the woman and of the beast that carries her, which has the seven heads and the ten horns. (NKJV)

1. There is almost a rebuke in the angel's reply!

2. Perhaps John , like so many Christians had been so involved in his own personal needs and activities that he had missed much of this!

a) Sometimes we too get so caught up in life that we miss the overall plan of the Lord and how we need too be participating in that plan!

D. Revelation 17:8 "The beast that you saw was, and is not, and will ascend out of the bottomless pit and go to perdition. And those who dwell on the earth will marvel, whose names are not written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world, when they see the beast that was, and is not, and yet is. (NKJV)

1. The beast is more than just a man!

a) You see . . .it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, Hebrews 9:2727(NKJV)

b) Yet this "beast" was in the past, was not at the time of John , and yet will be again!

c) The city of Babylon fits the description!

(1) It was once great, not much in John's time, and yet will rise again to be the center of the earth's social and religious power!!!

(2) The Christians will not be taken by this, but the earth dwellers will be caught under the Babylonian spell!

E. Revelation 17:9 "Here is the mind which has wisdom: The seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman sits. (NKJV)

1. The only mind that has wisdom is a Godly mind!

a) In other words, Christians will know what is coming before the world has a clue.

2. Many interpreters think the7 "hilled city" is Rome and the woman is the Roman Catholic church.

a) But, first of all the church does not sit on the seven hills of Rome. In fact its' churches are all over the world.

b) Also the word used here is actually is the word for "mountains", not the "hills" that are in Rome!

(1) The picture here is much bigger that just one church or group of churches!

(2) The next verse helps us out.

F. Revelation 17:10 "There are also seven kings. Five have fallen, one Isaiah , and the other has not yet come. And when he comes, he must continue a short time. (NKJV)

1. You see there are7 kings who rule over these7 mountains.

a) Mountains in Scripture, most often represent earthly kingdoms!

(1) Isaiah 2:2 Now it shall come to pass in the latter days That the mountain of the LORD"s house Shall be established on the top of the mountains, And shall be exalted above the hills; And all nations shall flow to it. (NKJV)

(2) Daniel 2:44 "And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. (NKJV)

b) These7 mountains are7 kingdoms that comprise political Babylon and they all support the harlot!

(1) In other words they are all in support of the pagan idol worship in rebellion against the true God!

(2) 5 of these great kingdoms have come and gone.

(a) According to Daniel and our history books they are Persia, Greece, Egypt, Assyria, and of course, Babylon!

(3) One of these kingdoms was in existence at John's time. It was of course the Roman empire!

(4) The other is "yet to come" and will last only "for a short time."

(a) This last kingdom corresponds with the toes in Daniel's image and as we know most feet consists of10 toes!

(b) It is most likely that this yet future "kingdom" will the10 nation confederacy comprising the European Common Market!

(c) This Last great "kingdom" will last only the1st31/2years of the tribulation!!!

G. Revelation 17:11-14 "And the beast that was, and is not, is himself also the eighth, and is of the seven, and is going to perdition. 

12 "The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have received no kingdom as yet, but they receive authority for one hour as kings with the beast. 

13 "These are of one mind, and they will give their power and authority to the beast. 

14 "These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and those who are with Him are called, chosen, and faithful." (NKJV)

1. Now we see an eighth head which is "of the seven".

a) In other words, the Babylonian system is resurrected in the system of the anti-christ, powered by satan himself!

b) Hebrews , as the beast, will be head over the other10 nation European Common Market.

c) They will be of "one mind, and give their power and authority to the beast".

(1) It will be with this political power and authority that the "system" will become strong enough to think they can win a war against the Lord Himself!

(2) They will lose!!!

H. Revelation 17:15-18 Then he said to me, "The waters which you saw, where the harlot sits, are peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues. 

16 "And the ten horns which you saw on the beast, these will hate the harlot, make her desolate and naked, eat her flesh and burn her with fire. 

17 "For God has put it into their hearts to fulfill His purpose, to be of one mind, and to give their kingdom to the beast, until the words of God are fulfilled. 

18 "And the woman whom you saw is that great city which reigns over the kings of the earth." (NKJV)

1. The spiritually adulterous system will have the support of most of the world! FOR A WHILE!!

a) You see there will be a truce in Jerusalem, and the Temple will be rebuilt!

b) The spiritual harlotry will be world-wide!

2. But, eventually the10 nations will abolish all forms of worship except the worship of the beast!!

a) They will think that this as all their own idea, but all the while the Lord is using their decisions to fulfill His own purposes for His people and kingdom!

b) In other words, "He is even using satan against himself, to accomplish Godly purposes!
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Revelation 18
Babylon Has Fallen

Psalm 13:2 . . .How long will my enemy be exalted over me? (NKJV) Psalm 35:17 Lord, how long will You look on?. . . (NKJV) Psalm 74:10 O God, how long will the adversary reproach? Will the enemy blaspheme Your name forever? (NKJV) Revelation 6:9-11 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?" 11Then a white robe was given to each of them; and it was said to them that they should rest a little while longer, . . . . (NKJV)

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Our last study was about "BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS. Revelation 17:5
1. The "religious " side of Babylon!

2. We saw this seductive mistress lure the world down a path of spiritual infidelity.

a) She allowed a "melting pot" of religious philosophies- as long as nobody worshipped the One and only True Lord and Savior.

b) But, as soon as the power behind her saw the majority of the world in her power, they did away with her and commanded that everyone worship the beast at the penalty of death!

B. Now, this morning, we will study the second personality of Babylon, the commercial Babylon!:

1. The part of the ant-Christian system that gives politics its power = MONEY!

Matthew 6:24 No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. (NKJV)

II. Revelation 18:1-2 AFTER THESE THINGS I SAW ANOTHER ANGEL COMING DOWN FROM HEAVEN, HAVING GREAT AUTHORITY, AND THE EARTH WAS ILLUMINATED WITH HIS GLORY. 

2AND HE CRIED MIGHTILY WITH A LOUD VOICE, SAYING, "BABYLON THE GREAT IS FALLEN, IS FALLEN, AND HAS BECOME A DWELLING PLACE OF DEMONS, A PRISON FOR EVERY FOUL SPIRIT, AND A CAGE FOR EVERY UNCLEAN AND HATED BIRD! (NKJV)

A. John sees yet another angel with tremendous power and glory so intense as to light up the entire earth.

1. Remember the city of Babylon was immersed in a cloud of darkness under the judgment of the5th bowl.

a) But this illumination is more to expose the sin rather than to give them light.

b) And as we said, this announcement is for the final fall of the political Babylon!

2. The picture here is pretty gruesome.

a) You see, satan's capitol city of Babylon, will be the welling place of not just many demon possessed leaders, these demons will be demon "masters", high up in the chain of command of satan's armies.

b) They will inhabit the bodies of those human beings that willfully worship the beast.

c) It will be a virtual "who's who" of that age old army that was kicked out of heaven with lucifer!

III. Revelation 18:3 "FOR ALL THE NATIONS HAVE DRUNK OF THE WINE OF THE WRATH OF HER FORNICATION, THE KINGS OF THE EARTH HAVE COMMITTED FORNICATION WITH HER, AND THE MERCHANTS OF THE EARTH HAVE BECOME RICH THROUGH THE ABUNDANCE OF HER LUXURY." (NKJV)

A. "ALL" is pretty inclusive!

1. Every nation and all the leaders of those nations, will have by this time, committed spiritual adultery with the harlot.

2. Merchants here represent the "movers and the shakers"of our economic system, the buyers and the sellers!

a) Babylon will be the "Wall Street" of the future!

b) Millions will flock there to become rich!

c) The Greek word used here for "abundance" is dunamis which is "dynamite" or power!

(1) There is tremendous power in wealth!

(2) And in most cases, the rich control the politicians who in turn protect their interests.

(a) James 5:1-3 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries that are coming upon you! 

2Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten. 

3Your gold and silver are corroded, and their corrosion will be a witness against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have heaped up treasure in the last days. (NKJV)

IV. Revelation 18:4-5 AND I HEARD ANOTHER VOICE FROM HEAVEN SAYING, "COME OUT OF HER, MY PEOPLE, LEST YOU SHARE IN HER SINS, AND LEST YOU RECEIVE OF HER PLAGUES. 

5 "FOR HER SINS HAVE REACHED TO HEAVEN, AND GOD HAS REMEMBERED HER INIQUITIES. (NKJV)

A. I don't know about you, but the first question I have Isaiah , "what are God's people doing in Babylon in the first place?

1. Well the Lord has been declaring the same message for centuries, 2 Corinthians 6:14-17 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? 

15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? 

16 And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their God, And they shall be My people." 

17 Therefore "Come out from among them And be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you." (NKJV)

2. The desire for greater salaries, and the prestige of position will attract many!

3. Many of the "modern thought" Christians will be thrilled to be a part of this new, dynamic, thriving metropolis.

4. Most will no doubt rationalize there presence in the enemy's camp as an opportunity to "witness" to these poor lost souls!

a) But, the reality is this is just a cover-up for greed and covetousness.

b) The Lord has never told us to "be like the world" to win them. He has always to us to "come out and be separate!"

(1) The Lord in His mercy gives one more warning, "Come out of her for I am about to judge her."
(2) Her sins have reached heaven, her judgment is now!

(a) Could it be that perhaps this morning, the Lord is crying, "Come out!" to some of us?

V. Revelation 18:6-8 "RENDER TO HER JUST AS SHE RENDERED TO YOU, AND REPAY HER DOUBLE ACCORDING TO HER WORKS IN THE CUP WHICH SHE HAS MIXED, MIX DOUBLE FOR HER. 

7 "IN THE MEASURE THAT SHE GLORIFIED HERSELF AND LIVED LUXURIOUSLY, IN THE SAME MEASURE GIVE HER TORMENT AND SORROW FOR SHE SAYS IN HER HEART, "I SIT AS QUEEN, AND AM NO WIDOW, AND WILL NOT SEE SORROW." 

8 "THEREFORE HER PLAGUES WILL COME IN ONE DAY-- DEATH AND MOURNING AND FAMINE. AND SHE WILL BE UTTERLY BURNED WITH FIRE, FOR STRONG IS THE LORD GOD WHO JUDGES HER. (NKJV)

A. In all her pomp and glory she will go down doubly hard!

1. She tried with all the power that could be generated to shield and insulate herself from any discomfort, but it didn't work!

2. It seemed almost overnight that Babylon had risen as the commercial capital of the world.

a) But, the entire city will be consumed with fire in one day!

b) The last phrase, "for strong is the Lord who judges her", gives indication that this is no ordinary fire!

(1) No doubt, Babylon will be fire-proofed, by human standards!

(a) Maybe this is a result of nuclear missiles stored in the city.

(2) But maybe this fire is not started by human hands at all!

VI. Revelation 18:9-10 THE KINGS OF THE EARTH WHO COMMITTED FORNICATION AND LIVED LUXURIOUSLY WITH HER WILL WEEP AND LAMENT FOR HER, WHEN THEY SEE THE SMOKE OF HER BURNING, 

10 "STANDING AT A DISTANCE FOR FEAR OF HER TORMENT, SAYING, "ALAS, ALAS, THAT GREAT CITY BABYLON, THAT MIGHTY CITY! FOR IN ONE HOUR YOUR JUDGMENT HAS COME." (NKJV)

A. The world will witness (see) the burning, no doubt via satellite.

1. The weeping and lamenting sadly are not out of repentance, but economically motivated!

2. The "movers and the shakers" have lost there source of income!

3. Notice they do all this at a distance, because they don't want any of what Babylon is getting! But as Dr. Henry Morris says, "Judgment is coming, and they must face the judge."
VII. Revelation 18:11-13 "AND THE MERCHANTS OF THE EARTH WILL WEEP AND MOURN OVER HER, FOR NO ONE BUYS THEIR MERCHANDISE ANYMORE: 

12 "MERCHANDISE OF GOLD AND SILVER, PRECIOUS STONES AND PEARLS, FINE LINEN AND PURPLE, SILK AND SCARLET, EVERY KIND OF CITRON WOOD, EVERY KIND OF OBJECT OF IVORY, EVERY KIND OF OBJECT OF MOST PRECIOUS WOOD, BRONZE, IRON, AND MARBLE 

13 "AND CINNAMON AND INCENSE, FRAGRANT OIL AND FRANKINCENSE, WINE AND OIL, FINE FLOUR AND WHEAT, CATTLE AND SHEEP, HORSES AND CHARIOTS, AND BODIES AND SOULS OF MEN. (NKJV)

A. Paul told us in 1 Timothy 6:10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. (NKJV)

1. 1 Timothy 6:9 . . . .those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. (NKJV)

a) The great stock market crash won't hold a candle!

B. There are28 commodities listed here:

1. The first are the great items of timeless value such as gold, silver, diamonds, and other jewels.

a) The basis of almost all economic systems!

2. Next, 4kinds of cloth are listed.

a) Representative of all the commerce of clothing done around the world!

3. Third, six of the most sought after materials in world.

a) These are representative of all the building and furnishings, and weapons, and instruments, and appliances, tools and machinery!

4. Next are the luxury items:

a) spices, and perfumes etc.

5. Then to the food groups:

a) Oil, wine, flour and wheat, beasts and sheep.

6. On to labor and transportation:

a) Horses, and chariots, (cars)

7. And lastly the "body and souls of men":

a) The Greek word for slave. is soma meaning body!

b) This is most likely a reference to male and female prostitution that was prolific in Babylon. And brought great riches to those who traded in this business.

(1) After all Babylon is the "mother of prostitution" = harlots!

(2) It is interesting to note that there are28 categories listed

(a) in the number of completion in scriptures.

(b) And4is the number of the whole expanse of the earth such as (North, South, East, and West).

(c) 4x7=28 This list is more than coincidence. It is to symbolize all the world's treasures! All that men and women live and die for!

VIII. Revelation 18:14-19 "THE FRUIT THAT YOUR SOUL LONGED FOR HAS GONE FROM YOU, AND ALL THE THINGS WHICH ARE RICH AND SPLENDID HAVE GONE FROM YOU, AND YOU SHALL FIND THEM NO MORE AT ALL. 

15 "THE MERCHANTS OF THESE THINGS, WHO BECAME RICH BY HER, WILL STAND AT A DISTANCE FOR FEAR OF HER TORMENT, WEEPING AND WAILING, 

16 "AND SAYING, "ALAS, ALAS, THAT GREAT CITY THAT WAS CLOTHED IN FINE LINEN, PURPLE, AND SCARLET, AND ADORNED WITH GOLD AND PRECIOUS STONES AND PEARLS! 

17 "FOR IN ONE HOUR SUCH GREAT RICHES CAME TO NOTHING." EVERY SHIPMASTER, ALL WHO TRAVEL BY SHIP, SAILORS, AND AS MANY AS TRADE ON THE SEA, STOOD AT A DISTANCE 

18 "AND CRIED OUT WHEN THEY SAW THE SMOKE OF HER BURNING, SAYING, "WHAT IS LIKE THIS GREAT CITY?" 

19 "THEY THREW DUST ON THEIR HEADS AND CRIED OUT, WEEPING AND WAILING, AND SAYING, "ALAS, ALAS, THAT GREAT CITY, IN WHICH ALL WHO HAD SHIPS ON THE SEA BECAME RICH BY HER WEALTH! FOR IN ONE HOUR SHE IS MADE DESOLATE." (NKJV)

A. It is not just all who made their living off the land but all those merchants of the sea also that grieve at the destruction of this great commercial Babylon!

1. None could believe she was gone!

2. Their remorse is tremendous, but it is not for their spiritual condition!

3. You see they have long since quit listening their conscience (because it got in the way of their pursuits) and it had been seared as by a hot iron 1 Timothy 4:2 speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron, (NKJV)

4. They had repeatedly refused the convicting power of the Holy Spirit and found that there came a day when He quit striving with them. They had lost even the desire or ability to do righteousness!

a) Zephaniah 1:18 Neither their silver nor their gold Shall be able to deliver them In the day of the LORD"s wrath; But the whole land shall be devoured By the fire of His jealousy, For He will make speedy riddance Of all those who dwell in the land. (NKJV)

IX. Revelation 18:20 "REJOICE OVER HER, O HEAVEN, AND YOU HOLY APOSTLES AND PROPHETS, FOR GOD HAS AVENGED YOU ON HER!" (NKJV)

A. Again the Lord pauses to give his people hope and remind them of His promises.

1. In this case it is the Apostles and Prophets, who gave their life in the battle with this harlot and her system!

2. Basically HE is saying, "I haven't forgotten your pain and prayers. This is my timing, and this is the answer to all those prayers!"
a) Then He finishes it up!

X. Revelation 18:21-24 THEN A MIGHTY ANGEL TOOK UP A STONE LIKE A GREAT MILLSTONE AND THREW IT INTO THE SEA, SAYING, "THUS WITH VIOLENCE THE GREAT CITY BABYLON SHALL BE THROWN DOWN, AND SHALL NOT BE FOUND ANYMORE. 

22 "THE SOUND OF HARPISTS, MUSICIANS, FLUTISTS, AND TRUMPETERS SHALL NOT BE HEARD IN YOU ANYMORE. NO CRAFTSMAN OF ANY CRAFT SHALL BE FOUND IN YOU ANYMORE, AND THE SOUND OF A MILLSTONE SHALL NOT BE HEARD IN YOU ANYMORE. 

23 "THE LIGHT OF A LAMP SHALL NOT SHINE IN YOU ANYMORE, AND THE VOICE OF BRIDEGROOM AND BRIDE SHALL NOT BE HEARD IN YOU ANYMORE. FOR YOUR MERCHANTS WERE THE GREAT MEN OF THE EARTH, FOR BY YOUR SORCERY ALL THE NATIONS WERE DECEIVED. 

24 "AND IN HER WAS FOUND THE BLOOD OF PROPHETS AND SAINTS, AND OF ALL WHO WERE SLAIN ON THE EARTH." (NKJV)

A. The figure of a millstone being cast into the sea has been used before!

1. Matthew 18:6 But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea. (NKJV)

2. The Babylonian system (since time began) had caused millions to offend the Lord and miss their opportunity for Heaven!

3. For that, "with violence", she will be utterly destroyed!

a) All the things that once made her beautiful will be completely destroyed.

(1) The musicians, the great builders, even the sound of commerce.

(2) No joy that weddings bring. There will not even be a trace of light in the city!

(3) She is held accountable not only for all the Apostles, and the Prophets, and all the saints that were killed because of her, but also for every human life that must be judged and killed because of their participation with her!

(4) And you and I know that the fuel behind "HER" is satan!

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-10 

John Brown

Revelation 19:1-10
The King of Kings

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Last week we studied about commercial Babylon in chapter18!

1. Commercial Babylon being that part of the ant-Christian system that gives politics its power = MONEY!

a) We saw satan's capitol city of Babylon, as the dwelling place of not just many demon possessed leaders, but demon "masters", high up in the chain of command of satan's armies.

(1) Those spoken about in Ephesians 6:12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. (NKJV)

b) We saw the "buyers and sellers" in great despair as the Lord destroyed Babylon forever!

(1) But, it was not true repentance but grief over the loss of money and power.

c) We saw an end to spiritual Babylon in chapter17 and an end to commercial Babylon in chapter18.

(1) We must keep in mind that the main power behind Babylon, GOT OUT!

(a) The dragon and the beast and the false prophet are en route to the great battle of Armageddon!

(2) Now we move into what is probably the most beautiful part of the Revelation.

(a) Seeing Jesus return as KING OF KINGS and LORD OF LORDS!

II. Revelation 19:1-3 AFTER THESE THINGS I HEARD A LOUD VOICE OF A GREAT MULTITUDE IN HEAVEN, SAYING, "ALLELUIA! SALVATION AND GLORY AND HONOR AND POWER BELONG TO THE LORD OUR GOD! 

2 "FOR TRUE AND RIGHTEOUS ARE HIS JUDGMENTS, BECAUSE HE HAS JUDGED THE GREAT HARLOT WHO CORRUPTED THE EARTH WITH HER FORNICATION AND HE HAS AVENGED ON HER THE BLOOD OF HIS SERVANTS SHED BY HER." 

3AGAIN THEY SAID, "ALLELUIA! HER SMOKE RISES UP FOREVER AND EVER!" (NKJV)

A. Verse1contains the famous HALLELUJAH CHORUS!

1. As the "great multitude" in heaven break out in praise to the Lord!

2. The word hallelujah is a combination of hallal = "praise", and yah = short for "Jehovah".

a) So the meaning is actually "praise ye the Lord".

B. In the New Testament, it occurs only in this chapter and is used4times in verses1through6!!!

1. The saints have already praised Him for creation (in Revelation 4:11, and for redemption (in Revelation 5:12; Revelation 5:13).

2. Now they praise Him for salvation, and ascribe glory and honor, and power to His name!

a) You see, He has destroyed Babylon!

(1) An answer to thousands if not millions of prayers over centuries of time!!!

3. Once again the Lord's judgments are proclaimed as "true and righteous".

a) Unnumbered millions will be destined to the lake of fire because of the spiritual seductions of Babylon!

b) A second Hallelujah is proclaimed, "Praise be to God" for his justice against Babylon!

(1) And John makes a point to let us know that the smoky smell of her judgment will be an eternal reminder that God is just!

III. Revelation 19:4 AND THE TWENTY-FOUR ELDERS AND THE FOUR LIVING CREATURES FELL DOWN AND WORSHIPED GOD WHO SAT ON THE THRONE, SAYING, "AMEN! ALLELUIA!" (NKJV)

A. As we have said in the past, the24Elders represent all the redeemed saints and the4cherubim represent all the angels.

1. This is a picture of all the HOST OF HEAVEN worshipping the Lord!

2. The word worship is proskuneo and it means to kiss the hand of the Lord!

a) In the East (still today in some countries), people will bow down in front of royalty and kiss their hand (or place it on their forehead) as a sign of loyal subjection!

b) Worship is simply "bowing down to the will of God".

(1) That is very difficult to do sometimes, when His will is different that what we want!

(2) But, true worship is "bowing down" in obedient faith, even when we don't understand. When times are the darkest!

(3) As Dr. Henry Morris puts it, "The will of God may be difficult, but the will of God is best."
c) Notice what all of heaven is saying, "Amen; Hallelujah."
(1) Which translates, "So be it- praise the Lord!"
(2) This reminds me of another, and what was probably the greatest example of worship that we have ever seen!

(a) It was in the Garden when Jesus faced His darkest hour as a man yet He said, "Father, not my will, but thine be done!"
(b) He "bowed own" to the will of His father.

IV. Revelation 19:5-7 THEN A VOICE CAME FROM THE THRONE, SAYING, "PRAISE OUR GOD, ALL YOU HIS SERVANTS AND THOSE WHO FEAR HIM, BOTH SMALL AND GREAT!" 

6 AND I HEARD, AS IT WERE, THE VOICE OF A GREAT MULTITUDE, AS THE SOUND OF MANY WATERS AND AS THE SOUND OF MIGHTY THUNDERINGS, SAYING, "ALLELUIA! FOR THE LORD GOD OMNIPOTENT REIGNS! 

7 "LET US BE GLAD AND REJOICE AND GIVE HIM GLORY, FOR THE MARRIAGE OF THE LAMB HAS COME, AND HIS WIFE HAS MADE HERSELF READY." (NKJV)

A. Since this voice comes from the throne where the Lord is seated, it is most likely the Jesus Himself.

1. Just as he gave His Father praise in His darkest hour, here we see Him as the greatest worship leader of all time!

2. Leading the largest congregation since time began "the voice of a great multitude, the voice of many waters, the voice of mighty thunderings" closing with the4th and final hallelujah of the New Testament and extolling His power!

a) It is a time of great rejoicing because the time of the Lord's marriage to the church has come! THE APEX OF ALL SCRIPTURE! What all eternity has waited for!

B. THE BRIDE IS FINALLY READY!

1. The portrait of this heavenly "marriage" has been painted throughout man's history and throughout God's word.

a) Genesis 2:24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. (NKJV)

b) Ephesians 5:25-27 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 

26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 

27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. (NKJV)

c) Ephesians 5:30-32 For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. 

31 "For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh." 

32This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church. (NKJV)

(1) The Lord has always wanted to be married to one,(monogamy- and the church is referred to in the feminine- not Adam and Steve)

(a) And the Lord has always wanted to have that "one" be faithful to Him, but that has not always been the case!

(2) Hosea 2:7 tells us about God's people Israel and their unfaithfulness, She will chase her lovers, But not overtake them; Yes, she will seek them, but not find them. Then she will say, "I will go and return to my first husband, For then it was better for me than now." (NKJV)

(3) It hasn't been just Israel!, many of us have at one time in our lives been unfaithful to the Lord!

(a) It's kinda like the story of Ray Helminiak who in lousy spring weather, would switched from country lanes to shopping malls for his daily stroll. There the weather was always under control, and was great for people watching. "One day, I noticed a senior citizen couple strolling along, holding hands," Ray said. The next day, I saw the same couple, and this time they were not only holding hands, the man had a firm grip on his wife"s elbow. When he got home, Ray thought to himself how grand their relationship must be, even after so many years together, raising a family and how they are now slowing down to take life a little easier. "Would you believe I saw them again the next time I was at the mall?" Ray said. "Now they were not only holding hands, the husband had his arm around his wife"s waist." Ray said he couldn"t resist the urge to talk to them. "I hope you don"t think me too forward," Ray said, "but I just want you to know how happy it makes me, and I"m sure many others, to see this display of affection among older married folks." The man looked Ray right in the eye and said, " Song of Solomon , if I let go of her one darn second, she"ll start shopping,"

(4) Many have worshipped other Gods including ourselves!

(5) But, when repentance comes, the Lord is quick to forgive!

V. Revelation 19:8-9 AND TO HER IT WAS GRANTED TO BE ARRAYED IN FINE LINEN, CLEAN AND BRIGHT, FOR THE FINE LINEN IS THE RIGHTEOUS ACTS OF THE SAINTS. 

9 THEN HE SAID TO ME, "WRITE: "BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO ARE CALLED TO THE MARRIAGE SUPPER OF THE LAMB!" " AND HE SAID TO ME, "THESE ARE THE TRUE SAYINGS OF GOD." (NKJV)

A. The Bride's old garments were the "filthy rags" of self righteousness, idol worship, and spiritual adultery!

1. The beautiful part is that she knows and has accepted her hopeless condition!

2. She has also accepted the forgiveness of her faithful husband, the Lord!

a) Isaiah 61:10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, My soul shall be joyful in my God; For He has clothed me with the garments of salvation, He has covered me with the robe of righteousness, As a bridegroom decks himself with ornaments, And as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. (NKJV)

b) The Bride has become "righteous" simply by realizing her lost condition, and accepting the Lord's forgiveness!

c) The Lord tells John to remind everyone by his writings, that Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb.

d) Who has been "called" to this "marriage supper"?

(1) Matthew 22:1-6 gives a little insight as to who this group. And Jesus answered and spoke to them again by parables and said: 

2 "The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who arranged a marriage for his Song of Solomon , 

3 "and sent out his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding; and they were not willing to come. 

4 "Again, he sent out other servants, saying, "Tell those who are invited, "See, I have prepared my dinner; my oxen and fatted cattle are killed, and all things are ready. Come to the wedding." " 

5 "But they made light of it and went their ways, one to his own farm, another to his business. 

6 "And the rest seized his servants, treated them spitefully, and killed them.

(a) You see, Jesus has invited everyone to accept His forgiveness and to be clothed with the wedding garments of righteousness, but not everyone will accept!

(i) As in the parable, there are always a million excuses.

e) There is yet another parable that speaks of another group that misses the wedding!

(1) Matthew 25:1-12 "Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 

2 "Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 

3 "Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them, 

4 "but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 

5 "But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept. 

6 "And at midnight a cry was heard: "Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!" 

7 "Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps. 

8 "And the foolish said to the wise, "Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out." 

9 "But the wise answered, saying, "No, lest there should not be enough for us and you; but go rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves." 

10 "And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut. 

11 "Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, "Lord, Lord, open to us!" 

12 "But he answered and said, "Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you." (NKJV)

(a) The first group of people we excluded from the wedding by their own choice!

(b) In the second parable1/2of the people were excluded by their own negligence!

(i) Notice they were anticipating the bridegroom, but were gone when he arrived!

(ii) Could it be that this group represents all those who call themselves "Christians" and maybe even attend church thinking they are saved and safe, but in reality they have never placed a "saving" faith in the Lord!

(iii) Secure in their "religion", but in reality very, very lost!

(iv) Matthew 7:22-23 "Many will say to Me in that day, "Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?" 

23 "And then I will declare to them, "I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!" (NKJV)

(2)Notice, that the Bridegroom furnishes the only garment that is acceptable at this wedding! Matthew 22:11-13 "But when the king came in to see the guests, he saw a man there who did not have on a wedding garment. 

12 "So he said to him, "Friend, how did you come in here without a wedding garment?" And he was speechless. 

13 "Then the king said to the servants, "Bind him hand and foot, take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth"

(3) If Jesus is not Lord of all He is not Lord at all!!

VI. Revelation 19:10 AND I FELL AT HIS FEET TO WORSHIP HIM. BUT HE SAID TO ME, "SEE THAT YOU DO NOT DO THAT! I AM YOUR FELLOW SERVANT, AND OF YOUR BRETHREN WHO HAVE THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS. WORSHIP GOD! FOR THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS IS THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY." (NKJV)

A. The Lord and the Lord alone is to be worshipped!

1. Not our denomination, not our churches, not our leaders, just Jesus!

a) If our denomination, or our church, or for that matter our leaders get in the way of that precious relationship, it is time for a change!

b) Maybe it is to this group of people, who let "things" become more important that the Lord, that He will say, "I never knew you; depart from Me,"

(Written by a pastor whose wife has Alzheimer"s) The seminary board arranged for a companion to stay in our home so I could go daily to the office. During those two years it became increasingly difficult to keep Muriel at home. As soon as I left, she would take out after me. With me, she was content; without me, she was distressed, sometimes terror-stricken. The walk to the office is a mile round trip. She would make that trip as many as ten times a day. Sometimes at night, when I helped her undress, I found bloody feet. When I told our family doctor, he choked upand said, "I have never seen such love".
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Revelation 19:11-21
The King of Kings Part2

When Pastor Melvin Wheatly was in his first church just out of seminary he wanted his first sermon to make a real impact on the new congregation. He preached what he thought was the best sermon on suffering and its meaning. At the door after the service one little lady, who always had a compliment for the preacher, said, "Oh, Pastor Wheatly I never knew what it really meant to suffer until I heard you preach." -- Todd Dyess, Spearman, TX

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Last week we studied the famous HALLELUJAH CHORUS!

1. As the "great multitude" in heaven broke out in praise to the Lord!

2. And we discovered that the word hallelujah actually means "praise ye the Lord".

a) A combination of hallal = "praise", and yah = short for "Jehovah".

b) The saints are overwhelmed with worship as the Lord clothes them in the pure white robes and readies them for the "marriage supper of the Lamb"!

(1) That complete and final restoration of God's people to Himself!

(2) But the "supper" must be held on the earth and the earth is still in bondage to the "kings of the earth"!

(a) Which are in turn: in bondage to the beast, the dragon, and the false prophet!

(b) These as well as a multitude of human armies are gathered in a place called Armageddon, under the power of their commander and chief (satan) readied for the final war with the Lord!

(3) Let's take a look at this morning's study!

II. Revelation 19:11-16 NOW I SAW HEAVEN OPENED, AND BEHOLD, A WHITE HORSE. AND HE WHO SAT ON HIM WAS CALLED FAITHFUL AND TRUE, AND IN RIGHTEOUSNESS HE JUDGES AND MAKES WAR. 

12HIS EYES WERE LIKE A FLAME OF FIRE, AND ON HIS HEAD WERE MANY CROWNS. HE HAD A NAME WRITTEN THAT NO ONE KNEW EXCEPT HIMSELF. 

13HE WAS CLOTHED WITH A ROBE DIPPED IN BLOOD, AND HIS NAME IS CALLED THE WORD OF GOD. 

14AND THE ARMIES IN HEAVEN, CLOTHED IN FINE LINEN, WHITE AND CLEAN, FOLLOWED HIM ON WHITE HORSES. 

15 NOW OUT OF HIS MOUTH GOES A SHARP SWORD, THAT WITH IT HE SHOULD STRIKE THE NATIONS. AND HE HIMSELF WILL RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON. HE HIMSELF TREADS THE WINEPRESS OF THE FIERCENESS AND WRATH OF ALMIGHTY GOD. 

16 AND HE HAS ON HIS ROBE AND ON HIS THIGH A NAME WRITTEN: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. (NKJV)

A. John had seen this white horse and its rider before in Revelation 6:2 And I looked, and behold, a white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer. (NKJV)

1. In this earlier verse, (or vision as it were for John), the rider's identity was not given, but here he is identified as the Faithful and True One.

a) Now, we know that even by human standards, there is only one who is Faithful and True, JESUS CHRIST!

2. Notice in verse1that He returns as Judge and Warrior!

a) As Judges , he must and has pronounced a sentence against all who have oppose His Truth.

b) And as Warrior, HE will carry out the sentence of judgment!

(1) 12His eyes were like a flame of fire: Just as fire is a great purifier, sometimes leveling entire cities in its path, so are the Lord's eyes!

(a) Nothing that needs to be judged and purged will escape His "FAITHFUL" eyes!

(b) Proverbs 15:3 The eyes of the LORD are in every place, Keeping watch on the evil and the good. (NKJV)

3. On His head were many crowns, but these are not the same "crowns" mentioned in chapter Revelation 4:10 the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, . . . (NKJV)

a) They are also not the crown mentioned in Revelation 6:2 And I looked, and behold, a white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer. (NKJV)

b) You see, in the two verses I have just mentioned, the Greek word stephanos is used and it means the crown given to the winners in the Olympic games, usually a woven wreath given to the winner.

c) But here in chapter19 the word diadema is used which has a much different meaning:

(1) A diadem, was a blue band marked with white which Persian kings used to bind on the turban or tiara; their kingly crown!

(2) You see He is not only returning victorious, He is also returning as KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS! vrs16

(a) He is the King of all creation, but satan has been known as the god of this earth for a long time.

(i) 2 Corinthians 4:3-4 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 

4In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. (KJV)

(b) Now the Lord comes to regain what is His rightfully His!!

(3) Evidently Johns sees on this "diadem" a name written that no one could understand but the Lord Himself!

4. He is wearing a "robe dipped in blood."
a) This time it is symbolic of the slaughter that will take place in this final battle.

(1) Isaiah 63:1-3 Who is this who comes from Edom, With dyed garments from Bozrah, This One who is glorious in His apparel, Traveling in the greatness of His strength? -- "I who speak in righteousness, mighty to save." 

2Why is Your apparel red, And Your garments like one who treads in the winepress? 

3 "I have trodden the winepress alone, And from the peoples no one was with Me. For I have trodden them in My anger, And trampled them in My fury; Their blood is sprinkled upon My garments, And I have stained all My robes. (NKJV)

5. This mighty conqueror is none other that the "Word of God!

a) It is the same "Word" that John speaks of in John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. (NKJV)

b) It is Jesus, the LOGOS or expression of God!

6. He is not alone!

a) A clean, spotless, spiritual "Cavalry" is under His command.

(1) Picture the sight. The Lord leading the way crowned in majesty, riding upon a white stallion with a robe dipped in blood!

(2) Following right behind are millions of saints all dressed in white, and also riding upon white stallions, ready for battle.

7. In the Lord's mouth is a long "saber" or sword.

a) Could it be that His primary offensive weapon is His testimony Hebrews 4:12-13 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

13And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account. (NKJV)

b) During the millennium, the Lord will rule these Gentile nations with an "iron fist" so to speak. He will demand absolute obedience!

c) He has no need for a sword on His hip as did the warrior of John's day, since His weapon is in His mouth!

(1) Another indication that this is an unconventional battle! 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. 

4For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 

5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, . . . (NKJV)

(2) Even in our own walk, it is the testimony of God's grace that is our greatest "weapon" -

(3)

Jim had recently purchased a lumberyard. Though he enjoyed being his own boss, he was looking forward to catching up on all the book work. He intensely disliked working on Sundays, but that was where he was headed. If I ever get my books in order maybe I"ll be able to spend more time "loving as Christ loves" like the pastor challenged us today. Jim thought as he drove. When Jim arrived at the yard, he parked across the street from the front door. As he headed towards the front door of the office building, a flurry of activity caught his attention. Two young men were busying themselves loading lumber into a truck. As you have guessed the yard was not open on Sunday! Jim turned and rushed to his car. Fumbling with his keys he struggled to unlock and get in his car. When he finally got the auto started, Jim stopped. He bowed his head and prayed, "Lord, what would you have me do that these two men might know your love?" In the quiet, Jim heard God"s answer. Shutting off the car engine, Jim headed back towards the lumberyard and the two hard working thieves. As he approached, Jim let out a hearty, "Howdy!" The men were aghast and attempted to stammer out a reply, but no words came. "Could I lend you guys a hand?" Jim asked. "I guess Song of Solomon ," one weakly replied. At that the three men returned to the task of loading the truck with lumber. When the task was almost complete, Jim asked the men, "Would you guys like a cold drink?" "Sure, but where are you going to get it--break in next door? Nothing"s open." "I think I know where I can get some cokes; I"ll be right back." Jim went to the side of the building and let himself in. On his return the three workers stopped long enough to quickly down the sodas. One of the young men then announced, "You are the best thief we"ve ever seen!" "I"m not a thief," Jim countered. "Sure you"re not; you think we own this place!" "No, you don"t own it; I do!" After a time of silent disbelief, Jim told the men, "Look if you need this lumber, I want you to take it. All I ask is that you take this card with you. It has an address on the back. I meet with several men every Tuesday night to study the Bible there. You take this lumber as a gift and if you would like to come, join us some Tuesday." The men were soon gone and Jim was sure he would never see them again. To his surprise, however, they did attend a Bible study within the month and both accepted Christ as Savior and Lord- Bill J. Cox, Peculiar, MO.

d) And John notices His name written on the robe as well as His thigh, KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS!

(1) The rightful heir of all things!!

III. Revelation 19:17-18 THEN I SAW AN ANGEL STANDING IN THE SUN AND HE CRIED WITH A LOUD VOICE, SAYING TO ALL THE BIRDS THAT FLY IN THE MIDST OF HEAVEN, "COME AND GATHER TOGETHER FOR THE SUPPER OF THE GREAT GOD, 

18 "THAT YOU MAY EAT THE FLESH OF KINGS, THE FLESH OF CAPTAINS, THE FLESH OF MIGHTY MEN, THE FLESH OF HORSES AND OF THOSE WHO SIT ON THEM, AND THE FLESH OF ALL PEOPLE, FREE AND SLAVE, BOTH SMALL AND GREAT." (NKJV)

A. There has already been issued an invitation to the "marriage supper of the Lamb"
1. Now an invitation to quite a different supper is given!

2. The special guests to the marriage supper are the redeemed saints.

3. To this "supper" is invited the flesh eating birds of prey from all over the world!

a) Their main course will be the flesh and blood of the victims of Armageddon (men and beast)!

b) Matthew 24:28 tell us that ". . . wherever the carcass Isaiah , there the eagles will be gathered together. (NKJV)

c) Ezekiel 39:17-20 And as for you, son of Prayer of Manasseh , thus says the Lord GOD, "Speak to every sort of bird and to every beast of the field: "Assemble yourselves and come; Gather together from all sides to My sacrificial meal Which I am sacrificing for you, A great sacrificial meal on the mountains of Israel, That you may eat flesh and drink blood. 

18 You shall eat the flesh of the mighty, Drink the blood of the princes of the earth, Of rams and lambs, Of goats and bulls, All of them fatlings of Bashan. 

19 You shall eat fat till you are full, And drink blood till you are drunk, At My sacrificial meal Which I am sacrificing for you. 

20 You shall be filled at My table With horses and riders, With mighty men And with all the men of war," says the Lord GOD. (NKJV)

(1) Some commentators feel that this is the aftermath of two different battles since this one in Ezekiel is "on the mountains of Israel" while the carnage at Armageddon is in the "valley of Jehosaphat".

(2) That may be, but for our purposes this morning, the illustration is the same!

(a) The Lord is going to supply a great feast of human flesh for the birds of the air!

(b) Whether the stories are true or not, I don't know, but they have been circulating and even published that there has been a tremendous increase in the population of "birds of prey" in the middle east!

IV. Revelation 19:19-21 AND I SAW THE BEAST, THE KINGS OF THE EARTH, AND THEIR ARMIES, GATHERED TOGETHER TO MAKE WAR AGAINST HIM WHO SAT ON THE HORSE AND AGAINST HIS ARMY. 

20 THEN THE BEAST WAS CAPTURED, AND WITH HIM THE FALSE PROPHET WHO WORKED SIGNS IN HIS PRESENCE, BY WHICH HE DECEIVED THOSE WHO RECEIVED THE MARK OF THE BEAST AND THOSE WHO WORSHIPED HIS IMAGE. THESE TWO WERE CAST ALIVE INTO THE LAKE OF FIRE BURNING WITH BRIMSTONE. 

21AND THE REST WERE KILLED WITH THE SWORD WHICH PROCEEDED FROM THE MOUTH OF HIM WHO SAT ON THE HORSE. AND ALL THE BIRDS WERE FILLED WITH THEIR FLESH. (NKJV)

A. For the last31/2years the beast has been the "king of the world" so to speak.

1. In one mighty act of God, the beast and the false prophet are captured and forever confined to the "lake of fire"!

a) They are its first occupants. It is only later that the devil and everyone who has rejected Jesus as Lord will join them! ( Revelation 20:10; Revelation 20:15)

2. All the "kings of the earth" somehow had hope that they would defeat the Lord and His redeemed army until now!

a) Now it has become evident that they were lied to by satan, but it is too late!

B. It is interesting to note that this is the first place in scripture that the lake of fire is mentioned (by this name)!

1. It is not the same place as Hades, or Sheol which are often translated as "HELL".

a) You see it is from Hell or Hades that the unsaved dead are resurrected and judged, then cast into the "lake of fire" according to Revelation 20:13-15!

b) This place was never intended for humans but it will be the home of millions forever!

(1) Matthew 25:41 "Then He will also say to those on the left hand, "Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: (NKJV)

(2) It may not have been intended for Prayer of Manasseh , but all those in verse21will be there!

(3) I pray that none here this morning will be!

ZIGGY is sitting in his lawn chair looking at the lawn mower and says: "Never put off until tomorrow what you can avoid entirely."
Robert Rhodes is Director of new Mexico"s Natural History Museum in Albuquerque. And he lost a tooth last week. The tooth was a fossilized mastodon molar--about the size of a telephone receiver. Rhodes put the tooth down by a public phone in Santa Fe when he stopped to make a call, then forgot to take it with him. When he realized he"d left the tooth behind, he went back to get it--but it was gone. This should serve as a reminder that if you don"t take good care of your teeth, you"ll lose them. Take Good care of your faith!!

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-15 

John Brown

Revelation 20
A Thousand Years

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Last week we saw the KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS victorious at the battle of Armageddon!

1. All those that opposed the lord and His saints were killed and a great feast of flesh was provided for the vultures!

2. And the beast and the false prophet were eternally cast into the lake of fire!

3. The war is not over yet!

4. You see, for a1 ,000 years the earth will experience a peace that it has not known since the Garden of Eden!

5. This morning we will be studying chapter20 and what is referred to as "The Millennium"!

a) Before we begin I must explain that there are3major view points regarding the millennium and the interpretation thereof.

(1) Premillennialism = which is a literal approach to the interpretation of these passages.

(a) In other words there will be a personal return of Christ to the earth.

(b) Followed by a literal binding of satan in Hades.

(c) And a literal1 ,000 year reign of Christ with the saints on the earth!

(2) Postmillennialism = which teaches a partially literal approach.

(a) There will be a literal period of Christian righteousness on the earth.

(b) Christ's reign however will not be literal, it will be spiritual through His church, which will of course have been won to HIM through worldwide evangelism and teaching.

(c) And His personal return to the earth will be at the end of the thousand reign, at the establishment of the new heaven and earth!

(3) Amillennialism = which interprets these passages completely spiritual!

(a) In other words, the thousand year reign is actually the Church Age.

(b) Christ's kingdom was actually established with the defeat of Satan at the cross. We are now living in the millennium!

(c) And this point of view holds that Christ's personal return will come at the end of the Church Age for a general judgment!

6. We will, as we have throughout Revelation take the literal interpretation wherever possible in our study this morning, which is the premillennial point of view!

a) I thing as we progress, you will understand why!

II. Revelation 20:1-3 THEN I SAW AN ANGEL COMING DOWN FROM HEAVEN, HAVING THE KEY TO THE BOTTOMLESS PIT AND A GREAT CHAIN IN HIS HAND. 

2HE LAID HOLD OF THE DRAGON, THAT SERPENT OF OLD, WHO IS THE DEVIL AND SATAN, AND BOUND HIM FOR A THOUSAND YEARS 

3AND HE CAST HIM INTO THE BOTTOMLESS PIT, AND SHUT HIM UP, AND SET A SEAL ON HIM, SO THAT HE SHOULD DECEIVE THE NATIONS NO MORE TILL THE THOUSAND YEARS WERE FINISHED. BUT AFTER THESE THINGS HE MUST BE RELEASED FOR A LITTLE WHILE. (NKJV)

A. In the King James the first word in verse1is "and" meaning that this chapter is a continuing record of events.

1. So we can safely say that this1 ,000 year period will immediately follow Armageddon!

B. This angel has the key to the bottomless pit. Christ claimed those keys earlier in Revelation 1:18
1. If it is not Him, it is quite possibly Michael who is known for his special battles with satan in the past

2. Whichever one it Isaiah , notice he has a great chain in his hand.

a) Mark 3:27 "No one can enter a strong man"s house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man. And then he will plunder his house. (NKJV)

b) This chain is not just an iron chain as we know, for it must bind the spirit of satan not the physical!

C. He laid hold of the dragon, old serpent, the devil, satan.

1. Do we need to guess who this is? The "master mind"!

2. This is the first plain reference to the "thousand years"
a) There is nothing in the verse to indicate anything except a literal1 ,000 year period of time!

b) John refers to this period of time as "a thousand years" no less that6 times in verses2-7!

(1) It is as though he doesn't want us to misunderstand what he means!

c) An few important points needs to be made here!

(1) If the millennium corresponds to the Church Age, as is the Amillennial point of view, the1 ,000 year period known as the millennium, is already almost2 ,000 years!

(2) Also, Revelation 20:2-3 tell us that satan is bound . . for a thousand years; and . . cast into the bottomless pit, and shut . . up, and set a seal on him, so that he should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years were finished.

(a) It seems to me that satan has been more active during the last2 ,000 years than is all history, trying to "undo" the work of the cross! 1 Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. (NKJV)

(i) There is no indication by Peter that satan is presently bound and powerless!

(ii) And neither are his "hosts" according to Ephesians 6!

(iii) I don't see how we could be living in the millennium referred to in the Scriptures!

(iv) Which would negate any point of view except the "literal" interpretation of the millemmium!

D. This "bottomless pit" is abussos the Greek word meaning literally "without depth"!

1. If this "pit" is in the middle of the earth as scripture suggests, you couldn't fall in any deeper. And as Dr. Henry Morris says, "every boundary would be a ceiling."

2. The entrance of this place will be "sealed" by the Lord and only the Lord will remove the seal, but not till after the1 ,000 years!

a) You might ask, "Why would the Lord ever let him out?"
b) It seems that those born during the millennium must also have the opportunity of "choice".

c) They too must be tried by satan and sin- and they too must decide for or against Christ!

III. Revelation 20:4-6 AND I SAW THRONES, AND THEY SAT ON THEM, AND JUDGMENT WAS COMMITTED TO THEM. THEN I SAW THE SOULS OF THOSE WHO HAD BEEN BEHEADED FOR THEIR WITNESS TO JESUS AND FOR THE WORD OF GOD, WHO HAD NOT WORSHIPED THE BEAST OR HIS IMAGE, AND HAD NOT RECEIVED HIS MARK ON THEIR FOREHEADS OR ON THEIR HANDS. AND THEY LIVED AND REIGNED WITH CHRIST FOR A THOUSAND YEARS. 

5 BUT THE REST OF THE DEAD DID NOT LIVE AGAIN UNTIL THE THOUSAND YEARS WERE FINISHED. THIS IS THE FIRST RESURRECTION. 

6 BLESSED AND HOLY IS HE WHO HAS PART IN THE FIRST RESURRECTION. OVER SUCH THE SECOND DEATH HAS NO POWER, BUT THEY SHALL BE PRIESTS OF GOD AND OF CHRIST, AND SHALL REIGN WITH HIM A THOUSAND YEARS. (NKJV)

A. Who are these kings that judge? And whom do they judge?

1. Remember the saints all dressed in white wedding robes?

2. Well it seems that these "robes" are the garments of kings and priests also!

a) Revelation 1:6 . . . has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. (NKJV)

3. You see, the saints, during the millennium, will be assigned individual thrones of authority and judgment and co-reign with Christ.

a) There are exceptions!

b) Remember, this is not heaven yet! 1Corinthians tell us that there will be many saved, yet they will lose their reward.

(1) 1 Corinthians 3:13-15 each one"s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one"s work, of what sort it is. 

14If anyone"s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. 

15 If anyone"s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. (NKJV)

c) It seems that realms of authority will be assigned in proportion to our faithfulness here on this earth!

(1) Luke 19:11-20; Luke 19:23-26 Now as they heard these things, He spoke another parable, because He was near Jerusalem and because they thought the kingdom of God would appear immediately. 

12Therefore He said: "A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom and to return. 

13 "So he called ten of his servants, delivered to them ten minas, and said to them, "Do business till I come." 

14 "But his citizens hated him, and sent a delegation after him, saying, "We will not have this man to reign over us." 

15 "And so it was that when he returned, having received the kingdom, he then commanded these servants, to whom he had given the money, to be called to him, that he might know how much every man had gained by trading. 

16 "Then came the first, saying, "Master, your mina has earned ten minas." 

17 "And he said to him, "Well done, good servant; because you were faithful in a very little, have authority over ten cities." 18 "And the second came, saying, "Master, your mina has earned five minas." 

19 "Likewise he said to him, "You also be over five cities." 

20 "Then another came, saying, "Master, here is your mina, which I have kept put away in a handkerchief . . . . 

23 "Why then did you not put my money in the bank, that at my coming I might have collected it with interest?" 

24 "And he said to those who stood by, "Take the mina from him, and give it to him who has ten minas." 

25 ("But they said to him, "Master, he has ten minas.") 

26 "For I say to you, that to everyone who has will be given; and from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him. (NKJV)

(2) We see it again in the parable of the talents Matthew 25:14-30 For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them. 

15 "And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a journey. 

16 "Then he who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and made another five talents. 

17 "And likewise he who had received two gained two more also. 

18 "But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord"s money. 

19 "After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 

20 "So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, "Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides them." 

21 "His lord said to him, "Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord." 

22 "He also who had received two talents came and said, "Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides them." 

23 "His lord said to him, "Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord." 

24 "Then he who had received the one talent came . . .

26 "But his lord answered and said to him, "You wicked and lazy servant, 

27 . . . you ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own with interest. 

28 "Therefore take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents. 

29 "For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away. 

30 "And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth." (NKJV)

(3) Don't focus on the one who didn't do anything with the Lord. The point here is that even with the one's who were considered faithful, there was a "graduated" reward based upon their level of service!

(4) It is imperative that we NOT wait ‘til heaven to serve the Lord! We must do it here, and now!

B. John saw their "souls" here in verse4not their bodies!

1. John also says, "they lived" in verse4!

2. Based upon verse5 which says, ". . .the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years are finished", John must be referring to a "bodily" resurrection!

a) The "souls" of these martyrs' John is referring to had all along been very much alive. Now their bodies will live again! THIS IS THE FIRST RESURRECTION!

b) Notice, these "kings and priests" will not face a second death! vrs6

c) The "rest of the dead" John refers to in verse5 is of course the unsaved men and women who's souls are in Hades!

(1) John's reference to them "living again" would be meaningless if it meant souls, because souls live forever!

(2) After1 ,000 years these unsaved will experience a "bodily" resurrection and face the Lord!

IV. Revelation 20:7-9 NOW WHEN THE THOUSAND YEARS HAVE EXPIRED, SATAN WILL BE RELEASED FROM HIS PRISON 

8 AND WILL GO OUT TO DECEIVE THE NATIONS WHICH ARE IN THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE EARTH, GOG AND MAGOG, TO GATHER THEM TOGETHER TO BATTLE, WHOSE NUMBER IS AS THE SAND OF THE SEA. 

9 THEY WENT UP ON THE BREADTH OF THE EARTH AND SURROUNDED THE CAMP OF THE SAINTS AND THE BELOVED CITY. AND FIRE CAME DOWN FROM GOD OUT OF HEAVEN AND DEVOURED THEM. (NKJV)

A. If this doesn't convince us of man's true nature, nothing will!

1. After1 ,000 years of being in the very presence of the Lord Himself. Experiencing His goodness, His peace, and His prosperity of the earth: there will still be a multitude of men and women on the earth ready to take up arms against the Lord at first chance!!

2. Please notice that satan doesn't escape! He is let loose by the Lord!!!

3. During the millennium sin will be prevented by the Lord and His "kings and priests" and there will be some who will resent that they have to be "holy by lack of opportunity".

4. You see, in their hearts they do not love the Lord!

a) In the past they could blame not living for the Lord on poverty, pornography, war, or even pressure at work.

b) But now, those things had been removed for a1 ,000 years!

c) There is no excuse by their own sinful hearts, and they must be confronted with that!

(1) Because it is only in accepting that we are sinners, that salvation can exist!

5. Notice also that a1 ,000 years in the "pit" hasn't changed satan's character one bit! (Quote about guy in KKK- change of heart)

a) He quickly mobilizes Gog and Magog (symbolic of the enemies of the Lord), (historically, Magog is Russia. Gog seems to be the leader of the people of Magog!

(1) I think it is important not to limit this reference to just Russia, but to all who oppose the Lord at this time!!

(2) This will be the one final assault upon the Lord and His people, and of course it fails!

(a) Malachi 4:1 "For behold, the day is coming, Burning like an oven, And all the proud, yes, all who do wickedly will be stubble. And the day which is coming shall burn them up," Says the LORD of hosts, "That will leave them neither root nor branch. (NKJV)

V. Revelation 20:10-15 THE DEVIL, WHO DECEIVED THEM, WAS CAST INTO THE LAKE OF FIRE AND BRIMSTONE WHERE THE BEAST AND THE FALSE PROPHET ARE. AND THEY WILL BE TORMENTED DAY AND NIGHT FOREVER AND EVER.

A. Finally, here is the end of the angels turned demon, that fell from heaven with lucifer.

1. It is the end of satan and his reign of terror, the beast and the false prophet.

2. It is the end of all that opposes the Lord!

a) This is not just a "holding tank" in which "good old boys" party down!

b) It is torment forever!!

VI. Revelation 20:11-15 THEN I SAW A GREAT WHITE THRONE AND HIM WHO SAT ON IT, FROM WHOSE FACE THE EARTH AND THE HEAVEN FLED AWAY. AND THERE WAS FOUND NO PLACE FOR THEM. 

12AND I SAW THE DEAD, SMALL AND GREAT, STANDING BEFORE GOD, AND BOOKS WERE OPENED. AND ANOTHER BOOK WAS OPENED, WHICH IS THE BOOK OF LIFE. AND THE DEAD WERE JUDGED ACCORDING TO THEIR WORKS, BY THE THINGS WHICH WERE WRITTEN IN THE BOOKS. 

13THE SEA GAVE UP THE DEAD WHO WERE IN IT, AND DEATH AND HADES DELIVERED UP THE DEAD WHO WERE IN THEM. AND THEY WERE JUDGED, EACH ONE ACCORDING TO HIS WORKS. 

14THEN DEATH AND HADES WERE CAST INTO THE LAKE OF FIRE. THIS IS THE SECOND DEATH. 

15 AND ANYONE NOT FOUND WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF LIFE WAS CAST INTO THE LAKE OF FIRE. (NKJV)

A. John sees the Lord so glorious that everything disintegrates in His path that is not holy!

1. The fallen earth and heavens are vaporized!

2. And every human being ever created is seen standing before the Lord giving account for their lives!

a) Except for the Christians. they will not appear before this throne at all!

(1) Their sins have been taken care of at the cross.

b) The Lord is not willing that any should perish so this book called "The Book of Life", at one time had every person ever born registered.

c) Some have been "blotted out" by their own choice. They have chosen death instead of life!

(1) As they give account for their lives, the record precedes them.

(2) You see, they made a willful choice to "do it on their own", so they will be judged according their "works", not the forgiveness of the cross!

(3) Those not found in this Book will experience a bodily death once again! This is the second death.

(a) Remember Hebrews 9:27 says, it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, (NKJV)

This second death is after their judgment!

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-27 

John Brown

Revelation 21
The Real New World Order

I don"t like to commit myself about heaven and hell--you see, I have friends in both places--Mark Twain

I would rather go to heaven alone than go to hell in company--R.A. Torrey

I. INTRODUCTION

A. There has been much talk over the last couple of years about a New World Order, well this morning we will take a look at the real "New World Order!"
1. "New" is the operative word here. There is going to be a new heaven and a new earth. A place where the Lord will once again dwell among His people.

2. A place where there will be peace and safety, and no more tears nor death!!

II. Revelation 21:1 NOW I SAW A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH, FOR THE FIRST HEAVEN AND THE FIRST EARTH HAD PASSED AWAY. ALSO THERE WAS NO MORE SEA. (NKJV)

A. The Greek word that is translated "new" here means "new in respect to freshness".

1. There is inference here that the new heaven and new earth will be like it use to be, before the fall and before the curse upon it!

2. As it was in the time of Adam and Eve.

a) If you will remember, the first heaven and earth had melted in the intense, fervent heat of the Glory of the Lord!

b) There is something noticeably different with this new earth- there is no sea!

(1) That seems a little odd when we currently live upon an earth that is almost70% water.

(2) But, the new earth will consist of entirely inhabitable land mass.

(3) This will become clearer as we progress.

III. Revelation 21:2 THEN I, John , SAW THE HOLY CITY, NEW JERUSALEM, COMING DOWN OUT OF HEAVEN FROM GOD, PREPARED AS A BRIDE ADORNED FOR HER HUSBAND. (NKJV)

A. John hasn't mentioned his own name since the first chapter, but here he wants us to know that as unbelievable as this seems, he is an eyewitness!!!!

1. Please notice that this "holy city" called New Jerusalem was created by the Lord Himself somewhere in the heavens, and then sent to within John's eyesight!!

a) In the context of Revelation 21:2, "heaven" is simply the sky or atmosphere!

(1) John's perspective is at such as vantage point as to allow him to see this new planet "coming down out of heaven".

b) This city, the New Jerusalem, is however what is referred to when people talk about "going to heaven."
2. This city is the dwelling place for the saints which have been made spotless and dressed in the wedding garments, therefore John sees the entire city as such.

IV. Revelation 21:3-8 AND I HEARD A LOUD VOICE FROM HEAVEN SAYING, "BEHOLD, THE TABERNACLE OF GOD IS WITH MEN, AND HE WILL DWELL WITH THEM, AND THEY SHALL BE HIS PEOPLE. GOD HIMSELF WILL BE WITH THEM AND BE THEIR GOD. 

4 "AND GOD WILL WIPE AWAY EVERY TEAR FROM THEIR EYES THERE SHALL BE NO MORE DEATH, NOR SORROW, NOR CRYING. THERE SHALL BE NO MORE PAIN, FOR THE FORMER THINGS HAVE PASSED AWAY." 

5 THEN HE WHO SAT ON THE THRONE SAID, "BEHOLD, I MAKE ALL THINGS NEW." AND HE SAID TO ME, "WRITE, FOR THESE WORDS ARE TRUE AND FAITHFUL." 

6 AND HE SAID TO ME, "IT IS DONE! I AM THE ALPHA AND THE OMEGA, THE BEGINNING AND THE END. I WILL GIVE OF THE FOUNTAIN OF THE WATER OF LIFE FREELY TO HIM WHO THIRSTS. 

7 "HE WHO OVERCOMES SHALL INHERIT ALL THINGS, AND I WILL BE HIS GOD AND HE SHALL BE MY SON. 

8 "BUT THE COWARDLY, UNBELIEVING, ABOMINABLE, MURDERERS, SEXUALLY IMMORAL, SORCERERS, IDOLATERS, AND ALL LIARS SHALL HAVE THEIR PART IN THE LAKE WHICH BURNS WITH FIRE AND BRIMSTONE, WHICH IS THE SECOND DEATH." (NKJV)

A. Matthew 1:23 "Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Song of Solomon , and they shall call His name Immanuel," which is translated, "God with us." (NKJV)

1. John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. (NKJV)

2. The word "dwelt" here in John 1:14 is the same word used in Revelation 21:3 (King Kames) for "tabernacle"!

3. The ancient tabernacle was merely a foreshadowing of the fact that the Lord's desire has always been to live with the people He created!

4. In this glorious new city, He will do just that! He will "live" or "tabernacle" amongst us!!

a) The supernatural result of the presence of God will be:

(1) No more tears, or crying!

(2) No more death!

(3) No more sorrow!

(4) And no more pain!

(a) You see, all these are a result of sin and the curse. These are the "former things" that will be done away with.

5. We have His promise in verse5 that "all things" will be new! or (fresh)

6. As he restates His sovereignty in verse6 , (Alpha and aomega, Beginning and End) He assures John that He is the source of water in this New city!

a) Jesus made a very important statement to the woman at the well in John 4:14 "but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life." (NKJV)

b) You see, those who place a saving faith in the cross, their very sustenance will be the Lord Himself!

c) He will be their life, they will inherit all the blessing of their Father!

d) But, those who "chickened out" somewhere in life (that's the reference to the cowardly) and fail to give their life to the Lord, will never make it to this city!

(1) They are destined to the "lake of fire" to experience a second death!

(2) No man will go to heaven, who has not sent his heart on ahead--Thomas Wilson

V. Revelation 21:9-11 THEN ONE OF THE SEVEN ANGELS WHO HAD THE SEVEN BOWLS FILLED WITH THE SEVEN LAST PLAGUES CAME TO ME AND TALKED WITH ME, SAYING, "COME, I WILL SHOW YOU THE BRIDE, THE LAMB"S WIFE." 

10 AND HE CARRIED ME AWAY IN THE SPIRIT TO A GREAT AND HIGH MOUNTAIN, AND SHOWED ME THE GREAT CITY, THE HOLY JERUSALEM, DESCENDING OUT OF HEAVEN FROM GOD, 

11HAVING THE GLORY OF GOD. HER LIGHT WAS LIKE A MOST PRECIOUS STONE, LIKE A JASPER STONE, CLEAR AS CRYSTAL. (NKJV)

A. John had seen this angel before as he (the angel) administered the plagues upon the earth.

1. He takes John in for a close look at what the Lord has prepared for the church, His bride.

2. Form John's perspective on this high mountain, the New Jerusalem is in full view, and it is spectacular!

a) I'm sure that it was like something John had never seen before, but he attempts to describe it.

(1) There is a brilliance that radiates from the city and he says, " her light was like a most precious stone, like jasper, and a clear as crystal."
(2) This jasper stone comes in many colors but all of them crystalline in nature and clarity!

(a) We must remember that the Lord Himself is in this city in all His glory.

(b) Just His backside bleached Moses white!

VI. Revelation 21:12-15 ALSO SHE HAD A GREAT AND HIGH WALL WITH TWELVE GATES, AND TWELVE ANGELS AT THE GATES, AND NAMES WRITTEN ON THEM, WHICH ARE THE NAMES OF THE TWELVE TRIBES OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL: 

13THREE GATES ON THE EAST, THREE GATES ON THE NORTH, THREE GATES ON THE SOUTH, AND THREE GATES ON THE WEST. 

14NOW THE WALL OF THE CITY HAD TWELVE FOUNDATIONS, AND ON THEM WERE THE NAMES OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES OF THE LAMB. 

15 AND HE WHO TALKED WITH ME HAD A GOLD REED TO MEASURE THE CITY, ITS GATES, AND ITS WALL. (NKJV)

A. This wall is not for protection since there are no enemies, and the gates are always open!

1. To the Jew, walls and gates meant security!

2. The Lord wants us to know that we are completely safe in this new, and holy city!

3. Each time we enter or leave the city, we will be reminded that it was through Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all the12tribes of Israel, that we Gentiles have access to the Lord!

a) There will be angels at each of the12gates helping us in and out and even perhaps announcing the names written on the gates!

4. In the wilderness, camped alongside the tabernacle were Judah, Isaachar, and Zebulun on the East:

a) Ephraim, Prayer of Manasseh , and Benjamin on the West

b) Daniel , Asher, and Naphtali on the North.

c) And Reuben, Simeon, and Gad on the South!

(1) Although the "order" mentioned in Ezekiel 48 is different, perhaps this explains the3gates on each side of this new city!

(2) Representing all of God's children!

B. This wall has12foundations and on them are written the names of the12Apostles!

1. Ephesians 2:19-21 makes this a little clearer, 19 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 

20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, 

21in whom the whole building, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, (NKJV)

2. This entire city is built upon our faithful forefathers who lived and died espousing the promises of God!

3. It is the basis for the entire Christian faith, without which there would be no heavenly city!

4. The measuring stick is no doubt to help John get a perspective on the size of the city but it speaks of even more:

a) It represents as standard of evaluation and judgment!

b) Everything in this new city "measures up" to the requirement of the Lord!

VII. Revelation 21:16-17 THE CITY IS LAID OUT AS A SQUARE ITS LENGTH IS AS GREAT AS ITS BREADTH. AND HE MEASURED THE CITY WITH THE REED: TWELVE THOUSAND FURLONGS. ITS LENGTH, BREADTH, AND HEIGHT ARE EQUAL. 

17 THEN HE MEASURED ITS WALL: ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY-FOUR CUBITS, ACCORDING TO THE MEASURE OF A Prayer of Manasseh , THAT Isaiah , OF AN ANGEL. (NKJV)

A. Based upon these measurements given to us by John the city Isaiah 1 ,380 miles on every side!

1. This area would cover all the way from Canada to the Gulf of Mexico, and from the Atlantic Ocean to Colorado!

2. Notice that it has length, width, and height!

a) This city is a cube!

b) It is interesting to note that it was a "cube" that was specified by the Lord Himself for the Holy place in Solomon's temple 1 Kings 6:20 The inner sanctuary was twenty cubits long, twenty cubits wide, and twenty cubits high. . . .(NKJV)

c) This was the place where the Lord was to dwell between the cherubim, and now in the New Jerusalem the pattern is repeated!

3. In this new city, our new bodies will not be limited to linear travel, we will be able to travel vertically (as well as horizontally like we do now)!

4. Some commentators suggest that there will be as many as20 billion people in this new city.

a) If that is the case, every person could have his/her own "block" and each side of that block would contain75 acres of land! That's a little over1/3mile in every direction!

5. This angel, which measures according to "human" measurements, measures the thickness of the wall and comes up with144cubits or216 ft. thick!

a) (It is possible that this is the height of the wall, but that would mean that a great deal of the city would be "exposed" above the wall!

VIII. Revelation 21:18-21 THE CONSTRUCTION OF ITS WALL WAS OF JASPER AND THE CITY WAS PURE GOLD, LIKE CLEAR GLASS. 

19 THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE WALL OF THE CITY WERE ADORNED WITH ALL KINDS OF PRECIOUS STONES: THE FIRST FOUNDATION WAS JASPER, THE SECOND SAPPHIRE, THE THIRD CHALCEDONY, THE FOURTH EMERALD, 

20 THE FIFTH SARDONYX, THE SIXTH SARDIUS, THE SEVENTH CHRYSOLITE, THE EIGHTH BERYL, THE NINTH TOPAZ, THE TENTH CHRYSOPRASE, THE ELEVENTH JACINTH, AND THE TWELFTH AMETHYST. 

21THE TWELVE GATES WERE TWELVE PEARLS: EACH INDIVIDUAL GATE WAS OF ONE PEARL. AND THE STREET OF THE CITY WAS PURE GOLD, LIKE TRANSPARENT GLASS. (NKJV)

1. The construction of this city is very unique!

a) The wall is jasper!

b) And the city itself, and its streets are built with a Gold so pure it appears clear!

c) The foundation's "precious" stones are not completely explained.

(1) Perhaps John thought that would take away from explaining the beauty of this great city!

(2) No doubt, each particular stone has been hand selected to represent each of the12Apostles!

(3) And12gates that we will passing in and out of, are themselves made of one pearl each!

(a) Will that pearl door be propped open all the time or will we simply "pass" right through it no one knows for sure, but what a glorious sight!

(b) Without spending a lot of time on the different stones and such, I think it is important that in the city where our Father dwells, everything is "precious". . .even the "asphalt is gold!

IX. Revelation 21:22-27 BUT I SAW NO TEMPLE IN IT, FOR THE LORD GOD ALMIGHTY AND THE LAMB ARE ITS TEMPLE. 

23THE CITY HAD NO NEED OF THE SUN OR OF THE MOON TO SHINE IN IT, FOR THE GLORY OF GOD ILLUMINATED IT. THE LAMB IS ITS LIGHT. 

24AND THE NATIONS OF THOSE WHO ARE SAVED SHALL WALK IN ITS LIGHT, AND THE KINGS OF THE EARTH BRING THEIR GLORY AND HONOR INTO IT. 

25 ITS GATES SHALL NOT BE SHUT AT ALL BY DAY (THERE SHALL BE NO NIGHT THERE). 

26. AND THEY SHALL BRING THE GLORY AND THE HONOR OF THE NATIONS INTO IT.

27 BUT THERE SHALL BY NO MEANS ENTER IT ANYTHING THAT DEFILES, OR CAUSES AN ABOMINATION OR A LIE, BUT ONLY THOSE WHO ARE WRITTEN IN THE LAMB"S BOOK OF LIFE. (NKJV)

A. All the purposes for an earthy temple have been fulfilled so there will be no temple as John was use to.

1. The main purpose of the temple was to spill the blood of the sacrifices in order to "pay for sin" so man could be at peace with the Lord!

2. In the New Jerusalem, Jesus and His Father are the temple!

a) It is in Him that we have placed our faith and the reason we are in the city in the first place.

(1) Song of Solomon , we are "in the temple", so to speak all the time!!

b) There is no more need for sacrifice!

B. 1 John 1:5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. (NKJV)

1. God will be our "illumination"! In fact, He may still be so magnificent that for us to stand in His presence, His glory must first be reflected off the "Son" verse23

C. Who are these "kings of the earth" in verse24?

1. We know that they must be saved because all others have been sent to the lake of fire!

2. The logical assumption is that these are saints who have the freedom to come in and out of the city!

a) It seems that thought they have homes in the city they are given national boundaries on the new earth.

(1) Notice also, that the issue of "stewardship" is once and for all settled in this new city . . .And they shall bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it.

(a) GLORY = 1391doxa dox"-ah DOXOLOGY

(i) glory, honour, praise, worship

(ii) opinion, estimate, whether good or bad concerning someone.

(iii) It also means splendour, brightness magnificence, excellence, preeminence, dignity, grace

(iv) a most glorious condition, most exalted state.

(b) HONOR = 5092time tee-may"

(i) price, sum, precious

(ii) of the price paid or received for a person or thing bought or sold.

X. CONCLUSION

Could it be that as we come and go though these "pearly gates" that the ministering angel stationed at each one announces, "Here comes the glory of God, the price was paid for this one! Emmanuel! God dwells among us!!!!"
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Revelation 22
The End and Beginning?

I. INTRODUCTION

A. In our last study we saw a "new heaven" and a "new earth" created by the Lord as He wiped away the curse of sin and started over.

1. We also saw a new city called the "New Jerusalem" created by the Lord and "adorned" as a bride for her husband Jesus Christ!

2. It is the dwelling place of the saints!

a) What is important to remember here is not it's shape, (cubical) but that it is the dwelling place of the Lord, as well as His people!

b) He will be our source of light, water, laughter, happiness, joy, peace and yes, even our very existence!

c) There will be no more tears, no more death, no more sorrow, and no more pain!

3. This morning we will conclude our study of the book of Revelation and I for one am extremely grateful to the Lord for the new lives he has given during our study of this wonderful book!

a) I also want to thank many of you for your encouragement to me over the months of study. I have been blessed!

b) Now, lets begin the last chapter as John continues to explain what is inside the city!

II. Revelation 22:1-2 AND HE SHOWED ME A PURE RIVER OF WATER OF LIFE, CLEAR AS CRYSTAL, PROCEEDING FROM THE THRONE OF GOD AND OF THE LAMB. 

2IN THE MIDDLE OF ITS STREET, AND ON EITHER SIDE OF THE RIVER, WAS THE TREE OF LIFE, WHICH BORE TWELVE FRUITS, EACH TREE YIELDING ITS FRUIT EVERY MONTH. THE LEAVES OF THE TREE WERE FOR THE HEALING OF THE NATIONS. (NKJV)

A. As we said last week, Jesus told the Samaritan woman at the well, John 4:13-14 . . . "Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, 

14 "but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life." (NKJV)

1. The angel shows John the source of this water flowing through the city.

2. You see, he had already shown John that there would be no more seas on this new earth. No doubt John couldn't figure the nature, or the source of this water.

3. This "river of water of life", (the source of water in the New Jerusalem) has been referred to throughout Old and New Testaments.

a) Almost always, physical water would be used as an example of an even greater thirst!

b) Even our human "need" for water is symbolic of our need for the Lord!

c) We can go for40 days or so without food, but only a brief time without water!

(1) Likewise, the Lord never intended for us to live without Him!

(2) And it has always been His desire to be our "Thirst Quencher.

B. Evidently, right down the middle of the "street of gold", flows this river of life.

1. And both sides of the river are lined with the "trees of life".

a) These trees have fruit that constantly produces, and they produce a different variety each and every month for12months, then the cycle is repeated!

(1) The important part is that each fruit contains, (as does the river), LIFE!

(2) There is every indication that this is the same tree offered in the Garden of Eden, also called the tree of life!

b) The leaves on this tree also contain "health"!

(1) 2322therapeia ther-ap-i"-ah

(a) = healing, service rendered by one to another especially referring to medical service.

(2) Perhaps these trees are used by the Lord to provide eternal "wellness" for His people!

(a) Since there will be no more sin, or death, or pain!

III. Revelation 22:3-4 AND THERE SHALL BE NO MORE CURSE, BUT THE THRONE OF GOD AND OF THE LAMB SHALL BE IN IT, AND HIS SERVANTS SHALL SERVE HIM. 

4THEY SHALL SEE HIS FACE, AND HIS NAME SHALL BE ON THEIR FOREHEADS. (NKJV)

A. The curse of sin has been displaced with "the throne of God" and "the Lamb".

1. Please notice that "heaven" will not be a place where we do nothing!

a) Heaven is of course characterized as "rest" throughout scriptures.

b) The writer of Hebrews tells us the Christ has become our Sabbath rest!

c) There will be plenty of time for rest, and sharing the testimonies of the greats like Peter, Paul, Abraham, and even the Lord!

d) But, we will SERVE Him!

(1) Perhaps we will travel to distant galaxies to proclaim the beauty of the Lord!

(2) Whatever idea we might come up with would only be speculative since our entire "service" is not clearly defined!

(3) But, we will serve Him will a happy heart!

(4) We will have access to Him at all times, and we will bear His name on our foreheads.

(a) We do not know whether this is an actual mark or since we were created and even Revelation -created in His likeness, maybe we will so resemble our Father that we will be unmistakably His!!

IV. Revelation 22:5 THERE SHALL BE NO NIGHT THERE: THEY NEED NO LAMP NOR LIGHT OF THE SUN, FOR THE LORD GOD GIVES THEM LIGHT. AND THEY SHALL REIGN FOREVER AND EVER. (NKJV)

A. Somehow there will be "seasons" for the fruit to grow, but there will be "sunshine" as we know it. There will only be "Sonshine".

1. Notice again the reference to productivity.

a) We will reign forever and ever.

V. Revelation 22:6-7 THEN HE SAID TO ME, "THESE WORDS ARE FAITHFUL AND TRUE." AND THE LORD GOD OF THE HOLY PROPHETS SENT HIS ANGEL TO SHOW HIS SERVANTS THE THINGS WHICH MUST SHORTLY TAKE PLACE. 

7 "BEHOLD, I AM COMING QUICKLY! BLESSED IS HE WHO KEEPS THE WORDS OF THE PROPHECY OF THIS BOOK." (NKJV)

A. The angel saw, and felt the need to reassure John that what he was showing and telling him was from the Lord!

1. He also reassured his that what was being revealed was consistent with scripture!

2. The Lord had in one way or another, revealed bits of this through the prophets of old!

3. The words "shortly and "quickly" mean "in haste".

a) There is an urgency in the voice of the angel and in his message to mankind!

4. A "blessing" is promised to those who keep the words of the prophecy of this book!

a) Again the word is "Logos":

(1) The verse could be translated Blessed is he who keeps the Jesus of the prophecy of this book!

VI. Revelation 22:8-9 NOW I, John , SAW AND HEARD THESE THINGS. AND WHEN I HEARD AND SAW, I FELL DOWN TO WORSHIP BEFORE THE FEET OF THE ANGEL WHO SHOWED ME THESE THINGS. 

9 THEN HE SAID TO ME, "SEE THAT YOU DO NOT DO THAT. FOR I AM YOUR FELLOW SERVANT, AND OF YOUR BRETHREN THE PROPHETS, AND OF THOSE WHO KEEP THE WORDS OF THIS BOOK. WORSHIP GOD." (NKJV)

A. John gives another eyewitness account of what he sees!

1. He is so "taken out" by all of this that his natural response is to fall down in worship!

2. Notice the angel could not let it go! HE had to rebuke John for falling in worship at his feet!

a) Nothing nor no one is to be worshipped except the Lord!

(1) Herod was struck dead for accepting worship!

(2) Nebucadnezzer was driven mad because he accepted worship.

(3) and Lucifer was kicked out of heaven because he desired to be worshipped!

(4) Any saint, nor anyone who has ever loved the Lord would be appalled at the thought of Christians worshipping them!

(a) All of that is " Prayer of Manasseh -made" and blasphemy to the cross!

(5) The angel told John , "See that you don't do that, for I am a servant just like you are!" "WORSHIP GOD!"

VII. Revelation 22:10-13 AND HE SAID TO ME, "DO NOT SEAL THE WORDS OF THE PROPHECY OF THIS BOOK, FOR THE TIME IS AT HAND. 

11 "HE WHO IS UNJUST, LET HIM BE UNJUST STILL HE WHO IS FILTHY, LET HIM BE FILTHY STILL HE WHO IS RIGHTEOUS, LET HIM BE RIGHTEOUS STILL HE WHO IS HOLY, LET HIM BE HOLY STILL." 

12AND BEHOLD, I AM COMING QUICKLY, AND MY REWARD IS WITH ME, TO GIVE TO EVERY ONE ACCORDING TO HIS WORK. 

13 "I AM THE ALPHA AND THE OMEGA, THE BEGINNING AND THE END, THE FIRST AND THE LAST." (NKJV)

A. The message in this book is not to be obscured! It is to be "open" to all!

1. The urgency is stressed again and again that word "logos" is used.

2. Jesus is to be "revealed" not hidden!

3. Verse11is best understood in the light of other scriptures: 2 Corinthians 2:16 To the one we are the aroma of death leading to death, and to the other the aroma of life leading to life. And who is sufficient for these things? (NKJV)

a) 1 Corinthians 1:18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. (NKJV)

b) To quote Dr. Henry Morris, author of The Revelation Record, "The Lord is saying, in effect: `Whatever you do, guard and proclaim the words of this prophecy: some of the wicked, when they hear, will be all the more confirmed in their wickedness. So be it! There are also those godly men and women who will be greatly blessed and more firmly fixed in their godly disposition.'"
4. As the Lord returns, he brings rewards for His faithful servants.

a) Salvation is of course apart from works, but rewards are according to works!

(1) In other words, we can't get to heaven by being good, but when Jesus saves us we are rewarded for doing good! (His will)

5. Revelation 22:13 tells us that He was around even before Genesis , and He will be around long after Revelation!

VIII. Revelation 22:14-17 BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO DO HIS COMMANDMENTS, THAT THEY MAY HAVE THE RIGHT TO THE TREE OF LIFE, AND MAY ENTER THROUGH THE GATES INTO THE CITY. 

15 BUT OUTSIDE ARE DOGS AND SORCERERS AND SEXUALLY IMMORAL AND MURDERERS AND IDOLATERS, AND WHOEVER LOVES AND PRACTICES A LIE. 

16 "I, JESUS, HAVE SENT MY ANGEL TO TESTIFY TO YOU THESE THINGS IN THE CHURCHES. I AM THE ROOT AND THE OFFSPRING OF DAVID, THE BRIGHT AND MORNING STAR." 

17 AND THE SPIRIT AND THE BRIDE SAY, "COME!" AND LET HIM WHO HEARS SAY, "COME!" AND LET HIM WHO THIRSTS COME. WHOEVER DESIRES, LET HIM TAKE THE WATER OF LIFE FREELY. (NKJV)

A. Scripture is very clear that salvation is by the grace of God and not by keeping that law!

1. Jesus also said in John 14:15 If you love Me, keep My commandments. (NKJV)

2. Therein lies the key! It is the love of Christ that both empowers and compels us to keep His commandments!

3. 1 John 4:19 We love Him because He first loved us. (NKJV)

4. It is for that reason, placing a saving faith in Jesus and the cross, that we are allowed in the city while all those that have rejected are not!

a) All those have been eternally condemned to the lake of fire. Which of course, is "outside the city."
B. In verse16 is the first mention of the church since their "rapture" in Revelation 4!

1. No church is mentioned during the tribulation and not during the millennium. The church is not even mentioned, as such, in the New Earth!

a) Maybe that is because the word church in Greek means "called out ones", and in the New Jerusalem, we are the people of God and by His side.

b) It is the ungodly that is "cast out"!

2. This message in verse16 is for the present age: (to come to the Lord before it is too late!)

a) To all those who would ever sit in a church or be influenced by it's message of forgiveness.

b) Once again Jesus claims to be God in verse16!

(1) You see, only God could be the Root of David and his offspring at the same time!!!

c) There is something else very important in verse17.

(1) "Lucifer" is translated = "daystar" which means, "the bright star of the morning" and yet here, Jesus calls Himself the the Bright and Morning Star!

(2) The meaning is this:

(a) Lucifer, or satan, has been trying to get makind to believe that he is god from the beginning of time.

(b) He has decieved millions and robbed them of heaven!

(c) Jesus wants us and the world to know that He and He alone is the Bright and Morning Star that will shine for eternity!

IX. Revelation 22:18-21 FOR I TESTIFY TO EVERYONE WHO HEARS THE WORDS OF THE PROPHECY OF THIS BOOK: IF ANYONE ADDS TO THESE THINGS, GOD WILL ADD TO HIM THE PLAGUES THAT ARE WRITTEN IN THIS BOOK 

19 AND IF ANYONE TAKES AWAY FROM THE WORDS OF THE BOOK OF THIS PROPHECY, GOD SHALL TAKE AWAY HIS PART FROM THE BOOK OF LIFE, FROM THE HOLY CITY, AND FROM THE THINGS WHICH ARE WRITTEN IN THIS BOOK. 

20 HE WHO TESTIFIES TO THESE THINGS SAYS, "SURELY I AM COMING QUICKLY." AMEN. EVEN Song of Solomon , COME, LORD JESUS! 

21THE GRACE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST BE WITH YOU ALL. AMEN. (NKJV)

A. There is a sober warning here not to mess with the Revelation!

1. Of course, anyone who would willfully and knowingly do this could not be saved!

2. It is also a warning to us who are saved, that God doesn't need any help with the book of Revelation , or for that matter any other part of Scripture!

a) He wrote it the way He wants it!!!!

b) It will all become increasingly clear as we study and as the time draws near for His imminent return!

